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1 five miles, when my eyes preſented me with 
& of hope and joy, in the footſtepa ot 


= 


dung they had left behind them, ' appeared: | 
5 by no means recetit; but they proved, that a 
bf . that ways. | » 
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PRE 
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5 . abs: it belonged to a horde of Hatten« 


tots, or was the property of Klaas Baſter, the 
man of whom I was in ſearch, 1 could ptomiſe 
myſelf, if I came up with it, to find both ſuc- 
cour and friends. 


While we were a on theſe . 


ties, and the moſt certain and ſpeedy means | 


of finding the herd, Kees, leaping out of my 
e with a cry of exultation, began to run 


on before, and was inſtantly followed by my 


dogs. Certainly it was not to attack any wild 


beaſt that my ape diſplayed ſuch ardour; 1 5 


knew him to be too great à coward. _ Till this 


moment I had never ſeen him thus adventurous 

but once, and that was on my firſt journey, 
when, in the country of the Caffres, he diſco- 

"weed the ſpring to which I gave his name. 


A ſimllar proceeding ſeemed to announce to 


; me a ſimilar diſcovery. Iran, therefore, to the 


place where: he ſtopped, rd at two hundred 
paces from the waggon, perceived him ſur- 
. rounded by my pack, 
which. the dogs,1 ware , ing with their Sd 

in queſt of water. 
I called to my "188 hat e W f 
— wn to ue We 
A - Toon | 


# 


* 
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a large wet hollow, > 


. - 


-- 


AERIE.” . 
861 böbüldes two or three quarts of muddy and 
brackiſh water; and to render it drinkable, 1 | 
threw into it a few ounces of ground coffee, as 
| Thad done into that of Krakkeel-klip. 1 had 
- Intended alſo to boil it as in that inſtance; but 
my people were ſo ſeverely tortured with thirſt, 
that none of them could conſent to wait this 
proceſs. Accordingly I was obliged to ſerve 
burt this ſort of liquid mud; and; like an im- 
partial parent, I divided it, as was my cuſtom, © 
_ equally among all, ſo that a 706 fall 1 
felt to the ſhare of each. e 5 
We ware at this time at the foot of a mall 
chain of mountains, which ran from north to 
ſouth, and, going off from the great chalm 
eres we had to the eaſt of us, formed a — 
of which 1 it was impoſſible for the N 5 — ©. 
| in che hole extent. Gs — 
"Crit" Had evidently remained here wg 
nme. The trodden earth every where exhi- 
bited the print of their feet. Not doübting, 
therefore, but 1 thould foon find ſome Hotten- 
tot horde, that cold inform me teſpecting the 
I tribe of Baſter, which" Colotiel Gordon had 
mentioned to me, I refolved'to proceed along 
_the Gone; as the road to ſuck ae 
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U abs Forthis purpoſe. it was requiſite 121000 my 
ARR. Waggon, my equipage, and my catilez at the 
1 entrance of the defle. This I did; appoints 
| ing at the ſame time four perſons as a guard, 
| whom. I directed to dig and enlarge the hale, 
dust they might procure a ſuffieieney of water 
1 for themſelves; and, if poinble. for the few 
|. hpata Lhad en, 
| The number of theſe was 8 l- 
| 1 miniſhed. From the moment I entered the 
1 deſert, and ceaſed to find game for the ſupport 
of my people, I found myſelf obliged ta kill all 
my ſheep one aſter anothet. Since the death | 
of Ingland, 1 had alſo loſt on the road two 


other oxen... All my cows had died. ot Of four 
horſes two only remained, reduced to Kin and 
buione, in the moſt deplorable ſtate, and abſo- 
lutely incapable of the leaſt ſervice. My goats 
8 only were exempt from ſharing in our extreme 
diftreſs. They bad even, conſtantly-afforded * 
us milk; and to this reſource e were indebted 
for our preſervation, as it had hitherto enabled 
me to furniſh my people daily with a little, and 
even to beſtow a portion on my dogs, who, for 


Want of May's rights otherwiſe ſoon have Bono 
Thads i. e F 
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0 — me eight 1 men, among Whom 


. 


Was Klaas. That our" refearch' might be con- | 


ducted with more promptitude and cettainty, 


Steed him, with three of his comrades, to 


proceed on the wveſt of the ſmall chain of mown- 
kalt, and, marching northward; to follow its 


courſe; while I, in” the mean time, with four _ 


- hunters; penetrated thedefile, which" was com- 
Pletely covered with thickets. 


After walking ſome time, I arrived at a 


: path, which appeared much trodden. This 
diſcovery, ut which we had every reaſon to re- 


Joice, petrifiedl my four men with terror. They 


fancied" this path to lead to ſome retreat of 


me Boſhmen; and begged me to advance no 
farther, leſt we ſhould berall killed by theſe 


robberz. In vain did I urge to them that he 


greateſt misfortune that could befall us in our 


preſent circumſtances was the meeting: with no 


one, and that it was impoſſible for us to extri- 


| cate burſelves from our urgent diſtreſs without 


the aid of ſome human being; they heheld no- 
_- thing at the end of the ꝓath but a horde of aſ- 


ſaſſins; and, not daring to advance, they ſtop- 
- ped, heſfitating between ſhame at deferting me, 
, and. N of being murdered. If the devil 
8 VI Og . 


We 


— 


. 


| and; L obſerved with pleaſure that they all fol» : . 


| TRAVELS un . 
« hight be en del bee Babe d 
cried I, * Lam determined to go and ſpeak. to 


7 im. However, my friends, if you have 9 
t any diſlike to follow me, you are 1 ny. 


4 to return: L can do without you.” + / 
With theſe words I proceeded along the paths, 


lowed me. Their eps; however, Were far. 
from reſolute. As they advanced, they der: — 
bated on What they ſhould do, if e fell iu wWitk 

2 horde of Boſhmen ; how they ſhould accoſt 


— — = 


port each other and defend themſelves, if they 


did. The plans of mancuvring formed by 


my ſavages, and the ſchemes they propoſed for 


ſelves threatened, they took prudent pres, 

cautions to elend themſelves 1 we: it" _ 

i attacked. e ; i | 
But all Abe Ns POPs 

15 Haring ona * FOO 5 an hour, we . 

; "3 7 


either caſe, whether of friends or enemies, did 
net fail to amuſe me. I was particularly pleaſed 
to diſcaver, that their fear, great as it was, had 
not depri ded them of their mental bee: 


and that, thaugh they were much alarmed at 


che danger with which they believed theme 
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CCC 4 
tired ut che end of the defile, and found ours 5 
ſieloes in the open country, where we ſaw Klaas 
and his comrades traverſing a ſpot on Whieh 

were fome ruined huts, I made a ſigm to them 
i180 join me; and in the mean time J aſoendeda 
neighbouring height; from which I could dif- 

| _cover-whather'there were any people to whom 
the huts belonged in the furroundiug plain. 
All I could diſcover with my glaſs was an aſ- 
ſemblage of cabins at a diſtance, which IJ con- 
deived to be thoſe of Hottentots; and among 

the reſt there was one, which appeared to me 
larger chan ordinary, - Was this actually a 


Hottentot kraal ? Or was ĩt one of thoſe tempo-— 


rary ſtations, which Baſter; hom 1 fought, 
aud cho lived in the Hottentot manner, had 
choſen for himſelf and his people? But whe- 
ther it were a kraal, or an abode of Baſter, in __ 
order to obtain directions or aſſiſtance, it was 
neceſſary for me to repair to it en 1 * 

| Which 1 accordingly ade” © 65 

On my arrival, I perceived, to rt 
Bog char they were all as empty as the former. 
They even appeared to have been deſerted for 


ſeveral weeks. In the large one, however, I 1 


bound one of .thoſe band- ilk which the 
r . 
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The leaving this domeſtic 
ceuated an intention of. returning to this ſett 


N our burning thirſt. 


. 
6 


$5 


planters make uſe of for Sindiog Sia 
domeſtic implement indi- 


ment; which was confirmed by two ſmall 


fields near the cabin tegularly ſowu with 
wheat and barley. But what ſigniſted to the, 


on the preſent occaſions AAS. 


ſpeedy teturn ? It was, preſent. alliftance, that _ 
Panted, not the, hope of what might, occur. 
Jet in the midſt of theſę eee 


Found. one. ſource. comfort: this was a ſpring, - 


Which, though brackiſh, as zall we; had. met 
Vith for ſome time had bee 


en, Was a Very Agree- | 
luaged for he moment 
Mite Bolin, TRG NN 
From theſe indications 1 could not doubt, 
but the Hottentot horde, or the proprietor . 


able diſcovery, and aſſu 


i i theſe huts, had retired with their cattle into the 
paſſes and valleys of the neighbouring moun- 


tain; and I purpoſed to ſeek them chere. But 
as it was too late to continue our ſearch imme- 
diately, we deferred it ta the next day, and 


made preparation for paſſing the night in the 
cabin in which was the mill. Our fires, for 
want of wood, were made with dry cow dung, 


* which, we found üben kde; and J took 


1 Wy B. Care 
' 6 5 | \ ; | 1 
f wy * * 


4 


1 „ * 
mater, if within/ſight of them would have te 
æuridſity to come the next day, ro ledrrowhb | 


were his hey gueſts. Ott 0 115i bris 
The nent day, however: no one appeared un 
we fund ourſelves obliged to continue vur 
ſearch. But towards what point we ſliould direct 


dur coùrſe was a queſtion chat puzzled mel Cr. 
tain, at leaſt, that it muſt ſtill carry uo fetch 


and farther from my encampmetit, I reſobved 


to bring my waggon and cattle to the Place 

where I Was. Beſides that the ground hete 
| . hwas leſs parched, the little ſpring world” be e 
ſulficient for my cattle; for it undoubredly 


which my dogs had begun, and which n 
Probably already dried up. At tlie ſame time 
933 iſſued an expreſs injunction, to prevent y 
_ cattle from feeding on the fields chat had dog 
© own. 2 ane * 9 eis en * Stecker i 1215 


io ſend thither one of my people, with orders 


promiſed tobe more abundant than the helr 


271 While my orders were carrying to the en- 


rampment, I proceeded with my company to- 5 


wards tlie great chain of mountains, hoping 


that there, being conſiderably elevated abb ve 
| e we ſhould ealiſy difcern 
NE of 4” | n 3 1 


4 of 
7 1 


* 


BY OE ol * R AVE us 4 K* | 
te abode of the proprietors of nn, 
The road was diſencumbered of obſtructious. 
It was beaten by the footſteps of the herdſmen 
and their cattle, from the cabins to the loſtieſt 
ſummit. My eye could trace it winding along 
Fee, boſing itſelf” oo- 
ceaſionally in their hollows, and again re- aſcend - 
ing the more prominent parts, to terminate in 
the plain at the top.” nn S464 RET; 
At any other b ſhould: by no means 
have thought of attempting ſo. long and labo- 
nous a march, and even now I was ſenſible of 
all its diſficulties. Leaving out of the account, 
that it would coſt us a whole day's toil, and 
that perhaps to no purpoſe, I had reaſon to ap- 
prehend, that the fatigue of it, in our preſent 
exhauſted ſtate, would be more than we could 
Mat apt Beſides, if there were really Boſh- 
men in the mountain, I ſhould evidently ex- 
* my - troop, by entangling it among the 
rocks, where it might be attacked to the great: 
et advantage. I was well aware of all the 
force of theſe reflections; but at the ſame time 
| I'was more ſtrongly impreſſed wirh the cer- 


tainty, that we could not extricate” ourſelyes 


from the diſtreſs in which we were involved, 


0 4 "4 
Ar RICA e 
n — of ſome human beings, 


from whom we might obtain aſſiſtance : and 


when a fingle'reſource only preſents itſolſ t 


nnd be fob to dak of tsdanger. "+ 


On the way we met with an opportu 


kita en W enen ee ee, ee 
mans, or damd antelopes, which'we-deſtitied for 
our ſupper. We had brought with us a mal 
quantity of water from the ſpring, becauſe W w 
| Andean für We fracid Rad ions onthe . 


mountain, and in fact its top was a vaſt parched 


plain. We arrived on it aſter having labor · 


ouſly. climbed" its ſides, expoſed to the ſcorch 
ing heat of the ſun; and when chere, we ſtill 


ſüuffered from its rays become nearly* hotls/ | 


_  pontaly without finding ſo much ah u tree 10 
afford us ſhelter. But it is needleſs to fuß 


chat this was not the prineipal eare that -vecus - 
Pied my thoughts; © our firſt anxiety being to 
explore with our ſight the country around, in 


order to diſcover what, with bo Mam pang, 
it had come thither to ſee n 


The piercing eyes of my . kad 


5% no object they could take in to eſcape them 
They ſcrutinized: paſſes, valleys, plaips, and 
„ W | 


—_——_—_—  ——— — — —  — 


a TRAVELS an " Hes 
of emulation indeed ſeemed. ton hatt ariſen 
among them, vrho ſhould firſt diſcover a hu- 
man being, ora herd of catile, But, alas? 
tze very cxaQneſs of their; reſearch ſerved but 
10 afflict us tho more. We bebeld, on all ſides, 
nothing but the diſcouraging picture of a fright- 
ul ſolitude. Neither man nor beaſt was to be 
een; and we appeared to be leſt alone in 
dhe World. The plaintive cry of the dama 
antelopes was the only ſoundi chat met | 
yr ors 7 octetnun wff ation 
At this period the ponftteniiier hape 
neral. I myſelf even was deſtitute ef hope 
Which at leal ee e e be 8 
me wee n to b whe ante». 
Jopes for their.repaſt; in vain did I urge them 
to dxink of the water we. had brought: hex 
refuſed to eat, leſt it ſhould: oblige them to 
drink; and they refuſed rofl. let it aue 8 
N their ſufferings. e nne 
For ſome a dts 90 our 
55 ee been uniformly brackiſh, had - 
ſſwelled our mouths, and afflicted us with ex: 
trome pains and additional drought, which hat 
| become SE Rat".of ſuffering. That 
. | | 5 My of 0 
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5 E N 1 R 10 1 7 
ol the * evening had 8 ag "IM 
gravated our. diſtreſs; becauſe, dying »with | 
thirſt, and ſeduced by the appearance of 2 
ſpring, we had indulged ourſelves freely in 
drinking it. This had inflamed our tongues, 
our gums, and even the inſide of our throats. 
In ſuch-a ſtate of the fauces, it is eafy to cons 
51 cCe.etrive, that the continued uſe, of ſuch water, in- 
. ſtead of refreſhing us and allaying our thirſt, 
would tend only to increaſe the inflammation. 
Some of my Hottentots had ventured to moiſten 
their tongues with it on the road, and it gave 
them the ſame burning ſenſation as a cauſtic | 
would have occaſioned; it is, therefore, by no — 
means ſurpriſing, that they felt reſpecting it 
the dreadful horror which thoſe feel for water 2 
3 who have been bitten by a mad b : 
At length, having perceived nothing, and | 
Os Tas diſappearing from the mountain, ve 
fy fought for a convenient place in which-to paſs 2 | 
. the vight. We kindled a fire behind a large 
| + rock, that we might not be diſcovered by the + 
Boſhmen, and betook ourſelves to reſt. Al! 
my Hottentots, ſquatting round the fire, with —_ | 
their. elbows. reſting on their knees, and their 
Scherl op. their * preſerved he: melan- 
„% choly | 


» 


ae” 1 _ 
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I; 


— 


8 but not poſſeſſing the ſame facultx 
ef calling at will ſleep to my ſolace, I gave my- 
ſelf up to the alarming reflections which my 
horxible ſituation naturally induced. At one 
moment I. reproached myſelf for that ignis 
fntuus of hape, which had led me to brave ſo a 
| many dangers to no purpoſe, and drawn me 


ng 3 } F . ; 
, WEE. \ Y — £ 
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choly Sience which is the uſual effect of ens | 
teme deſpondency. At laſt they laid them - 

| ſelves on the ground, and prepared to ſleep; 
fſteking thus a momentary reſpite from evils, 
_ - which-would revive but the more acutel: 


. Like them L had ſtretehed myſelf alſo on 


away; more than eighit leagues from my camp: 
at another, I eee with ſorrow the 


unbappy companions of my journey, con- 
demned to faffer: every want with me: then 


' caſting my thoughts on myſelf, and ſeeing no 
remedy under my diſtreſs, I wiſhed for death, 
and thought only on the means of haſtening 


its approach. But the extreme of deſpair often 


| borders on the extreme of happineſs. 


About an hour aſter midnight, Klaas, al- 
ways the ſame, always thinking of me, and 
ever on the watch to give me ſome agreeable 


e and, in a 
voice 


% 


% 


AFRICA. 5 


. ace: ndicating the palpitation of hope, in- 
- formed me, that he perceived flaſhes of light- 
ung in the horizon towards the weſt, and that, 

- theclouds appearing to gather over our heads, 


we ſhould infallibly have a ſtorm. Though 
we had been deceived in the plain by a falſe joy, 
more cruel even than the certainty of our miſ- 


fortunes, I could not avoid giving credit in 
ſpite of myſelf to the report of Klaas; and, 


half opening the cloak in which I was wraps 
ped, to conſider the appearances of this ap- 


proaching ſtorm, I perceived that it was on the 
polnt of burſung over the mountain, and that 


we ſhould not fail to partake of its benefits. 


It was not long before I heard the ſound of 5 
ſome large drops of water, the welcome har- 
bingers of a copious rain. All my ſenſes, i . 
ſtantly expanding with ſatisfaction and joy, 


again uncloſed themſelves to life. I threw off 
my covering, and ſtretching myſelf on my back, 


with my mouth wide open caught with de- 12 
| light the drops which happened to fall into it. 


Each was the moſt refreſhing balm to my 
parched tongue and burning palate. I can 
_ fately aver, that the pureſt: pleafure I ever 
en, was at that delicious moment, purchaſed 


by 
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8 ſighs and ſuch dame Din; 


It was not long before the rain poured dowyt | 


on all parts: for three hours it fell in torrents, 


2 people were running to and fro in the 


/ 


80 An eaſt; wind aroſe to diſperſe and carry away 
from us the remains of the clouds; the ſæy 
reſumed its clearneſs; and the ſun, which the 
evening before had ſerved only ta parch oujrt 
8 Waalkes. now ſeemed to riſe madly to a 
. . the 


its noiſe contending with chat of the thunder, 


which ceaſed not to roll over our heads. All 


| ſtorm, ſeeking and congratulating one another 
with an air of triumph, at finding themſelves 


thus unexpectedly | bathed ; they; were beings + 


re- animated: you would have ſaid they endeas 
vaured to ſwell out their bodies, as if to offer a 


larger f ſurface to:the rain, and imbibe the more | 
of it. For my part, L found ĩt fo agreeable to 5 


ſoak. myſelf i in like manner, that, i in order to 


retain che grateful coolneſs more efleQually, 1 


reſolved not to take off my clothes. The cold, 


however, of which at length I became ſenſible, 
obliged me to depart from my reſolution, and 1 


ſtripped myſelf eee and _ crept 


under my cloak. | BON, 1 E102 
:So much happineſs, could Sat eng; in ſorrow, 


3 


1 5 


. * & 


the- Ms: of the ſorm. NT On: awaking. 
each found himſelf a very different man; we 
were completely revived, and one of the firſt 
effects we experienced from this unhoped - for 
change was a devouring hunger. Thus diſ- 
poſed, what a reſource did we ſind in thoſe an- 


telopes which the evening before we had ſo 


much deſpiſed; and hat an eager appetite at 


once ſucteeded to the univerſal n we had 


cee ben fil Ho} c3%p 
While We were ee 10 e * 


| eds preparations to dreſs them, I diſco- 
vered with ſurpriſe, that one of my people was 
miſſing: As it was poſſible that he might have 
loſt himſelf in the neighbourhood, 1 ſent one 


of his comrades in queſt of him; but he having 
eee bent ee him, I dan. to be 


aca tell m e it was desde or 
after the ſtorm that he abſented himſelf. Our 
uneaſineſs was ſoon changed i into alarm, and 


each endeavoured to account for. his diſap- 
pearance. The cauſes they afligned were, 
however, the reverſe of conſolatory: according 


to ſome, he muſt have been aſſaſſinated by the 
Boſhmen and according to others, deſtroyed 


Vor. Il, e 2 by 


APEICAHT »-, ous 
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by ſoine ey Toile probably A ring 
ſearch of water _ yi: 


Both theſe 8 aka to me 


cegqually improbable. We had been wundering 


about the moumains 'a whole day, without 
diſcovering any where a ſingle Boſhman, or 
the leaſt trace of one. Beſides, ſuppoſing a 
horde of theſe robbers to exiſt in ſome of the 
paſſes, what likelihood was there, that they 
eould have attacked him without our perceiv- 
ing it, as Jantje, which was his name, would 
certainly have defended himſelf, and called for 
affiſtance. The ſame reafoning would equally - 
apply to the other ſuppoſition. Carnivorous 
animals inhabit 'only fuck diſtricts as abound 
in game, where they find of courſe a ready 
fupply of food. - This was not the caſe here, 
and accordivgly we had found not one fero- 
cious animal. Thus, therefore, I was per- 
fuaded, that Jantje had neither been carried off 
5 by the Boſnmen, nor devoured by a wild beaſt. 
I had far more reaſon to apprehend, that, 
wearied of the laborious and painful life he 
bad for ſome time led, he had reſolved to quitt 
me, and had ftolen off in the night; or chat, 
worn out with want and fatigue, incapable of 


AR E A. „ 
| Felfiing any 5 ſo many ilts, he had gone, 155 
exhauſted and dying, like the wild beaſts, 
to yield his laſt breath in ſome ſequeſtered 
- Theſe gloomy preſages appeared to me more 
natural than thoſe of my companions, yet they . 
were not better founded. While they were 
contending for theirs; and I, from motives of 
prudence, concealed mine; they perceived 
Jantje running towards us, with extended 
arms, and making thoſe ſigns uſual among the 
ſavages when they have any great news, oy” 
1 or bad, to announce. 1 
On his arrival he informed me, * 
the ſtorm in the night having reſtored kis 
ſtrength, he availed himſelf of it to endeavour 
to render me a ſervice. He had flattered him- 
ſelf, that the darkneſs would enable him to diſ- 
cover any, fires that might be kindled in the 
| ſurrounding valleys, and with this deſign be 
quitted me. I rambled”. added he, © all the 
night, without perceiving any fire; but at 
day break I obſerved, about a league off, a 
« flock” of ſheep coming from a kraal, and 
a ſpreading over the plain. My firſt thought 
"00 Was o go and ſpeak to the keepers, of whom 
1 | 5 0 a2 W *: there : 
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e there were three; but: as did not know them, | 
„ and was alone, 1 thought it more prudent A 
to come and inform your to Sov how you 
* would act. 5 N | 190 

In the extremity to which Iv way: reduced, | 
nothing could be more fortunate for me, than 


comrades heard the relation of his diſcovery 
with tranſports of joy. They ſqueezed his 
hand to thank him; they careſſed him after 
their faſhion,, and requeſted me immediatelß 
to proceed towards the ſhepherds. I alſo, in 
my turn, paid him my warmeſt acknowledge- 
ments, and praiſed his. acutenels, has pruderice, 
and his zel oo e 
It was not enough to have eſcaped for the 

if | moment from the agony: of thirſt: it was ne- 
109 cCe.eſſary to eſcape, as 1 may ſay; from the de- 
iſ ert, by finding ſome means of getting out f 
4 „ - ..it; and in theſe we could be inſtructed onlyß 


5 . 


ceeded with alicrity towards them: but, note 
wWithſtanding our general ardour, my Hottèn- 
tots found here and there on their road baits. | 
to ſeduce them from the purſuit, in the pools 
1 of rain: water which the ſtorm had repoſited 5 
EWS | . 


wot 


the news announced by this Hotientot. His 


I! 75 the ſhepherds. Guided by Jantje, we pro- 


. 4 DE | | 1 ot "Ip; - 


in hae 8 Bok rocks. They were never 
tired of admiring theſe beautiful baſins of li- 
quid cryſtal, the tranfparency. of which, was 
unclouded: they were all eager to taſte of it; 
and if one of them diſcovered a new 8 
he called his comrades, who, joining in his 
ecktaly, failed not to taſte of it alſo, and found 


its water ſtill more copious, more clear, and 


18 


. 


more delicious than the preceding: mere chil- 
dren, who ſeemed to intend by drinking now - 


to quench the rſt that ſhould occur tc-Mor- 9 955 


row W. 8 
| I thad an interior e of pure delight | 
in ſeeing theſe unfortunate Hottentots laugh 
and amuſe themſelves with our paſt misfor- 
tunes, and, ſatisfied with the preſent, diſmiſs 
all care for the future, My mind was fixed 
upon the future; but 1 was not inclined to 
diſturb their tranquillity. Meanwhile one 
- thought ſtrongly ſuggeſted itſelf to me, and the 
- PR that it conjured up in my mind completed 
the charm 1 felt in theſe ſcenes, as ſimple as 
"they were affecting. The number of reſervoirs 


We found on our road, convinced me that the | 


; ſtorm. had extended a great way: and I had 5 
I Id Tas eee 
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CO pid us, not only the rt 
|. eathp, but have filled the reſerybir heat Which 
is my old Swanepoel remained, with his four , 7 
men. Every inſtant I repreſented to mhle 
: their] joy: I depicted them alſo As fortaing 
ſame conſolatory conjectures with 
me, and thanked them 3 in my mind 


ing it had removed, and we perceiyes i at 2 
diſtance advancing along the ridge of a. 
went ſtraight forward to the ſhepherds, 1 5 . 
informed us, that they were in fact part of : 


"_ : offered, to conduct me. 


- 4 E 
« 
*. £4 


| bus beau b bim a Re from c cur ION In 


the welt, it mult have wateryd, before < 
Where I had: left 


„ 


. 
© 


generous attachment, . 1 0 
> RE length we arrived at the 1 1 
Jantje had ſeen the flock, butalince th mern 


the horde of Klaas Baſter, to * one of them 5 5A 


The approach of a company | bre he wal 


; Y 1 a calculated to alarm theſe men; and] fancied 


| that 1 perceived in them, as We drew near, 


8 ſymptoms. of uneaſineſs and forpriſe, | But 1 5 
9 : | ſoon quieted their apprehenfions,. by making, 5 
= 1 my people halt; and I ſent forward Klaas with. 
INT the ſhepherd! who had offered- to accompany; 


I directed them to inform Baſter, | that. + 
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Ar RGA 8 
Seni Caine Gordon, and that Ive bim, 
gs an inquiſitive woxetler a * eins 
de country... 
The name of Gordon ed every. Ga 46M 
5 * I pereeiyed my ambaſſador return- 
ing with a well- locking mulatto, by the ſide of 1 
' whom was another, lower in ſtature, and less 
- dignified in appearance. The former was Klaas 
Haſter, the name of the latter was Piet. They 
"were brothers. They accoſted me with frank- 
neſs, and tock me by the hand in the Dutch 
made ; for they had aequired the manners of 
the Dutch, as well as their language, which 
they ſpoke extremely well. I delivered to 
them the Colonel's letter: but here their 
 ſeitnce was at a ſtand; neither of them, cn 
read; and the leuer wag tung is ME, n 
| fron as received, | 
| "Ties Colonel hd defined chemo do grey 
Sas for me, that might be in their power; 
hut as he could nat foreſee the diſtreſs to which 
I ſhould be reduced, he had of eourſe not been 
able to ſpecify the kind of ſervice I ſhould need, 
.+ was veryeaſy, however, far na to ſupply v hat 
was wanting in the lettenʒ and accprdingly with 
"> 4 a xen fined. an the D4parsl werd get A 
"$14 . . 4 | * 
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1 long catalogue of my wants, 41 Ja 
_ boldly to demand of them, in the Colonels 


name, all that he might have alked is: bad 
| 15 known my ſituation. e 


The weight of this powerful recommenda- 


tion I endeavoured to augment by: other ar- 
_  guments, in the courſe of converſation.” As 
we proceeded towards the kraal, I related te 
the two brothers all the diſaſters we had expe- 
rienced fince our departure from the Elephant - 
River; the deſpair to which we had been re- 
duced for want of water, when the ſtorm came 
to relieve us; and the whole ſeries of unfors | 
BE tunate adventures, which had obliged me to 
abandon my three waggons, and to leave my 


people and baggage diſperſed upon the road. I 


; appeared as if greatly agitated, while I related 
all the obſtacles that I found ariſing at every 
ſtep: and I was really much affected; for a. 
ſecret preſentiment told me, that theſe obſtacles 
would ſome day be multiplied to a degree 
that i it would be ee ay as fo ee 


"them. 55 | le 
My misfortunes bene to Meade then two. 

brothers. They had liſtened to the narrative 

vin e and without nnn me: 
. 8 e 


but when lt near hs Kral, the ar ſüd⸗ 
denly broke ſilence, and, ſtriking the ground 
forcibly with his foot, © Do not,” ſaid he, be 
caſt down; in a few days your three wag⸗ 
1 gone, with all your people, ſhall be here.“ 
Agreeable as was this promiſe, it appeared 
to me not · the leſs aſtoniſhing. It ſtruck me 
as too difficult a taſk for the waggons to ar- 
rive at the mountains where we were ſituated; 
for, though they were leſs high than the ridge 
on which we had paſſed the night, ſtill they 
were very conſiderably elevated above” the 
plain. However, as my hoſt engaged for the 
execution of his deſign, I:could not avoid * 
ing credit to its practicability. ,” When we had 
entered his hut, Klaas Baſter invited me to reſt 
myſelf. He then renewed his promiſes wick 
Kill more energy; adding, that at the preſent 
moment indeed he could not begin to carrx 
them into effect, becauſe his cattle were abſent 
| 4a the paſtures; but the moment they returned, 
is brother ſhould ſet off with all the oxen, 
And as many men as were neceſſary, to aſſiſt 
| Swanepoel and his four companions, to whom 
they ſhould carry N and whom 1 
, ſoon ſee. 
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This N would-be tulings ade 46. 
tay- companions in misfortune, whom I had 


left at the laſt place of our encampment. Sup- 
poſing that, from my former, orders, part of 
them would have arrived at che fountain, to 


which I had directed them ta repair, 1 ſent 
three of my people to acquaint them with it; 


and having done this, they were to purſue the 
road we had taken, between the two chains of 


mountains, reconnoitre Oliphants-Kop, and 


thence, ſtill following the track of my wag- 
gons, proceed to inform Swanepoel and his 
: companions, that mo would * receive we - 


ſiſtance. 
After FER Riloas: Baſter e his 


i: people, with chaſe of mine who were with me, 
to _conſtru& a hut for my uſe; and towards 


the evening his brother departed from the kraal, 


to execute the plan he had formed. I gave 


him two men armed with muſkets for an eſcort, 
and alſo: to ſerve as guides: beſides theſe; as he 


paſſed the fountain, he was to take with him 


ſome more of my people; becauſe, having to 
load the laſt waggon with ſuch of the baggage 


" been _ out: at IS 1 + a 


* 1 
1 


* | %* 
% 


Ar RICA. - 


8 goneting baer number of hands wild be 
| 3 | e if 5 
I be time — "= this journey _ 
oblige me to'paſs ſome days at the kraal; and 
it was poſſible, that I might be under the ne- 
geſſity of prolonging my ſtay, ſince I could no: 
avoid giving my caravan, my horſes, and even 
my oxen, if any remained alive, ſufficient reſt 
to enable them to recover from their fatigue. 
In this compulſory ſtate of ina&ion, I had no 
reſource but the chace. Accordingly I em- 
ployed the two following days in hunting ia 
the mountains with my hoſt and my guide. 
But the evening of the ſecond day I experi- 
enced an agreeable ſurpriſe, when, as I ap- 
proached the kraal, I perceived my flag waving 
near the hut which had been erected for me; 
my waggon and people having arrived in the 
courſe of the day. At this ſight an involuntary 
_ exclamation of joy eſeaped me; and hope, 
Which had long been baniſhed from my breaſt, 825 
entered it for the firſt time. I even found 
| thirteen. oxen and both my horſes alive; but 
theſe were all the animals, except” my ROUT: 


which bad ſurviyed. - 
8 the teſt, me char in u Welt mountains : 


— 


ec TRAY ELS an 


pinmiſed to afford me Aeitber anuah Gove nor wh 
any very valuable ſubjects of natural hiſtory: 3 
Same was very ſcarce in them, and I ſaw 
bardly any thing but a particular. ſpecies 8 
antelope, called by the Hottentots Lain, and 
buy the Dutch 4ip-pringers (rock leapers), of 
Fr which no author has, t e a e de- 
| | ſeription. e £4 
The Laizſi has irg A the Dabib« the 93 9 
. appellation of klip /ringer. on account of the ; 5 
[aeaſe with which it leaps from rock to rock; 
I and indeed of all the antelopes there is no-one 
equal to it in agility. It is about the ſize of a 
kid of a year old, and of a yellowiſh grey co 
I lour; but its hair has this peculiarity, that, in- 
if -. Read of being round, pliable, and firm, like 
if  . that of moſt other quadrupeds, it is flat, harſh, 
and ſo little adherent to the ſkin that the 
i Clighteſt friction makes it fall off. Nothing is 
more eaſy, therefore, than to deprive this ani - 
mal of its hair: dead or alive i it is the ſame; 
to rub, or even to touch the animal i is ſufficient. 
4 es often endeavoured to preſerve the ſkin 
with the hair on it of thoſe I have killed, but 
I could never ſucceed ; ; for, whatever gare 1 
took in HI POOP, le fur r Farmg.of 
in 


»” was 


* 75 o 1 % "4 ! 
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ba A FRG: | 229. | 
in luck dust, that the ſkin was not worth 
8 ned on ace 
1 © Anchber: 3 of this ues bar 78 
ite being extremely fragile, ſo that if you take 
à tuſt of it between your fingers, and twiſt it 
with the other hand, it will break like the 
belongs not excluſively to the hair of the hainfi; 
for I have-obſerved it in the hair of other qua- 
drupeds, which in the fame manner live among 
the rocks. | 
The antelope of whith Ls am a. differs 
Ka the other ſpecies alſo in the ſhape of the 
foot, which, inſtead of being pointed like theirs, 
is rounded at the end; and as it is always ac- 
cuſtomed, both in leaping and walking, to 
tread with the point of the hoof, without reſt- 
logat all on che heel, it leaves a printdiſtinguiſh- 
able from that of any other antelope in Africa. 
Its fleſh is exquiſitely flavoured, and much 
ſought after, particularly by the hunters, Pan- 
thers and Jeopards too are equally fond of it; 
and I have been told by the Hottentots, that | 
theſe animals unite ſeyeral together to hunt 
the kainſi, and, when it takes refuge on the 1 7 
paint of ſome hep rock, that one off them will go 
W Ye 


n 1 weavers 1 N 
855 e to wait for his prey, hte che 
others advance, and oblige it to leap from its 
retreats. For my part, I cannot credit theſe 
pretended aſſociations of animals of the tiger 
kind, all of which are actuſtomed to live foli- 
tarily, and to hunt each for himſelf; nor have 
I ſeen any wild beafts, except the hyæna, the 
Jackal, and the dog, join with others of their 
ſpecies, march in companies, and form ſchemes 
of manceuvring,either in the par oe 
ſuit of their game. 9 
The chace of the kainſi is very aud ing. It 
is true, it is ſcarcely poſſible to hunt it down 
with dogs, as it ſoon eſcapes them by means 
of its inconceivable agility, and gets out of their 
Teach on the point of ſome detached rock, 
where it will remain whole hours ſafe from all 
purſuit, and ſuſpended, as it were, above the 
, abyſs. But in this fituation it is excellently 585 
placed for the arrow or the ball of the huntſ- - 
man; who is commonly certain of PS. 
at pleaſure, though he is not dere able to 
| come at it when killed, | 
l have often been pleaſed with the exceffive 
ay ef the kainſi, and once in particular 
was witneſs to a moſt aſtoniſhing inſtance of it. 


{ 
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I was ia one of theſe animals, Wen 


from the nature of the place, it found itſelf fo 


preſſed by my dogs, as to be on the point f 


being run down and taken. There were ap- 


parentliy no means of eſcape; ſince before 


it was a vaſt perpendicular rock, by which its 
_ courſe: was rieceflarily ſtopped. In this wall, 


however, which appeared to me perfectiy 


ſmooth, was a little ridge, projecting at moſt 


not above two inches, which the kaink quickly 


perceived, and, leaping upon it, to my great 
aftoniſhment kept itſelf firm. I imagined, 
that at any rate it muſt ſoon tumble down; 
and my dogs too fo fully expected it, that they 


ran to the bottom of the rock, to be ready to 


catch it when it fell. To haſten its fall, I en- 


deavoured to harraſs it, and make it loſe its 
equilibrium; and for this purpoſe I pelted it 


with ſtones. All at once, as if gueſſing my 


deſign, it collected its whole ſtrength, bounded - 
over my head, and, falling a few paces from 


me, darted away with the utmoſt ſpeed. Not- 


withſtanding the rapidity of its flight, it would 


have been eafy for me to have ſhot it but its 
leap had ſo ſurpriſed and amuſed me, chat 1 
MT its life. Its 1 fucceeded- only 
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| with my dogs, b conſuſed at ſceing it 
eſcape, did nouterar te me eee ſpecies : 


of name. 11G 12d 4 
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ee, Sig Kann 1 fg Fd no other game 
plane the whole chain of mountains, 
but ſome daſſen, or dama antelopes; and the 
breed of theſe is not numerous, becauſe the 
- eagles, and other birds of prey, which inhabit 
| Inn; prevent their multiplyin gg. 
viz The mode of hunting obſerved by theſe 
carnivorous fowls, is a curious ſpectaele, 
Perched on the loftieſt ſummits and the ſteepeſt 
rocks of the mountains, they watch their game 
from afar, and their acute ſight enables them 
to diſcover it at a vaſt diſtance. If they per- 
ceive one of theſe antelopes among the rocks, 


they dart upon it with the rapidity of light⸗ 
ning, ſeize it before it has time to recover its 


| hole, and carry it off to their eyry, either to 


devour it themſelves, or to en it to the 


talons of their hungry young. ret papa 
+ Theſe vultures, and other birds of. av en- 
pied my attention much more than the ſmall 

quadrupeds I have. mentioned. Having always 

the increaſe of my collection at heart, I hoped 


"_ to meet — an opportunity of nn 
i | : to 


7 


IM pint e * 1 
to lt ſome new er interefting ſubje cs, and my 


wiſhes were not diſappointed. But how was 


Ito get: within ſhot of theſe birds without their 


Perceiving me? And if they did perceive me, | 


there was no probability of my coming near 


them. My only method Was to conceal my- 


ſelf among the bruſh wood, near a place where 
there was plenty of dama antelopes, and to 


wait with patience till the birds darted on 
their prey. This device ſucceeded ; and 1 
was indebted to it for ſeveral new and ſcarce | 

birds, of which I ſhall give a . in wy | 


| ornithology. ; 


{In this diſtrick 1 Killed, amongrothersavul... 
ture, of a pale yellowiſh carnation (Blanc a- 
belle). The Dutch planters call it wwitte-fraat, 


(the white crow) : though it is far from being 
à crow, and is certainly a vulture. By the Ni- 
F miquas it is called ourt-gourap ; ; another very 


common bird in theſe mountains, of which 7 
alſo I ſhall ſpeak hereafter, and which is allied 


in its character both to the vulture and the 


: crow, and forms between them an intermedi- - 


ate genus. Its plumage i 1s black; but, having a 
white patch on the hinder part of the neck, 


it has thence, in-the colonies, received the ap- N 


Far. 1: | RNC. PO 


_—_ TRAVELS) IN : 
pellationof ring-hals-kraai, (ing add crow). 
It is rare, however, at the Cape, though. very 
abundant among the rocks in queſtion. I have | 
denominated it the corbivau. 5 
RE. a Theſe various excurſions in Dae game 
atfforded me many adventures, ſome of Which, 
perhaps, would not be unamuſing to the reader; 
but I ſhall only relate ſuch as may in ſome de- 
4 gree contribute to the improvement of natural 
hiſtory, # and this is my inducement for TONE - 
the following particulars. EY! 25 
One evening, when I had ak an "an 
3 8 5 hour to the kraal, one of Klaas Baſter s 
ll  #Herdſmen came haſtily to inform us, that he 
1 had obſerved two elephants ſtop, on a neigh» 
bouring heath. Scarcely any news could be 
js more intereſting to me than this. It recalled | 
13s to my remembrance all the pleaſure I had xe · 
i ceived in my firſt journey, from hunting theſe | 
animals in the Auteniqua country; and the 
* two mentioned by che herdſman appearing to 
indicate an: intention of paſſing the night in the 
ti place where they had been ſeen, I had every 
18 reaſon to promiſe myſelf, that L ſhould come 
up with them before they quitted it. It was 
8 reſolved, thaegſore, that we n attack them 
| 07 
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„ AFRICA. . 
a W and, for this — I imme- 
diliately melted ſome lead, to caſt ſuch balls as 


we wanted. But Klaas Baſter's fuſee would 


not ſhoot ſtraight ; and, to bring it into a proper 
ſtate, he ſpent a conſiderable time in firing at 
| 2 mark, e to the _— cuſtom & the 


More 8 a N of my powder was 
waſted in this manner; yet this circumſtance. 
_ grieved-ime much leſs than the imprudence and 


bobſtinacy of the man, who could not be i igno- 


rant that the noiſe of this continued popping, 
augmented and repeated by the numerous 
echoes of the mountain, muſt alarm the ele- x 
-  Phants; and induce them to retire. This was 
exactly the caſe. The next day, guided by 
the ſhepherd, and accompanied by ſeveral of 
my Hottentots, we proceeded with all poſſible 
precauiion to the heath: but this precaution 
vas uſeleſs; for the two animals had quitted the 
place, and we ſaw no marks of them, except 
their dung and their footſteps. "However, 1 
was ſtill not without hopes of overtaking them, 
as their footſteps pointed out the means of 
putſuing them, if I were inclined ſo to 4 
and this vas the reſolution I * [ 
. we 
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We rambled a long while over . the * 
tireſome ground, and had frequently to leap 


from one piece of rock to another, and 2 | 
0 over the mouldered fragments of the moun- 


| With my mind leſs occupied, I ſhould 
| Mo this tremendous ſpectacle, where” 


exhauſted nature wants ſtrength to renova . 

herſelf. How many ſucceſſive centuries have 
exerciſed their devouring teeth on theſe for- 2 
midable barriers! Thus every part of the globe, 
one after another, becomes the prey of time; 
or rather the globe itſelf perpetually waſtes 
away, and melts inſenſibly i in the > boſom « of 1 


ſpace. 


After a very fatiguiog EAT e up et 5 : 
viii and windings, we at length perceived 


behind a little hill the two elephants of which 


we were in ſearch: and, to add to our good 


Fortune, the ſituation was ſo favourable, that | 5 


we could approach within gun-ſhot without 


being perceived. Klaas Baſter and I ſelected 
each his object. Mine, which was a female, 


dropped inſtantly. His was a male: it uttered | 


fo dreadful a cry as to make us ſhudder with 
fear, and ran two hundred paces before it fell. 
My. Hottwiitots followed nid and the moment 


. 
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_ they perctivict it, frrerched on che ground, 1 


heard them exclaim repeatedly, and with 
every demonſtration of; oy, poes-hop, Poe Elo p. 


Aconthed at this exclamation, the meaning of 


to explain it to me. He anſwered, that poet. loß 
Was the name of a particular breed of ele- 


phants, which had no tuſks, and were very 
rarely to be met with; and that hence aroſe 


the ſhouts of joy and ſurpriſe that burſt ee 
my people. Theſe poer-lops, he added, though 


deſtitute of tuſks, were much more dreaded 


than elephants provided with them, becauſe 


they were much more malicious. 
After a thorough examination of theſe ani- 


| mals, I was fully convinced, that they were 
not a different ſpecies of elephant, as Baller | 


had aſſerted, but a mere variety, or lſut na- 
ture.” Experienced hunters have ſince in- 


formed me, that, though the poer- icht are very 


 ſearce, they do not fail to meet with ſome oe 
cCaſionally, and always deſtitute of tuſks, how 


ever old they may be. That which my hoſt 
had juſt killed had not the leaſt appearance of 


tuſks; and moſt certainly would never have 
"had mes z for, as I have already obſerved, the 
. NS. „ 
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miſks: "IO to be viſible | in clephants at e 
_ eatlieſt age. I have in my collection two, 
taken from a ſucking elephant, probably not. 
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more than three or four months old, Which 
meaſure only two inches and a half in length. 


This is a peculiarity, however, in Africa only, 
and by no means in other countries; ſince it 


is as rare to find an elephant with tuſks in tha 


iſland of Ceylon, as without them at the Cape 


of Good - Hope. Of this ſack I have been aſ- 


ſured by perſons, who have reſided thirty years 


in the iſland, and were conſtantly preſent at all 


= the elephant-hunts, which take place there at 
ſtated and regular periods. Among a hundred 
elephants taken on thoſe oecaſions, to find 


two with tuſks would be a phenomenon; and 
of thoſe furniſhed with ſuch inſtruments of. 


defence, the tuſks would not weigh more tan 


fiſteen or twenty pounds. Ihe females of the. - 


Country of which Lam ſpeaking never ſuow 
the leaſt veſlige of any; while at the Cape of 

| Good-Hope they are never without them of a 
larger or ſmaller ſize, and even the old males 
have formidable weapons; for it is by no 
means uncommon to kill one of theſe with 
ruſks, each of a n pounds weight, and 


there ; 
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9 chere nabe been (als in the Company's Hayat 
houſes weighing as much as a hundred and 
ſixty pounds, as F have been affured by ſeveral 
-perfons of credibi ty, who had the ins. a 
things of this nature. 

"Are the elephants of Ceylont then a ferent 
ſpecies from thoſe of Africa? I think they are 
not. At the fame time it is now proved, that 

the rhinoceros of India is of a different ſpecies 
| from the rhinoceros of the. Cape; ſince they 
have diſtinct characters, by which they are 
Completely diſcriminated from each other: but 
the fame circumſtance remains to be ſhewn 
with reſpect to the elephants of the Cape and 
of Ceylon. The planters and Hottentots, who ' 
have had opportunities of meeting with or 
killing pore-hop elephants, aſſured me they were 
alt males. That which we had juſt killed was 
ten feet four inches high (French). To judge 
ol its ge by its grinders, which were very lit- | ' 
tle worn, it muſt have been ſtill very young, 
The female was not more than a:foot-ſhortes, © - 
and was the largeſt L had ever ſeen. Ity'tuſks - 
| weighed twenty pounds each: In the courſe 
5 7 mY es however, I met with larger 
8 4 e e 


—  — 
< 


1 ers TRAVELS. IN 


females, the null, of ohh wache A third 
A | 

This exnragedinary bulk i in CS inhabit | 
jog a country ſo ſterile, and that affords only 
| brackiſh water, excited in me conſiderable 
. aſtoniſhment... I obſerved, too, that the cattle | 
of Baſter were remarkably lar: ge and eng, 4 
This double fact led me to a very Gwple. re: 
flection. While P. traverſed, in my. preceds 
ing journey, the country of. the Caffres,and 
the land of Auteniqua, I every where beheld 
enchanting ſpots, paſtures always green, and 
magnificent foreſts with rivers and brggks in 


abundanee : no country indeed could. Aa ap- 


pearance be more favourable to examipive: 
Tous animals, whether wild or tame; neyer - 
theleſs they are chere low in growth, and 
never attain more than a middling ſige and 
ſtature. On the contrary, in the country in 


Which I now was, the breeds Both of wild and 
tame animals were extraordinarily, larges not- 


' withſtanding water, beſides its bracki 


Which 1 have already had too mueh ocgafion 
to notice, was N ſcarce, and its dry ſands 
3 aforded- only: mbh Wis, png en ve 
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aß called. the.-boſhmen's, graſs... Hence | 
8 Was aaturally; | led to ſuppoſe, haz in watery | =_ 
countries the. Juices of vegetables are too,aque- 
8 and deficient in nutriment, Perhaps too 
ſche earth has veins. producing different juices, | 
more or leſs Dutritious, , Hitherto I had been 
a induced to believe, that a ſandy, ſoll, of what- 
Ser kind, that of the tum for example, 
muſt produce. falts in urious.. o the plants 
growing on it, and Pat uo, by prejudicial t to 
cattle ; and that, on the contrary, the delight- | 
ful countries of Auteniqua and Caffraria, the 
foil of which i is good and well watered, muſt 
; furniſh . in abundance the 3 e juices beneficial. to 
life ; 5 but 1 abide by the fact, more certain 
0 chan any conjeQures, and "leave the talk of 185 
inveſtigating, 1 its cauſes to any one. who may N 
+ chooſeto undertake 1 it. Lfballonly remark, that 
| I have generally obſerved land too much. Water- | 
ed produce herbs. that. are acid, which, cattle 
not uſed to them refuſe. The cologiſts term : 
! ſuch ſoils fure-vlable (four land). _ Wu Rr Os 
Before we quitted our two elephants, 1 de | 
termined to extract the tuſks of the female. 
8 M y Hottentots begged . me to carry away, t the 
| Dons of the e allo, e two pe- 
„ - rations 
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- rations conſumed the remainder of the day, 


and obligeg us to paſs the hight in the midſt of 


this huge flaughter-houſe. Thoſe delicious and 


> rare morſela, the feet, were roaſted as uſual i in 


the embers. Every one was active in prepar- 
ing this feaſt, for it was long fince we "had 
favoured any thing like it. The choiceſt mor- 


fels being allotted for the maſter, while the lefs . 
dainty chines gratified the i more hungry, every 


gueſt falling to with much joy and appetite, and 


| good water being plenty, nothing was wanting | 
to this celebrated ſupper, but the certainty of : 


making s a ſimilar one every day. 

Thus diverting. my leifure hours, I divided 
my days between the pleaſure of hunting, and 
that of acquiring from the two wandering bro- 
5 thers more accurate information reſpecting the 
coudtry which 1 intended to traverſe. But 
the moſt agreeable day to me was unqueſtion- 
ably that on which I faw all my effects arrive 
at the kraal of Klaas Baſter, and my people 
afſembled around we. Every one was eager 
to teſtify his Joy: every one endeavoured 
to outvie the reſt i in reciting all the anxiety he 
bad felt on account of my dangers : and I was 
obli ged to attend to this overflow of proteſts. 


VVV tions. 
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Gi: [It was with particular pleaſure- That 1 


embraced Swanepoel. The good old mam 


had deſpaired of ever ſesing me again; and 
yet had remained faithful to his paſt. Since 
my departure, he and his comparty had partly 


lived on a paſan antelope, which hehad killed on 


its coming to drink at their reſervoir. Luckily 
dee ſtorm, which we had experienced on the 
/ "mountain; extended alſo to them, and inſured 
| them a proviſion. of water for ſome time by 
filling their ciſtern. They had even reeovered 
one of my oxen, which I had leſt dying on the 
road. Relieved from its thirſt, and revived by 


the rain, the animal had preceeded on its way, 


and, guided by the fires which they had kept 


burning, had actually rejoined them. Swanes: 
poel had flattered himſelf, that he ſhould alſo 
ſee again the three dogs which had quitted me: 
but they never appeared, and no doubt re- 
mained in the deſert, where they became wild. 
But what gave him moſt uneaſineſs in his little 


camp was, the frequent attacks of the lions 
and hyænas. The carcaſes of the oxen Ithad: 
left on the road had. attrafted by cheir finel} 
à confiderable aſſemblage of theſe ravenous 


e the fierceneſs ae. number of whichwere. 
2 | a ſubject 
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A ſubject _—_— ſerious alaren-to kis ſmall 
company. 008 O14 1 
My caravan being aſſembled nh of me 
freſh cares, aſſiduous attention, and of courſe a 
more ſedentary life. It is true, the chain of 
mountains not abounding with animals, a few! 

days were ſufficient to procure me every ad- 
dition I could make to my collection; ſo that 

I hunted only by way of varying my occupa- 
| tions, or ayoiding idleneſs ; and very ſoon an 
event, which I-was far from W N78 
me to give it up entirel :p: J 
One day as I was ranging the valleys with 3 
95 my gun, I ſaw at a diſtance a female mulatto, 
who, mounted on an ox, which ſhe managed 
gracefully, appeared to be proceeding to the 
kraal. She was dreſſed in the Hottentot 
mode, and was conducted by a man, Who I 
knew belonged to the horde of Kllas Baſter. 
As ſoon as her guide perceived me, he pointed 
me out to her, and ſhe immediately put her 
animal upon the trot to overtake me. Accoſt- 
ing me in Dutch, ſhe alighted, and requeſted 
me to accompany her to the kraal. It was a 
ſiſter of my hoſt yet unmarried, and living in 83 
2 diſtant t Horde. On the day of wy arrival, he 


Dire | | | bad: 
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had font an expreſs to his ſiſter to inform her 
of it; and ſhe, having her curioſity excited, 


haſtened to ſee me. She was a very charming 
woman; not poſſeſſed indeed of the ſleuder 
| ſhape or ingenuous fimplicity of Narina; on 
che contrary, a ſligt degree of corpulency was 


prejudicial to the agility of her motions, and 10 
ſhe had all the airs and coquetry incident to the 


remembrance of diſtinguiſmed birth; for the 
was not born a ſavage, and no doubt laid Tho 
to A far ſuperior nature, | * 


Her father was an European, who in "his 
. youth had gone over to the Cape, and who, 
- firſt in the ſervice of the company, and next of 
a farmer, had contrived, by his labour and 


induſtry, to form to himſelf a pretty conſider- 
able eſtabliſhment, about five-and- twenty or 
thirty leagues off, on the banks of the Groene- 


Kivier (green river). At firſt he had cohabited 


with a Hottentot woman, by whom he had 


Klaas Baſter, Piet Baſter, and their ſiſter. But 
growing vain in proportion as he grew rich, be 
became aſhamed of his wife, and ſeparated 
from her to marry a white. The latter 


brought him ſeveral children, two of whony 
boys, the one EONS the other md ae 
Gannon years 
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(gk years of age, lived in the ſame houſe with him; 
but deing, as well as their mother, at enmity 


with him, they te to 8 him . | 
wretched. life. | 


- Theſe young men were not — ad m 
tak mulatto brothers, but had ſo perſecuted 


and haraſſed them, as to oblige them to flee 
from home. Their ſiſter had repalted from 
choice to the Hottentot horde of her mother. 
ITbe two Baſters, attached to each other by ties 
of friendſhip as well as conſanguinity, were 


unwilling to ſeparate, and had firſt formed a 
ſettlement together more to the ſouth in the 


plain. They had cleared ſucceſſively: two ex- 


cellent ſpots, from both of which their rela- 
tions had driven them by force, at the ſame time 
killing part of their cattle. Frequently they 


had been ſavage enough even to beat and 


wound poor Klaas, who was the principal obs _ 


ject of their animoſity. At length, to ſhun 
| their fury, he had agreed with his brother o 


come and ſettle among the mountains, where 
he hoped to be more eaſily concealed. Hav- 


ing both married Hottentot women, they 


formed, with their family and the people at- 


| ney to them, ho were all relations, a horde 


255 | | compoſed 


AFRICA. _” 
compoſed. of n or eighteen huts. Klaas, 
however, lived in perpetual diſquietude; al. 
ways afraid of being diſcovered and ſurpriſed 
by his cruel brothers: and this was the cauſe 
of che alarm which the ſhepherds had el. Z 
when I appeared with my troop. 0 
Ass his brothers reſided at the Namero, Klaas 
was in ſome meaſure at their diſcretion ; and, 
to ſay the truth, I was aſtoniſhed at his remain- 
ing in their neighbourhood, ſince he expected 
to have his days finiſhed by a muſket ball, as 
he himſelf aſſured me, which would have hap- 
pened long ago Had they not more than once 
miſſed their aim. Pitying his ſituation, I was 
N deſirous of bringing about a reconciliation be- 
tween him and his family, as a return for the 
ſervices he had rendered me; and, as I was of 
; paſs through the diſtrict they inhabited, I 
formed the deſign of eſſecting this purpoſe. 
Its ſucceſs appeared ſo certain, that I heſitated 
not to offer my mediation to the unfortunate 
Baſter, and went ſo far as even to pledge my 
ſell for the ratification of a treaty of peace, 7 
be would but accompany me. He appeared 
ſenſible of the motive that prompted my offers; 
— 5 50 he Lane of che ee of mollify ing 
2 | | the 
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mme hatred of his implacable' velaitdtis And 1e 


queſted of me, as particular favour, if 1. 
fhould ſee them on my journey, not to men? 


h tion his name, and even to conceal fron thent 
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Ihe ſiſter, both from her natural aſpoion 
and the mode of life ſhe had embraced, ap- 


| peared to be perfectly happy. 1 2 N . 
While I was with her, were ſpent in frolic and 
merriment. She was above all extremely eu- 
rivus. My waggons and equipage ſo occupied 
der attention, that ſhe was continually examin- 
ing them. I had not a piece of furniture ora 


ſingle implement of which ſhe would not know tr 
the name and the uſe. To pleaſe her, I was 


obliged to opert and empty all my boxes; at 


the fuffered not the leaſt bundle or the ſmalleſt 


drawer to efcape. Reſpecting myſelf, alfo, the 
was inexhauſtible f in her queſtions ; and fre- 

quently put to me ſuch ſimple and frank ones, | 
28 almoſt - to render me curious in my turn: 


My beard, which as yet was not very large, 


was a ſubject of ſingular amuſement ; the 3, 
hanfled it without ceremony, toyed with me 
in all ways, and told me, that in her eyes * 
* handſomer chan the handſomeſt Hotten⸗ 


tot. ' 
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tot. I thought her alſo very well for the 


place where we were, and indeed ſhe was the 


| Venus of the country. The ſcantineſs of her 
attire left great part of her charms expoſed to 


- 


view.; but ſhe thought no more of indelicacy 
in exkibiting, than of modeſty in concealing 
them. A man of leſs temperance would have 
had no favour to aſk, and no denial to fear. 

Meanwhile it appeared ſtrange to. me, that, 
being deſcended from a white parent, and 
having it in her power to live among whites, 


and ſettle herſelf in a habitation like her father's, 


the ſhould renounce ſuch an advantage, This 
remark I made to her, and aſked what motive 
ſhe had for. preferring the wandering life of 
the Hottentots,' and adopting a caſte leſs re- 
ſpectable than that in which ſhe was born. 


Her anſwer aſtoniſhed me. It was rational, 
and appeared to originate from:a-ſort of na- 
tive philoſophy which I certainly, did not ex- 


op to find in ſo giddy and volatile a head. 
lt is true Jam the daughter of a 0 Re : 
man,“ ſaid ſhe, but my, mother is a Hot- 
* tentot. Thus allied by. birth to two dif- 
“ ferent races, I bad it chooſe with which of 
them I would live. Lou -know, the pro- 
. Wor- II. . found 


— 
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« found contempt which the whites entertain 


« for the blacks, and even for thoſe of a mixed 


< breed like myſelf. To. ſettle among them 
« was to expoſe myſelf to daily. diſgrace and 
< affronts, or to be reduced to live alone, ſoli- 
- 4 tary and unhappy; while among the Hot- 
_ © tentots I was ſure of finding a welcome, and 
e of being treated with friendſhip and eſteem. 
4 What, let me aſk, would you have done in 
% my place? For my part, between certain 


« friends, and undoubted enemies, I ſaw no os 


room to heſitate. I preferred happineſs to 
pride. Among your planters I ſhould have To 
„ been overwhelmed wich humiliations :- 7” 
< mong thoſe of my mother's complexion I am 
« « happy. Eſteemed and reſpected, and per- 
fectly free, I am in want of nothing. Elſe· | 
- 6 where I ſhould have ſhed torrents Pen: . | 
tak : here I laugh all the day long; and 
« you may judge from my os: e 


Ti Jam content.” 


Thus ſagaciouſſy did my pretty ps 
reaſon; and if her playfulneſs and frivolity, | 
ſometimes teaſed me, to balance the account 1 
was frequently aſtoniſhed at her good ſenſe. * 
One n, as dhe. Was ee 
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wy! Wwazgoita and tents, ſhe ſuddenly called to 


me aloud, and putting into my hand an egg 
not yet cold, Here,” ſaid ſhe, this belongs 


to you, But let it teach you to be leſs neg> © 
Agent, and do not again let it be neceſſarx 


for me to wait upon your heels, and give 
you leſſons of vigilance,” 


The egg had been found in a buſh, bee | 


| it had been laid by the hen, which, when I ſet 
out upon my ſecond journey, I had given as a 
companion to my cock. In reality, neither 
I nor my people ſuſpected, that, after a jour- 


ney in which the had ſo much ſuffered from 
want and fatigue, a few days reſt were ſuf. 
ficient to recover her ſtrength, and enable 


her ſo ſoon to give me eggs. This, however, 
was certainly not the firſt. At leaſt I ſaw 


near the neſt fragments of broken ſhells, Which 


proyed that others had been laid. 

It was poſlible, that a weaſel or ſome ſuch 
animal-had come unknown to us, and devour- 
ed the produce of my hen; but there was a 
culprit nearer at hand that might be ſuſpected 


with more appearance of probability. 1 
was my ape. Such is the effect of a reputation 
- loſt, If any crime was committed 8 85 


"Ee =" on. 1 


—— 


— — —g— T —— DD — 
2 5 — 
= — 


MO ma we OC er Eo, TO 
* 
< 


= TRAVELS. IN 


to which gluttony was che incontive;. af any 


theft of eatables was diſcovered, Kees was in- 


ſtantly accuſed, and the AMINO was e 
unfounded. | 


On this occaſion I was alte of FRO 


myſelf whether I was right in my conjecture: 


and the next morning I kept on the watch, till 


the hen ſhould inform me by her cries of having 


laid. Kees was then on my waggon: but no 


| ſooner did he hear the firſt. cackle of the hen, 
than heleaped upon the ground, and was run- 
ning to the egg. Stopped unexpectedly by 
my preſence, he affected a careleſs attitude, 
balanced himſelf awhile on his hind-legs, and; 


winking his eyes with a filly air, walked back. 
ward and forward ſeveral times before me l 


ſhort, he employed all his cunning to take off 


my attention, and deceive me reſpecting his 


deſign. Theſe hypocritical mancuvres con- 
Frmed me in my ſuſpicions; and preſently I 
Wu, s convinced of the truth, when, to deceive 


him in my turn, pretending to turn my back + 


on the buſh, I ſaw him dart towards it and 


bear away the egg. I ran after him, and ar- 


_ rived juſt at the moment when, having broken 
the ſhell, he was ſwallowing its contents. It 


will 


4 F RIC A. | $3 
| will readily be 'preſumed; that the knave did | 
not eſcape unpuniſhed for his crime. Yet, ſo 
incorrigible is a perverſe diſpoſition, that my 
correction, ſevere as it was, had no effect in 
curing him of the practice. 
An ape is in reality an intratable animal, 
It is true he poſſeſſes ſuch powers of inſtinct, 
that he can often render important ſervices; as - 
mine did to me on more than one occaſion, 
But if be has invention, and becomes uſeful, 
it is always for himſelf and not for you that 
be labours, * Certainly no animal upon earth 
is ſo dexterous, or perhaps ſo artful. - Let if 
you attempt to employ him in any exerciſe or 
any work which is not voluntary, you will 
find him dull and awkward. It is only by 
dint of hunger and blows that you can diſci- 
pline him to certain tricks: and of ſome faults 
that are natural to him it is impoſſible to cor- 
rect him. He is laſcivious, gluttonous, thieviſh, 
revengeful, and paſſionate; and if he has not 
the vice of lying, the ſavages ſay it is « becauſe | 
he does not chooſe to talk. F 
Perſuaded that I ſhould never change 
the nature of mine, and never get an egg, 
ue 1 kept him chained up all the morn» 
„„ Eg DES. 
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ing, I endeavoured to beat him at his owt 
weapons. For this purpoſe I trained one of 
my dogs to run to the neſt the moment the 
hen gave notice of having laid, and bring me 
the egg without breaking it. This was done 
in a few days: but Kees, when the ſignal. 
Was given, ran- as well as he to the neſt. A 
| | eonteſt then aroſe, and often it was not the 
© dog, though the ſtronger of the two, that car- 
led the, day, If the dog was ſucceſsful, he 
ran with joy to bring me his prize, while the 
ape followed growling and threatening with 
his teeth, till I had taken the egg; when he 
appeared to be conſoled for the loſs of hisprize, 
by finding that his antagoniſt did not enjoy it. 
If Kees was the victor, he ran up into a tree, 
and, having ſwallowed the egg, threw the 
ſhell at the dog, as if by way of defiance, 
who returned with a look of ſhame that in- 
formed me of his miſadventure. | 
' Theſe details may appear trifling to many 
who will read my work ſolely to criticiſe it; if 
indeed they do not criticiſe without reading it: 
but to others, perhaps, they will be more uſeful 
than thoſe tireſome deſcriptions, thoſe end- 
leſs accounts which are quently; given of an 
„ 55 N 


aero 55 


ſees; or 4 part of an inſe&, and the dimen- 


fions without number of an animal. To me 


it is pleaſing to begin my journeys again; to 
think, to feel, and obſerve all that I have 


ſeen, thought, and felt in the courſe of them; 55 
leaving to, great geniufes to contemn theſe | 


trifles : and | take the greater pleaſure in them, 
becauſe they keep me at my own level. Suck 
at leaſt has ever been my plan—Plan did I ſay ? 
T have none: nor could I ever diſcover what 


ſcience: there is in writing a book. Mine, 


| however, if it is one, will always have this 


great advantage in my opinion, that of not 


being made on purpoſe; and this is the reaſon 


why E would not even think of it. I have ſo 


often talked over my travels, that it is not dif- 


ficult for me to write them: and any one of my 


friends who has a good memory, and has 
heard me give an account of them, might eaſily 


and in the ſame manner write them for me. 


Such are the whole of my literary pretenſions. 
As to the moſt celebrated part of travels, new 


obſervations and diſcoveries, ſomething of the 


kind (for ſuch there muſt neceſſarily be) will 


be found in the particular deſcriptions of the 
new ſubjects I acquired in Africa, which ! 


© - 


. „ "ſhall 
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ſhall ſoon lay before the public; but 15 no one 


expecl, as I have already obſerved, geometrico-. : 
microſcopical, demonſtratlons. I ſhall enlarge 


Vith pleaſure on the manners and habits of the 


animals with which I have lived;: the, moſt 
{ſimple obſervation of this nature will afford us 
more happy and certain concluſions, than the 
examination of their ſmoking and dumb en- 
' trails that abſolute quackery, calculated to 
deceive its ignorant admirers, and often, which 
1s {till worſe, the learned themſelves. . 

I ſhall more particularly attend to the efſen- . 
tial parts, and of thoſe parts ſhall conſider 
chiefly the forms. With regard to the animal 
__ altogether, , that is to ſay its external appear- 
ance, a amps deſeription, aſſiſted by an accu- 
rate figure, will always be ſufficient to. dif 
tinguiſh it, and prevent it from being con- 
founded with another: but God forbid that I 
* ſhould ever employ my time in meaſuring the | 
length, breadth, and thickneſs of every tooth 


of a quadrupede, in giving the exact dimen- Y 
ſions of the apertures of the eyes and of the 5 
, "noſtrils, the magnitude of the hole of each 


vertebre, the circumference and diameter of 
the dn, the thickneſs of the am, the 


ſize of every inteſtine; and; me comparative 


length of the hair in all the different parts of : 5 
the body. So much ſcience | is e be- 5 


yord my ſphere! 


T arrived at the horde che 2 3 of en = 
had been there eighteen days. I began to. 
languiſh with impatience, and was deſirous of 


reſuming my journey; but eager as: L was to 


be gone, 1 had thought this ſtay neceſſary to. 


reſt and recruit my cattle. ,My horſes: had 
already reſumed their ſtrength and fire. Of 


thirteen oxen which my people had brought 
with them, ſeven were tolerably recovered; 
but there were ſix of which I deſpaired. There 
is no cloven-footed animal in which the vital 
powers are more ſlowly refiovated than in the 
ox. Having no cutting teeth in the upper 


jaw, it can pluck up the graſs only with its 


lips, Which, being thick, will not allow it to 
crop the ſhort and ſucculent blades of the 
young ſhoots. If fatigue. does not leave it 
ſufficient ſtrength to ruminate, when it meets | 


with forage of indifferent quality, its ſtomach, 


for want of this ſecond and neceſſary maſtica- 


dan, has to neee its digeſtive faculty on 


1 e tg imperſeQy 
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imperfefly comminuted: graſs, incapable . 
affording due nouriſhm ent. 
My people, well ſatisfied with the idle aud 
Gig life they led in the horde, entreated me 
to remain a few days longer, to give my ſick 
axen time to be perfectly recovered. But my 
patience was exhauſted: I preferred rather to 
leave theſe oxen behind me: and though 1 
had every reaſon to expect a continuance f 
dryneſs and misfortunes, as my journey Was 
in a contrary direction to that of the ſeaſons; 
though prudence directed me to return to the 
Cape; and though there was ſcatcely any thing 
but falſe ſhame which induced me to perſiſt 
in my ſcheme, I reſolved to reſume my path, 
and purſue my excurſion to the Nimiquas. 
At the ſame time my health was far 5 
being in a perfect ſtate, and I ſtill felt ſome 
inconveniency from an accident which an 


1 0 ned me a week to my tent. | 
Among all the remarkable plants of abi 
canton, that which moſt fixed my attention, 
was a ſpecies of thorny. geranium with large 
flowers, which the Nimiquas call zourap. This 

geranium has a peculiar property: all its in- 


1 
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bernal pätt completely "decays in Hime, while 


the bark remains unaffected. In this ſtate its 


trunk and branches are perfectly hollow: the 


bark aſſumes a certain degree of tranſparency, 
and the colour of fine Flanders glue; and, if 


thrown upon the fire, it does not burn like 


wood, but ſhrivels "MP" and wwilts _ a Lev 
of catgut. 3 


Side of theſe cuppa hs white FREY 


has yellow : : but they are only varieties of 
the ſame ſpecies; for I have found flowers we 
| both colours on the ſame ftocx. 


Among thoſe with which I was 7 Grit | 
1 found a very beautiful one, of which I made 
a drawing; and when I had finiſhed it, I im- 


prudently threw the original out of my tent, 


near my waggon. At night, called up by 


a natural neceſſity, I alighted from my wag- 
gon, and, not thinking of the geranium, leaped 
barefoot upon it, ſo chat one o of my feet was 
plunged in its, thorns up to the ankle. The 


pain I felt was ſo great, that I gave a a. | 
ſcream, which brought all my people about 


me. They found me ſupporting myſelf on 
one leg, while the other was nailed to the 


thorny trunk, without my daring to make the. 


leaſt 
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leaſt motion to extricate it. The worſt of * : 
affair was, I did not know how to free myſelf 
from this implement of torture; for I could not 
move the thorns from my 1 on one fide 
without plunging them deeper into it on the 
other. At length they . lifted me from the 
ground, reclining me a little in a horizontal 
. and then tore 0 5 plant at one 
Jerk. * 6 . / 8 
| This was a \ ſevere operation; 5 1 bore it it 
patiently, believing it would be the laſt of my 
ſufferings, and that nothing more would be 
wanting to my cure, than to ſtay the inflam- 
mation. With this view I directed my foot 
and ankle to be wrapped up in a poultice of 5 
herbs and milk, which the Hottentots made | 
for me; and went to bed, not doubting but 1 . 
ſhould be able to walk as uſual the next day, 
To my great aſtoniſhment, however, the day N 
following 1 found my ſufferings much in- 
creaſed; and my foot, leg, and even thigh 
were ſo extremely fvollen, that I could nat in 
the leaſt move them. Klaas Baſter and his 
Hottentots, ſeeing me in this ſtate, aſſerted that 
the Plant was poiſonous, and that nothing 
could cure me but baths of warm milk. Theſe 
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„1 employed, * I' remained a week without 


quitting my bed. On the eighth day the 


| ſwelling was completely gone: but, though 
J eould ſtand on my foot, the leg was of a 
| greeniſh-brown hue ; and more than three 
months elapſed before it reſumed its natural 
colour. My people called the plant, aftet my 
' - accident, gi/t-doorn (poiſon-thorn ). 
Such was the ſtate of my health when I 
%; purpoſed to depart. Every cauſe of uneaſineſs 
_ aſſailed me at once, and on all fides'I beheld 
ſubjects of alarm. I had procured by barter 
from Klaas thirty ſheep, to form a new flock. 
Deſirous that, like my other animals, they 
ſhould acquire a habit of not wandering from 
my camp on my journey, I ordered them to 
be kept with my goats near my waggons and 
tents for ſome days. But ſheep were not the 
cattle of which I had moſt need. How could 
I ſet out on my expedition with only ſeven 
oxen fit for ſervice, when I wanted three com- 


plete teams? 


The horde was too far Aiſtant TION any 
| Raben ent for me to flatter. myſelf with buy- 
ing any in the neighbourhood. In reality I 

had depended upon Baſter: but he, having 
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utmoſt I could obtain from him by the moſt 


'Y ſee thoſe lofty mountains of Camis a ſaid he 


want, Your conveyance thither ſhall be 
my buſineſs.” I will ſend my brother to con- 


. * men and oxen. as. your waggons require; 
and when he has put you into a Cu. to 
« procure freſh cattle, he ſhall then return.“ 


means of continuing my journey. What in- 


of their hordes, ſpoke their language fluently, 
and of courſe might be infinitely ſerviceable 
to me in my intereourſe with them. The 
_ difficulty. was to pool on hien to nn 
£37300 | 5 me. 
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bdegum to clear ſome ground for hi CR e 
ef ſowing the graia neceſlary for the conſump- 
ton of his horde, wanted all his oxen. The 


urgent ſolicitation was one team. Do you 


to me: you will there find as many as y 


„ ae oe he ſhall take with him as many | 


Circumſtanced as I was, I could not mA a | 
more ſatisfactory offer, for it afforded me the 


- deed could Baſter do more? Or what more 
_ couldLaſkof him? Yet Thad ill another wiſh 
at heart, and that was to take my hoſt himſelf 
with me. I was going to traverſe the country . - 
of the Great Nimiquas; and I knew that he 
had viſited thoſe people, was known to moſt | 


me. Thad'often felt his pulſe upon the ſub- 
Je, but had found him always draw' back; 


5 notwithſtanding hehadalready travelled thither 
twice, once with Colonel Gordon, and again 
with the Engliſh traveller Paterſon *. At lengtk 
T attempted to gain him by means of his ſiſter, 


His ſiſter-in-law, and his wife. TheſeT brought 
over to my party by a few preſents ; and they 


ſucceeded fo well, that he had nothing farther 


to object but the fear of being met and attacked 
by his brothers. But upon repreſenting to 
him that, ſurrounded as he would be by my 


people, and under the protection of my arma 

and theirs, he had nothing to apprehend ; and 
aſſuring him, that if they dared approach my 
camp, or attempt any act of violence, I would 5 
write inſtantly to Colonel Gordon, to demand 
their being puniſhed by the government; 15 8 


at laſt yielded to my requeſt, «& 


Our terms were ſoon ſettled. - They id . 
four rixdollars a month, as much tobacco as he 


choſe, and hardware ſufficient to purchaſe a 


ew: oxen when we ſhould. arrive OY the 


F 


* Who has publiſhed an account of his travels, which 


bas been tranſlated ; into Feench. 260 


Nimiquas. 
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Nimiquas. However, though he e 

theſe terms without heſitation, and even with- 
out aſking me to make any addition to them, 
+ perceived that he was by no means, flattered 
_ with them. In reality they were little to a 
man poſſeſſed of eight hundred ſheep, and 
more than two hundred oxen, and who con- 
ſequently, in his ſituation, might be deemed 


rich. But when I offered him a daily. allow- 


" ance of brandy alſo, he could not contain him- 
ſelf for joy. Living, as he did, far from the 
colony, he had had few opportunities of drink- 


2 ing this kind of liquor, yet was he paſſionately | 


fond of it: during my ſtay with him I had 
occaſionally treated him with a little; and of 
all the means of operating upon his mind, this : 
was the moſt powerful. 
He added one condition, e ee to our 
agreement, which was, that I ſhould conduct 
him back again to his horde: a condition 
vrhich a little thwarted my vie ws; for though 
che obſtacles which were continually ariſing ' 
made me almoſt deſpair: of the ſucceſs of my 
journey, I ſtill retained the wiſh to accompliſh 
Ait. Meanwhile I reflected, that if theſe obſtacles 
in A 5 compelled meto trace back my ſteps, 


it 
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| Ii coſt me much leſs inconvenience 10 
bring Baſter back with me. . 

On the ſuppoſition tliat I ſhould 25 ds, 
we family requeſted me to employ my imtereſt 
with the governor on my return, in behalf of 


his horde, and to obtain for them the an 
of carrying arms, which are forbidden to all 
the Hottentots, yet were neceſſary to theſe, to 
defend them not only from the incurſions of 
the Boſhmen, but from the attacks of their re- 
lations, who had already often diſarmed them. 5 
To this requeſt I acceded as inconſiderately a4 
had done to the former; though indeed it by. _ - 
no means expoſed me to a breach of promiſe, 
for if I: ſhould not have it in my power per- 


ſonally to ſolicit this favour, I could at leaſt do 


it in writing, and on parting with Baſter could 22 


give him letters of recommendation to Colonel 
Gordon and the new fiſcal. 


In the mean time 1 gave the horde ten 8 | 
of powder, with ball in proportion, and left 


them a fuſee for their defence during the ab» 
ſerice. of Baſter. _ This giſt was the more 


agreeable, as the horde had long been in want i 
I alſo made ſome preſent to 3s 
"VEL individual. Wagen to it: the women, 


of ammunition. 8 
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in particular, -were not forgotten; but theſiter! 
aſked one favour of me for which I was not pre- 
pared. Three days after my arrival at the horde, 
one af my bitches had brought me a litter ih 
eight whelps. As Lam firmly of opinion, hart 
nature never errs, and that a mother can afford 
nouriſhment for all the young ſhe produces, 
however many they may be, unleſs particular 
. circumſtances deprive her of food, I did not 
deſtroy any of theſe whelps; they might here- 
| after become uſeful to me, and replace both 
thoſe 1 had already loſt, and thoſe of which 
future accidents might deprive . me. The 
mulatto was about to quit me; and, as à laſt 
teſtimony of friendſhip, ſhe begged of me one 
of my puppies, which at firſt T refuſed ; but 
ſhe was fo urgent, that I was obliged to com- 
ply with her requeſt. How indeed could 1 
refuſe the ſiſter of two- Gy; to whom 1 5 | 
my people owed our live:: 


— 


On the tenth of ben dee my jour- 


ney. * My intention was to paſs the night at 
Poes-hop-Henvel; which was the name we 
bad given to the place where the elephants 
were killed. The careaſes of theſe animals 
were not yet wholly conſumed; and whether 
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them as quickly as poſſible. The jaſtant they 


were at liberty, they ſet off on/a gallop towards 


the horde, and ſome of our company were 

obliged to run after them to bring them back. 
Already, in the morning, when they were 
firſt put to the waggons, they had ſhown them- 


hat we harueſſed them. The fatal conſe- 


Auences that might ariſe from ſuch dangerous | 


' freaks. preſented themſelves to my mind, and 


made me ſtill more regret the loſs of my od 
teams, To how many accidents, ſhould I be 
expoſed from animals ſo badly broken int 


This was a new ſubjed of inquietude. Hap- 


pily, however, all J ſuffered this day was in 


apprebenſion. ;Theſe cattle,-which' gave me 


ſo much geo: to fear for my people an 
my wiggons, ſoon became gentle, and eren 
travelled: with eaſe twenty - four leagues in 
the next three days, acroſs mountains and 
5 through execrable roads, where we only onde 


met with water, and 


that horribly bad. For- 


F 2 


SARS rr 
x u we ſight or che liel efifieivragting; my 


oxen took fright, ant were ſo unruly in their Ns 
traces, that it became neceſſary” to unharneſs | 


elves xeſtive, and it was not without difficulty 


0 Wx e found ſome in the trenches „f 
[ | Black- T | 
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: Bladk=/Thorn:>evey i laute Dran ee 
Where we eneamped on the thitt day at noom, 


This was bordered with very large mimoſas all 
5 along its: courle. 55 «SCiltor 1 TN N 1 Au Es 1035 13 


85 Having, while the cattle were unkarnefling, | 


proceeded forwards to examine the place, 1 


ſaw,” with equal joy atid futpriſe; a! waggon . 


guarded by ſome. Hottentots. Þaccoſted/and - 
Put ſeveral queſtions: to: theſe men reſpeding 
the motives'thit bronghit/thes thither. But 
my joy Was ſoon converted into uneaſineſs, 
_ when they informed mes that the waggon be⸗ 
; longed'to Piet Pinar, who had taken kliem into 
his ſervice, and with whom they were juſt ar- 
red. Pinar was the great hunter; the famous 
Tanger ef 'woods, of hom 1 have before 
fpbken, and who is mentioned i in Paterſon's - 
work: He had'travelled with Colenel Gordon, 


And at the moment ef my departure from tlie 
Cape, be had come and offered to accompany : 


me alſo: but his character had induced me to 
refuſe him, for the! reaſons I have elſe w herr 
tiven and it was wich real ſorrow: 1 now met 
im a my way. ect eee en 


Howeber, hne bastel we one kind of fer- 
viee: As he . at 'the Ls that he 


, =. 1483 57 ; 2 Was 


% 


| ng 1 i elephants among the great 
Nimiquas, Serrurier, who ſugceeded Boers in 
the office of fiſtal, had hoped that he. would 
fall in with me, either on the road or among 


requeſted me to procure it for him, adding, 5 | 1 
that it was to be met with in Africa, and that . 
be had incloſed me the beak of one that 1 


tioned' was in reality an African bird, and 


it is ſo wild, diſtruſtful, and difficult to ap- 
proach, that it muſt always be very ſcarce in 
collections. During the whole of my ſirſt 
journey, Thad it in my power to thoot onlya 
ſingle one, which was in the country of Au- 
teniqua: and, as if I had foreknown my friends 
wiſh, I had been eager % pay him the com- 


1 kanced in my eyes the value of * hornbill, =! | 
Sanne N 933 


Aer 698 


that people: t Aa e man a 
letter and a packet for me. | ; 0 
The packet came from Holland, ok was 
Sil by Temminck, who, deſirous of having 
in his collection a peculiar ſpecies of hornbill, 


might not miſtake it. Temminck was per- 
fectly right. The hornbill which he men- 


pretty frequently ſeen on the eaſtern coaſt: but 


pliment of it, and had already ſent ir him by 
Boers. The deſire expreſſed in his letter en- TY . 


5 


— 
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and I. felt a pleaſure in imagining; that: at the 


very moment, perhaps, when I received b . 


requeſt, the biid he ORB wanted was 

actually in his hands. Den e t r 
The news which Temminck ent me &f 
Folland, and Serrurier of the Cape, were 
highly gratifying in my preſent ſituation, but 


I would rather have received them by other 
hands than thoſe of Pinar. My meeting with 


him ſeemed to forebode me no good; I Was 
alarmed at his being in my neighbonrhood:; 
and my fears, as. EY be l nnn en 
well founded. 4 4 
Though Pinar Had followed a different __ 


| hin journey had not been more fortunate:than 


4a 


mine: like me he had experienced the cala - 


mity of drought and want of forage; but as he 
had but one waggon and few people, hechad 
extricated himſelf from them with leſs diffi. 
culty. I was obliged to liſten to che tireſome 

and endleſs tale of his proweſs, with which 1 
will not trouble the reader; for never was ſtory 
told with more prolixity; though, after the 
ſervice he had juſt rendered n could not 
„ adid hearing it. 80 


4 According to his own ana, He" was res 
Hoh CORN Pairin 3 


e . ene r I "2 
ren to the country. of the great Nimiquas, 

4 with no other deſign than that of hunting 
elephants, and trading in ivory. But I knew 
the adventurer too well, to truſt his decla- 
rations. Beſides, I had ſeen of what his bag- 
gage conſiſted; and being myſelf alſo a tra- 

veller, I knew chat elephants were not killed 

+ _ with, hardware, tobacco, and brandy. His 

real and ſole object was to trade in cattle; and 

hs had talked of hunting ſchemes only to blind 
the eyes of Adminiſtration, and avert — wh 

This requires to be explained. e 

The trade with the 1 in . is 
among thoſe which the Company has reſerved 

_ excluſively to itſelf; and this ſpecies of traffic 

is prohibited under very ſevere penalties. But 
in countries ſo remote from the ſuperintend-, - 
ance of Government, how is it to be prevented? 
And when it wants even the power to enforce 

dhe execution of its other laws, is it to be ex- 
: pected that thoſe relating to the revenue mould 
remain uninfringed? The prohibition in 
queſtion too is more caſily eluded, becauſe no _ 
one is particularly charged with enforcing it;: 
and becauſe every body beſides is intereſted in 
291555 5 F 6 25 the 
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"6g; ſo that e of prof addedto 
that of impunity.” / 20, 2 330; OD IT 

Meanwhile, were theſe! contraband ies” 
998 only of infringing the fiſcal laws, the bu- 
ſineſs would be a trifle. But what daring! ini- 
"nn what horrible crimes, do they not com- 

mit! A few coloniſts, well armed, aſſemble to- 
e then, falling ſuddenly on ſome ſolitary 
Horde, they compel thoſe who compoſe ' it to z 
bring them all their cattle, from which they 
ſelect ſuch as may ſuit them, and give in return 
what they think proper. What can poor ſa- 
vages, to whom fire · arms are unknown, do 
n ſuch formidable banditti? If they at- 
tempt to reſiſt, or ever. venture to complain, i 
cheir lives are in danger. Accordingly; no 
ſooner is it known that a party of fuchſmug- 
lers is out upon an expedition; than they 
haſten to remove their herds, which they 
ſend into the woods and mountains, where 
they keep them concealed. This is is the om 
mode they have of preſerving them from 
Plunder; and t. 10 e all have re-. 
e r 12 W ie 5 Sit. 
e have 1 anives ut a horde- without 


„ 14K RICA. „ On 
ads ſo mich as + aabisbeakz for, jadging | | 
of me by others, they had taken me for one 
of thoſe pretended” cartleimierchants, -whoſe * 
Wear oops real calamity.” To remove theſe 
unfavourable prejudices; it was requiſite for 
me to remain ſome time with the ſavages, that 
" they might know me better, or learn from my 
people the motive of my travels. When this 
was done; their confidence revived: they re- 

lated to me eee ug v eke - 
by the wretches with wWwhom 1 had been con- _ | 

founded: I ſaw their cattle re-appear; and, 11 
wiſhed to purchaſe wy I was left to make J 

choice among them, and they were all at 7 
diſpoſal. I dealt on honourable terms, and 1 

paid honeſtly for what 1 purchaſed; and atm 
departure I had the conſolation to hear thoſe — = 

_ lips, which had hitherto beſtowed execrations 

only on the whites; confeſs: that there were 

125 ſome among them who did not enen be 

W Zinn nun vba ni imdved:s 

WEE | e novfuſpeA Bina i 
theſe purehaſers at the ſword's point. Na doubt 

he meant to act Hifferently, as he was the only 


and tobageo. Yet. I. feared. the. diſorder and 


888 TRAYBLS I e 
the eartictes of merchandiſe particulatiy i i 88. A 
_ queſt amang the ſavages; hardware, brandy, 


neglect of diſcipline which ſuch à man might 
introduce into my company ʒ and he ſoon con- 
vigced me that my apprehenſions were nat 
without foundation. He had brought with 
him three barrels of that inferior kind of 
brandy, which is made and ſold by the ccloriſts: = 
but, from the fondneſs he ſhowed. for it, his 
_ cargo: would-be conſiderably diminiſhed. before 
be reached the Nimiquas. That very evening 
he. took ſuch a doſe, as completely to drown 
the little ſhare of ſenſe he poſſeſſed; and, in 
this ſtate, his caſks were left at the diſcretion 


of the Hottentots, who regaled my whole ca- 


ravam with their contents, ſo that before night 
both his people and mine were as drunk as 
himſelf. In the midſt of theſe diſguſting re- 
vels, Pinar, though unable to ſpeak plain, en- 
deavoured to ſeduee my Hottentots, and per- 
ſuade them to quit my ſervice for his The 


ght of the three barrels that were abroach was | 


a powerful temptation; and I obſerved an in- A 
ſtant vhen their ancient attachment to mc was 


„ . 
* * " 
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powers" 1752 43 A's Fa 9 eee x Ne rt : 
Phe next morning bude bei her: recom- 
col their-drinking; and. plied it ſo ſtourly; 
that} before tlie cattle were harneſſed, all my 
- people were drunk again, Klaas excepted, and 
three or four of his comrades as prudent 46 
bimſelf. It was neceſſary, however, to ſet off; 
and to preſerve my waggons from accident, I 
nad no reſouree but giving the direction of 
them to thaſe who ſtill retained their ſenſes! 
Swanepoel himſelf, who had hitherto merited 
ſo much praiſe; was not · in a condition to be of 
the leaſt ſervice; for, unable to reſiſt the i. 
tations 6f Pinar, he had drank with him even 
more freely than the reſt. In the mean time 1 
reftained from teſtifying my diſpleaſure, till 
we were on the road. Mortified at my re- 
proaches, he Was determined to convince me, 
that he coùld drive my waggon as well as ever, 
In vain did I ordet himi't6 keep off: he came 
up ſtaggering, and endeavoured to jump upon 
che ſeat; but his hands and feet failing it at 
once, he fell, and while 1 endeavoured to ſtop 
the Waggon with my cries, the fore-wheel went 
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| Alagonally oxer his body, and ae 0 5 
bave cruſhed: his head to pieces, if he had not 
mechanically moved out of its direction. 
I fuppoſed him to be killed; and my te a 
thinking the ſame; were running to take him 
up, when I ſaw him unexpectedly rile of him · 
ſelk, ſaying, at the fame time; with a ſmile, 
There's no harm done.“. n cried 
9 75 you will ſoon find there is:“ and I had 5 
* ſeareely: ſpoken, when he fell ſenſeleſs on'the 
ground. 1 ordered him to be laid upon the that. 
treſs of my waggon ; the motion of which ſoon 
brought him to himſelf; - Then it was he felt 
his pains, which, augmented by the ſhaking 


and jolting of the vehicle, made him ery! out 


moſt piteouſſy. It was, however, impoſſible 


for me to ſtop. j W e had not found the leaſt 
Paſturage on che borders of the river near which 
we had encamped. Baſter expected to be more 


fortunate near Green-River, which was about 
three leagues: farther, and we, haſtened to get 

thither: but we found this river as little ; 
Daene in water, and as deſtitute of herbage 
as the other; yet ſo fatigued were our cattle 
8 we were ne to halt 0 e de 
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Kate of the wourided Hottentot, and ſee-whe 
cher any aſſiſtance could be given him. When 


my people had undreſſed him, I found he had 


two ribs broken, the fractured parts of which 


formed even prominences under the ſin. Thus 
melanchdlliy cireumſtancedd what was to be 


done? A chirurgical operation, dreſſings ac- 


5 cording to the rules of art, and a profer d 5 


men were neceſſary; whereas J had neither 
Akill nor medicaments; and was obliged; there- 


10144 F R rc A. . 97 | 
ee examine che 


fore, to conſigu to nature this mangled being, 


or; in other wordsꝗ to ſuffering and death. He 


groaned horribly, and, wringing Ris hands, 
begged mis to ſhoot himthrough the head with 


piſtol, to end his torments. His ſituation 


piereed me to the heart: but my pity was ſoon 


Lonverted into anger, when I learnt, chat, 


while I was ahſent for a moment, he had drank 


* 


Half a Bottle of brandy, vrhich N Finar's 0 


men brought to him privately. 
How did I chen curſe the mc Gin 
re eee in the way of this de- 


8 ſpicable hunter, whoſe intemperance I deemed 


the certain cauſe of death to Swanepoel, and 
whoſe n CET 


1 8 orders 
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older in my e Caiakattion ä A el 
it have affordetd me, to have been ablt to effect 
a ſeparation, by remaining on the banks ofitlie 
Green-River, and ſuffering: him to proceed 
before me! But this ſepuratiom was itmpbſſible; 
for the bed of the river having ino Water, it 
Fe to ſeck one that could fupply us 
| Bolides, as tw O of my teams did not belong to 
me, and were lent but to convey mie to Mount 
Namero, it was incumbent on me to remem 
ber, that the were neceſſary to the: two bro- 
ders for che cultivation'of their lang and of 
conſequence that-T:ought to-ireſtores; them the 
moment it was-pra@icable. + {mod bagcon 
dne; reflection, however; comforted mt 
under the diſorders to chich I was ſapbinfully 
a witneſs. If I had eaſon to dread ther ireſener 
of Pinar, mine was perhaps ſtill i be 40be 
dreaded hy him. My frank and decided tern 
per wouldenot ſuffer me to be ſilent reſpecting 
any equivocal action or eulpable conduct. oe 


theevening 1 :had-opevly. taſtiſied my diſplea - 
Fee this drunkatd t before we ſet off, 
| 1-revewed my repronches, i in the-moſt bt A0 


peremptory tene ; and obſerved. that, ſince 
our N Was abaſbed and emhar- 


e 8 * 


* : K 1 c * 1 
pre es i ale 4d un by 
nie; ; "which led me to believe, that, E moud 
be obliged to proceed ſome time longer with 
him; he would keep at a diſtance from me and 
my people, and would probably etideavour, - 
as ſoon as 1 e would Ys to F. 25 
me entirely- 981. 147 apt Nt 225 
7 Tie next day Orin Ate Fol Kitt 
following the courſe of the river. After tra- 
| velling four hours and a half, we found A con- | 
' fiderable cavity int its bed, which, 'happlly 1 for us, 
contained water, and indeed ſufficient for the 
two caravans and all our cattle: We found! in | 
n allo 4 few turtles, which my divers caught. "on 
and which afforded us a temporary refreſh- 1 | + 
Ment, equally pleaſing and falubrious, The  .- 8 
place where” we ſtopped is calle by jhe Hot- - "pi 
tentors Gariche.” 8 RE 2 e by 
25 Swanepoel was Mil ic in path 403 bree 8 | kf ; 
A having ſome rhinoceros s blood to drink. 9 
' This is a medicine in repute; I know not why RS N Kt 
both among the coloniſts and the ſavages.” It: MY 
1 reckoned excellent for luxations, fractures, „ . 
and inward hurts in general: but rhinoceros 520 EI 
are not to be killed when you pleaſe, and T Hack 
none at preſent at * command. For Want 
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ood Ai: patient drank plentifolly;of 
% —— ich Pinar a hi. reel, A Wn 
25 elf cure him. amel Denen Wien, 
e 4d beten oP chat, after ſuch an acci= 
dent, brandy would always be held by him in 
Jeteltation, I Was ſurpriſed to ſee him indulge 
in ſuch fearful intemperance. However, I 
mat my eyes on his exceſſes, conſidering, him 
2 one of, thole patients, who, being given over 
"by the phyſician, are refuſed, nothing, becauſe : 
| jp W ee can do them 399 arthe 
ininty. 1 bei Un zial e 
es bo would e that Sr" def Bie res 
_ - gimen ſhould have zoperated., the effect which 
OF Pigar had 'preditted? At; any rate it proved 
Ns nt to be injurious, The reader may argue 
FE. 25 he pleaſes on this miraculous cure; and cet. 
rainly I ſhould myſelf be far from recommend- 5 
E  Iogin-@; ſimilar caſe the lame. practice, not- 
5 withſtanding the ſucceſs, with. which I ſaw EY 
\  _ . attended; but whether it Was the effe& of the | 


is * Nn * 


| brand dy, or whether nature alone, and, the 
energy of the Vital powers, united LING conſo. 
Uidated the fractured bones, I cannot help de- 3 


clariug that my old drunkard Was perfectly 


e. without dreſſing, via: bandage, 


8 © with. 
ö 10 bas 9 


e e 18 3 
ww tf Wb Ke refumed W. ann 
 'BÞ werks fübſequetit to the actidetit, dd ever 
ebend Ame Wrrdg he gb P 
Our cuffe from te Green River Had Vrought 
me newer” to Mut Natmeérò, Aud We Began | 
ee buffet ves dpproachi che fountains of 
— Cainls, Wiel Thajeflically” roſe" to our view, 
Ser K the Uountry whets Vatter bat dd 
me T ſhould fint a füpply of as many oe W 
1 1 wanted. I Was Accord ugly eager to arrive 
there {bot Haviag met in our” way 'with'a 
charming ſpring, named O biin ( 3 
rain); the copious; Tweet, and limpid wats 
of Which prömiſed us an agittable Mari, the 
two bb ſeduced by the  coolnels, of the 


: Place Propoſed” to ne to encamp there; : oh 
1 A ce im atience, 1 complied 


45 with their Wilbes. In the evening, | , forme Hot- | 


tentots of th the 
iter from t 
ecke fatigue of < our oxen, and aſſured me, 
zt battle 10 jaded would — draw my wag- | 
gong to the wp of the ; Namero, which I = | 
Kedded to croſs. "Tk" remark could not fail 
(46 gie Sire me uneaſineſs, : and 1 therefore alked 


| tem What in this Caſe") it was beſt hd me to. 
25 WS os - 


8 hpouthond, , coming. to fetch | 
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e ipring, were firuck with the 


do. 
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= . A bude hay off! ſaid they, . in the 


g mountains; is the habitation of Vati 


9 


58 Weſthuyſen;, ſend one of your. company 
$, thither for a foeſh team or two; he can fyp- | 

« ply you, and certainly will not refuſes; - Sur 
30 At. the name of Van der Weſthuyſen che 
vo Paſters trembled and turned pale: It Was 
as reality their father ; and the dangers, which 
oh had ſuppoſed at a diſtance, were thus an- 


nounced to them as ready to fall on their heads. 


The old man had been, thought by them to be | 
on the banks of the Green River; or at i' 
3 month, where lay his poſſeſſions ; but the ex, 
5 treme drought and want of water had com- 
pelled him to retire with his cattle into the | 
| mountains, where he had another ſentlement, | 
= They were afraid, if they accompanied me 
thither, they * ſhould meet their white brothers, 

0 and be ee to freſh inſults and 1 injuries if 
5 and ſo forcibly were they ſtruek with this ap- 9 
| prehenſion, that, without refleQing o on their 
; engagement, or troubling themſelves. about 
What would become of me, they reſolved. in⸗ 
Kantly to return With their cattle, and to aye 
me, thus deltitute, in my camp, with my teams, 


. 
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have convinced dent db the iniproblty: of fuck. - 
conduct: but I chaſe rather to remove their 
feat, by promiſing them not to take up my 
abode with 'theirirelatzons, eee the 
in che mean time I would keep eee, = 
in my tents, ſo that their preſence ſhould not 
be known. My promiſes quieted their minds: 


they conſented nnn NNE e nd. 
remained with me. Ri XP 
Conformably to hs __ giren me . xt 
Hottentgts at the ſpring, I ſent, an expreſs..to 
cattle, and the next day I received from him 
the teams that I wanted. When arrived on 
the height, I ſtopped, and eneamped at 2 di- 
ſtance from; the houſe ; and the two Baſters, 
while I went to pay my viſit to their relations, | 
took the neceſſary nne ig con 
called in ] W,ÿ]̊⸗W . nie 4 tne 38; 
They already knew 3 report; and Binge 
| beſides, who had gone on before; me, and called 
23 upon them, had given them my hiſtory. They 
received me with the greateſt civility, com- 
plained of me that I did not come, like Pinar, 
gk Ene my abode with os and re- 
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__—  newet their-offers-of rendering me every dee 
uus in their power IIe familyiconfiſteinof 
ko ſomsp vonGDο Df horn WN ſia fegt high; 
and ro adaughters, cone all and chandidme, | 
me ether: an Idiot. Three of tlie“ children 
dul y aud the motfier took puùrt im the cor! 
ation he good man df he houſe, Teyenty 
85 years of a} e, Was reckoned ag nobody; and fat 85 
ima corner liſteming to what was ſaid without 
uttering a word. Under the pretence of ſparing 
bis wage, which were at times a little aſthmatic, 
me had long fince preſeribed for him the re- 
gimensef ſience; and whenever” lie put in a 
word, he Was inſtantfy told in à tone not the 
moſt %enGliating, that he would fatigue hüt 
| ſelf, and kad better old His tongue 
The exchange ' ef hie Hottentor wife fer A 


It ne Bad proved! but a ſorry ſpechlation, 
for which he had Paid destly. Governed from 
the beginning by this! imperious tyrant, he Was 
3 Vecome her entire ade; and, in confequence 
1 bf ch eakneſt, had even deen blen t, 
Join in We Gufptracy' f. e had formed, in e cou - 
Text walk Ber fons, aphicRt'the children" of His 
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Th u 2 
former marriage. ' Afhamed: of 'the/imbecile - 


part he acted in his houſe; my preſence ap» 
peared to embarraſs him. Now and then, 
8 however, he ventured. to beſtow upon me a 
- {inile of kindneſs ; but it was always by ſtealth, 
and in a way that plainly indicated i. me his 
fear of being obſerved by his wife. Jet 

He was born in Germany, and 1 gde his 
en To relieve his anxiety, as well as 


from reſpect to his character as maſter of the 
houſe; I wifhed to treat him as of ſome im · 
portanre in the converſation, and I aſked. bim 


in German various queſtions reſpecing his 
country, the time in which he had quitted- in 


the cireumſtances hich had brought him te 
i Nes ren and inother) wridggers* that might be ins 


| "al Gig th ex pr 
ſell over his countenance: but his wife, afraid, 
perhaps, either: that he was talking of her, or 


that he received: more amuſement than ſüs 


wiſhed; interrupted our diſcourſe to make me 
enter" into a converſation; about Franco. She 
pretendei o be x French woman by deſcent. 


Her mother, ſhe ſaid, was a native of Provence, 


aud the had herſelf, though horn in Africa, 
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deen elacates according to the 1 15 
manner; to demonſtrate which, ſhe uttered 
certain phraſes in an unintelligible jargon that 

ſhe pretended to be French. Probably ſhe un- 
derſtood no more of this jargon than myſelf; 


but the affected from time to time to make uſe 


of it; and, perſuaded that the moſt deciſive 
proof ſhe could give of her birth was the ac- 
cent of her country, ſhe introduced ſo much of 


this pretended provincial dialect, ſhe made ef- 


forts ſo ridiculous, and ſuch ſtrange contartions | 
of the mouth, that it was as much as I could 
do to reftrain myſelf from laughing. The 
two ſons and their tall ſiſter liſtened to this 


garrulity with their mouths open, and their 


| eyes ſtupidly fixed upon their mother; and 
che more unintelligible was her declamation, 


che more they ſeemed to increaſe | in Is 


* 


At once to liars 5 ach the hs 


el ſo charming a day, the lady had ſent to in- 
vite a brother of hers, called Engelbrecht, who 


lived at the diſtance'of a few leagues. | Engel- 
brecht did not come that day; but the gaiety 7250 
af the company was not diſturbed by it. Pinar 


if fear 0 great i of brand; the don. 


5 . verſation 
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Steen was intereſting, bur not ſo much 0 
as to interfere with the bottle; and as, for want 
ef goblets, they were obliged to make uſe 
of baſins, in a little time the whole com- 
pany, not excepting the mother and her two 
daughters, were completely drunk. For my- 
felf, wha did not partake in their jollity, 1 ſeize 
hs opportunity to A672 and ſpent the 
t in my camp. 

Engelbrecht arrived the next FOR He brought 


with him his family, which was more nume- 


rous than that of Van der Weſthuyſen, and 
their arrival was commemorated with repeated 
bumpers of brandy. This ſolemnity over, ſame 
one propoſed to viſit me in my tent, and 1 
| ſoon ſaw the whole company approaching. It 
was reaſonabſe to expect chat ſuch a viſit would 
be accompanied with civility; but they were 
already heated with liquor. Engelbrecht was 
the firſt to addreſs me; and this man, whom 
I bad neyer ſeen, and who was bound on var 
rious acequnts to treat me With attention, de- 
| manded, in a rude tone, why I had admitted 
mo my troop ſuch a raſcal as Klaag Baſter. 
+ This impertinent- queſtionſatisfied 1 me, that 
ek yes of the s of Baſter yay known. | 
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| Now: no one but Pinar could have given als: 

| information, + Prior to our viſit to the Van der 
Weſthuyſens, 1 had requeſted of him the moſt 
profound ſilence as to the arrival of the two 
brothers: he promiſed it: but what dependence 
was to be placed on the promiſes and diſeretion 


eß a drunkard ? Irritated at the ĩmpropriety o 
his conduct, I addreſſed myſelf to him, and F 
confeſs I treated him ſomewhat roughly. o 
the brother I replied in à dry manner: I de- 


Adared poſitively, that if any one ſhould think 
proper to put the ſlighteſt inſult upon Klaas 
Baſter, I ſhould conſider him as my enemy, 
and treat him as ſueh. My: manner was 10 
nm and deciſive that no one ventured to an- 
ſwer me a word. I as encouraged to thisby 
theoprefence of "the father. - He did not indeed 
allow himſelf to ſpeak; but Lwas ſure he ap- 
proved of what I ſaid. I imagined E could fee . 
into his inmoſt thoughts; and While. warmly 
defended his ſons, I could diſcover in:bipeyes - 
the pleaſure] gave: him by taking the part of 
. two unfortutdte men who. were only: nfors 
tunate becauſe they were his 


32 Io change x converſation which they ſhad... © 


: 3 token * very Gifferens _ | 
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the two e, Inte dbe invicdtica!, os £ 


pany them 


without ſhowing either reſentment or diſplea · 


ene followed" the jovial group, puzzled 


to gueſs in what; manner the ſeaſt would be 


3 hat part L ſhould n 


to act in this ſolemn banque: 


The houſe conſiſted of a ſingle room, . 
| e e nine or ten wide. Its 


- walls; conſtructed ſimply of earth, every where 


abounded with cracks and flaws. It reſembled 
| 1 a harn, having for a window a ſingle aperture | 
only, ſtopped with the decayed head of an dd 

cafk. Through the numerous crevices ofthe 
| dathaged: roof, you might eaſily ſee what ſort 
of weather it as, without quitting your place; 
and, whenever; it rained, theſe crevices, nume - 
rous as the holes in the ſpout of a waterings 
pot, were ſure to dreneh both the room and 
its inhabitants. The ſire was made in a corner 


by the fide of the door ʒ chimgey indeed there 
Mas mone;;aridthe-fm 


to 
chooſe a eee eee i 
che rdf, the window, the cracked Walls, orvhe 
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| heaped Ds a few 8 | 
ſtareely covered it, the whole produce of the 
ut harveſt, intended for the e 
>; this numerous family. e e GTP ME) ag 24 


be furniture of this ſolendia.- apartment 


8 ae 003. with the building itſelf. 
Under the window was fixed à rough-hewn 

table, upon which a kettle of boiling water and 

a few broken baſins were conſtantly ſtanding. 
Three ſmall trunks ſerved at once both for ſeats 
and cloſeis, upon which planks were placed, 
when there wäs company, to anſwer the pur- 

poſe of benches. In a chird corner, by the 

. de of the corn, was the ſopha of the maſter 
and miſtreſs of the houſe. This ſopha, or bed 

i you will, conſiſted of four ſtakes driven into 
the. ground, upon which was nailed a bullack's 

| hide by way of mattreſs, and upon this mat- | 

reſs was /a. number of ſheep-ſkins, grealy, 

_ Rinking, andill-drefſed, which formed the beds = 


and bedding of the zcſtof the family, who _ 


promiſcuouſly one among another upon the 
floor. Laſtix, againſt the wall oppoſite the 


window was s handmill for grinding corn. 
Such was the luxury in which revelled the 1 . 
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5 Te party was ſcarcely afferbled; when the 
two ſons and two daughters of Van der We- 
- huyſen, aſſiſted by a few Hottentots, prepared 
to grind the quantity of corn which ſo many 
ſtrangers were likely to conſume. The mill 
required four ſtout labourers, and the group 
joined occaſionally in the exerciſe, relieying 
each other in turn. The fire in the mean 


time crackled on the hearth, in expectation of 


-a whole ſheep, juſt flayed, that hung againſt 
the wall, and was to conſtitute the ſole diſh in 
this elegant repaſt. The men drew their pipes 
from their pockets, and began their ſmoking. 

Pinar was of the party: no niggard of his 
| brandy, when he was to partake of it himſelf, 
he had brought with him a plentiful ſupply, 
and the company were by no TR cy 
applying 1 it to their lips.” 

As to myſelf, already more than caiefied 
"with their entertainment, I felt my heart riſe 
within me at the odious ſight of this ſheep 
| hung againſt the wall, and tue blood of which 
ſtill by degrees fell upon che floor. In a ſhort 
time the heat of the fire, the thiekneſ, s of the 
ſmoke produced by ſo many pipes, the perſpi- 
1 of the 9 at the in the oily 

| * ſurface 


4 WAV ELS AN. 


ſurface of the Hottentots, and "ol poiſons. 
fumes ofibrandy at: ſecond hand, got into my 


head and made me completely ſiek. Add to 


this the clatter of the mill, which was ſo loud 
that thoſe who worked at it were obliged ta 


ery with all their force for the purpoſe of mak - 


_ ing themſclves heard. It was in vain that ' 
endeavoured to reſiſt this «maſs of ſenſations, 
and avoid quitting the company; I was at laſt 
obliged to yield. My head turned round, and 
= was more intoxicated than any of the other 
- gueſts, though I had as yet drank nothing but 
milk. I left the houſe, therefore, and returned 
to my tent, where the pure air and the calm 


around me ſoon reſtored me to myſelf. But 


what may quickly give an idea of this Hotten - 
tot debauch was, that no one was aware of my 
abſence when they ſat down to dinner. e 


The next morning chey diſcovered my failure, : 
and condoled with me for having ſlept over 


| ſo-agteeable 2 nigbt. Their condolence, how. 


ever, was mixed with ridicule and pity. They 
compared my conduct, with that of Lieutenant 
Paterſon. Every one Was eager in the praiſe 
of this traveller, who, while he had ſuppliec 


claret for their pe entainment, hd ſhown. him: \ 
on 
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def an fabiutiwle Competitor; in the Tivalſhip 


of ſiiokiily W Well! as bf drinking; ; and 1 felt 
that the adihiration' his perſeverance! produced, 
tutusd but little to the advantage of hy 4. 
die: 93 a0 578 8 * 

Not but 1 was perfectly al that Paton | 
ka! conducted himſelf like” a wiſe and con- 
ſiderate mail. Obliged to lite with drinkards, | 

and to depend upon their kindneſs, he had che 
prudence to conform himſelf to circumſtances | 
and yield to their prejudices.” 1 ſhould myſelf 
have done the ſame, if my conſtitution would _ 
have admitted of it. But my impotence in 

this reſpect was not leſs than my averſion; and, 95 

capable of ſupporting every other kind ib ä 

rigue, I had no {kill in the art of hard drink- | 

ing, and leaſt of all in the drinking ſpirits.. 

Muy intention in returning to Van der Weſt. 

huyſen's was to obtain from him and his bro- | 

Mer-in-law, that they ſhould each of them ſell EE, 

me a team. Piet Baſter had left me, to return 

to his horde; and my own oxen, with the ad. 
dition of idle T had bought of his brother, 

were Eertainly not fuffleient for the drawing 55 
of three waggons. Anxious about the” cb. 

"Hition' in Which 1 found yl I. was * 
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3 TRAVELS IN 
ent to eſcape from i it: but the underſtanding = 
of thoſe with whom 1 had to deal had ſo far 
given way to the überalities of Pinar, that nei- 
cher that day nor the following was it poſſible 
for me to ſay a word on the ſubject; as the 
reader will eaſily ſuppoſe when I tell him, that, 
in three revolutions of the ſun, eight men and 
fix women had emptied a balf-awm. of brandy, 
im other words, acaſk containing no leſs a quans 
tity than twenty gallons. It is true that they 
palled | the three nights without going to bed; 
that the days had been employed entirely in 
drinking, with the exception of that portion 
of fleep which circumſtances had rendered un- 
avoidable; that Pinar was {kilful-in the art of 
' egping on others both by his precepts and ex- 
ample, and that in all probability his attend- 
ants were not leſs {kilful ; in this N chan | 
himſelf. 

At 14 on the 33 PIES the company 
being tired of their reyelry, and in ſome mea 
ſure ſatiated with drinking, I made to Van der 
Weſchuyſen and Engelbrecht my propoſal. ; 
Their anſwer was, that neither of them could ; 
| ſpare me a ſingle ox, as they had no more than | 

* Wale neceſſary by heir can ule. 
"This 


> 


May that ifLwould repair'es the mountains of 
Camis; I ſhould there find planters who would 
furniſh me with as many: as I wanted. I had 
come to. Namero, on the faith. of Baſter that 
there were teams in this ſettlement to be pur- 
chaſed: and from Namero I was now ſent to 
Camis, where I might be equally unſucceſsful, | 
But what elſe. cquld I do? To move from the 
place af my preſent encampment without freſh 
_ Dxen, was totally impracticable; and I had no 
reſoutce, therefore, but to [run;the ** of this 
weariſome journe x. Nan 
The elder bac Van der Weſthuplen offered. 
to accompany me on horſeback and ſerve me 
as. a guide. This propoſal was certainly plea» 
frag, and 1, accepted it with thanks; 'annexing 
at the fame time one condition, which was, 
that Klaas Baſter alſo ſhould be of the party. 
As it was known to his relations that Baſter 
Was with me, and as L had had occaſion to ex- 
pref. to them my ſentiments upon the ſubject, 
I had jig it a point that he- ſhould quit his 


lurkirig-place, and live with the reſt of my oe, 


companions. openly.in my tent. They ap- 
peared, after the gonyerſation. that had-paſled, 


1 — en 
eee eee | 
{ __ -  Tufficientz I was doſwous of bringing bouts 
| __ Pomplete reconciliation; und abthiig bür We 
| 
| 


| - _ Grinkenheſv of the family; from ieh indeed 
| they were yet not recovered dad prevented me 
from executing m project: To Rave hiftt in 
wu emp; while Iwent 10 Camis, would be 
expoſing to danger a mise MUM in- =" 
I Was under conſiderable (obligations; 
 Wſihoſity! might happen t6'revive; and; avail 
_ ing themſelves of my abſence}. they might play 
Him ſome trick. In this tincertainty 1 Wag 
bound in honour to take fim with me ; Afd | 
ene vas my reaſon for propoſing it, though T 
| Had tio doubt Ma refufal. At firſt my youſg, 
man appeared to heſitate; but pereetving mz 
bhbrm reſolution, unleſs he compliet with amy 
3 2 terms, to reject his ſervices, àfid athamed At 
38 the ſame time either/to retract His offer; of td 
object in my preſence to the company of his 
brother, he preſently acquieſced, and the next” 
© morning at day-break we <er(6;"atterided By 
ſoine of my Hortentets, 114 4,16 0 ED 
| ehe hain bf Camis was tö the eaſt of tis: 
- ©" Aprived at the foot of the firſt mountains hie 
roads were ſo narrow atid winding, that ur 
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W at intervals, were of no uſe to | 


us; and we were obliged to clamber up in the 
beſt manner we could. This ſteep aſcent 
conducted us, after a fatiguing march; to a 
valley of ſome depth, where Was the ſtream 
of a river, which my guide aſſuted me was the 
Green · River, and that it had its ſource in the 
mountains before us. Acquainted as he ſeemed | 
to be with the country; the eircumſtance not- 
withſtanding / ſttuck me as improbable z; be- 
cauſe, having coaſted the banks of the Green- | 
River for ſeveral; hours together, I had found 
not a drop of water running in its bed, while 
that in queſtion was flowing with a full ſtream. 
He was, however, right in his aſſertion. The 
river had ſands and a parched ſoil to. crols, p 
Which dried up its current, and prevented it 
from reaching the plain, unleſs when Pw | 
were extraordinarily abundant. 
The deſign of my guide in reg me to 12 
8 this valley was to introduce me to a planter 
who had a ſettlement there, that is to ſay, a 
wretched hut that ſerved him as à reſidence. 
5 bought of him ſix oxen, which were. to be 
delivered to me on my return. Farther on in the 
mountains, I found much ſuch another habi- 
Vor. II. i 111ͤ˙ͤ 
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 tatlon, the maſter of which ſold moe three tore 
beaſts upon ſimilar terms, and offered me be- 
ies a lodging undef his reef. Night ap. 
 proacked; and the old was already extremer 

It was fo ittenſe that I could not ſleep? bit 
paſſed the night in ſhivering, wrapped up in 
my cloak; which ſer ved me at once for muttreſd 
and coverlid. - When daylight \ came; as 
not ſurpriſed at the ſererity of the weather, | 
fot the" ground was cdyere@with"ſriow afoot 
deep. - > 516 Tay nor hellen Siet ri Sins 
Bern in the törrid zone, adden 1 had fpent- 
my early days, I was naturally ſenſihle of cold; 
and though I had Jearnt to ĩnure myfelf to n 


mn France, the three years I had f pent in Africa, 


4 elimate approackitig that in which I drew 
my firſt breath, had revived my former fenſt- 
bliliey. Under fuch circuthſtarices, it wWas 
highly painful to file to be epoſfed to tlie keerr- 
Air of a frozen chmate. Some reviewer; Tfor- . 

get who, ſpeaking of my former journey, fiys 
chat I travelled like a Perfiati” fatrap, becauſe 
1 bad three waggons with me!: "aſſtiredly, if 
_ this critic had beheld me in the hut of Carhis, 
| he would have coffeſſed, that this lan was 
not awaysin the lap of Oy e 

711 98% 2 | 14 UE 


M 
he maſter of the cabin Had informed me, 
chat irther of; to the notth-welt, lived another 
- ſettler, who, belng richer in cattle than himſelf, 
Could ſpare me a greater number. Notwith- 
ſtanding my 7 unwillingneſs to undertake a freſk 
Journey , in ſuch ſevere weather, 1 fer out. 
| During the whole of the way, which was ex- 
tremely bad, we were expoſed to an unceaſing 
ow, which fell in large fakes, as in the moſt 
Hoſthern parts of Europe. I was highly im- 
2; pridetit i in us this to venturè under ſuch cir- 
cumſtances; for the ſnow preventing us from 
ſeeing the ground on Which we trod, we 
were continually. in danger of breaking our 
necks, by falling down with our horſes, 
Meanwhile, more fortunate than we had reaſon 
to expect, we arrived without accident at a 
miſerable ſettlement, where we found, in a 
vile hut, an old man warming himſelf at a fire 
of eow-dabg, uY: ek he invited me to fr 
down. | 
Benumbed and frozen * was, an G 
tunit of warming myſelf gave me no ſmall 
pleaſure, though could effect it only in an 
inconvenient poſition, ſquatting on the ground 
Taal a 8 the hut being too low to 
1 5 permit By 


12 
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permit me to ſtand upright. 10 «this act of 


hoſpitaljty Cloete added tat of offering us 


milk and bread, the only food at his diſpoſal, 
1 ſatisfied myſelf with the milk only, becauſe 


a conſiderable portion of the duſt of the mill- 


ſtone, with which the meal was ground, having | 


entered into the compoſition of the bread Idid 
not chooſe to wear out my t teeth with chewingit. 


In the evening our hoſt feaſted us with a haamel | 
(a fat ſheep) which he killed, and which, Was 
far more e to. mY POT, than his 
milk, 

For e oak of the EY fn my 


journey, 1 converſed with my hoſt, ſtudied his 
| character, and endeavoured to gueſs by what. 


means I ſhould beſt prevail on him to ſell me 
the oxen | wanted. The many precautions 
1 took promiſed at firſt to be all uſeleſs: 


ſcarcely had I made my requeſt, when he ſtop- 


ped, me ſhort, with a peremptory refuſal : 


charming conſolation to a man who had braved. | 


the froſt and ſnow under a very different ex- 

pectation! While I was feeling, however, the 
old man's pulſe,! Lhad obſerved his eyes ſparkle 

when I mentioned the word brandy; and I 


: flattered myſelf, that this — of eloquence: 


« 
- 


1 1 . would 


, ,,,, 


fn ROALD -- 30 
would effect more with him than any rheto- | 
rical figures I could employ. : 

Thad with me two bottles of genuine French 
brandy, one of which I ordered tobe produced; 
and I filled a few bumpers to put him in good 
humour. When his features began to dilate, 
T renewed my propoſal. It was not now re- 
faſed as before; though it was Rill received 
with coolnels, This commencement of aſſent 
I endeavoured to increaſe by a few additional 
\ bumpers; and in the intervals I repreſented to 
him, with all the energy of which I was maſter, 
the diſtreſſed ſituation in which I was placed, 
and the important ſervice he would render me 
if he gave his aſſiſtance in extricating me from 
it. I even went ſo far as to offer him his own 
terms; which was in reality ſuffering him to 
put his hand into my packet and take what he 
pleaſed: but to this I was driven by neceſſity; 3 
and he at length conſented to ſell me four- 
teen oxen for a hundred and N rixdollars | | 
[about 25L J. 
The cold had kept me awake cha preceding 
night, and did not ſuffer me to ſleep during 
the whole of this alſo, ſo that I was obliged 
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to pets! it in conxerſation with ares quaning 
with him at his fire, 1, 


The worſt of the adventite. was, that 3 in che 
| morning, when he had become ſober, he did 
not zemember the promiſes of the evening, and 
in conſequence refuſed to keep them. Fortu- 
nately I had till ſome of bis favourite liquor 
left; and I renewed therefore the experiment 
of the preceding day, which was once more 
equally ſucceſsful, Cloete having again pro- 
miſed; to prevent his receding as before, I re- 
| queſted him to accompany me immediately. to 
his paſture, that I might ſelect the beaſts he - 
had fold me. When I. examined their horns - 
and teeth, they all appeared to have ſeen ten 


years ſervice at leaſt; yet I thought myſelf 
happy | in obtaining even theſee. 


On my return to his hut, I gave bim 2 
draft on Serrurier, the new fiſcal, payable to 
one of his friends at the Cape. But theſe 
fourteen oxen. made but one team, and I was. 
deſirous of having two. Accordingly, when = 
Was writing the draft, I propoſed to him to 
double the ſum, on condition of bis doubling 
the number FI cattle; and, to ſtrengthen my 


F Propoſal, 


CO 6 ® bile Ol} WEBS ee AGES ne ARNE i dog Ste os oe et 


AFRICA 103 


propoſal, 1 accompanied” it with a large glaſs 
of brandy. The liquor he ſwallowed very 
deliberately, and- then told me, without the 
leaſt change of countenance; not only that he 
would not ſell me another beaſt, but that he 
- muſt frankly adviſe me to leave him thoſe I 
had bought, as I had been taken in by him; 
for ſix leagues farther on in the mountains 
Was a Hottentot Horde, where I could make a 
much better bargain, and thither he would 
recommend me to repair. | 
This ingenuous confeſſion, rules as it was, 
could not avoid giving me pleaſure, as it pointed 
out to me the meangof completing my teams, 
Notwithſtanding the ſnow, which ſtill con- 
tinued to fall abundaütly, I immediately gave 
orders for our departure, and aſked Cloete for 

a direction to the horde. But when we were 
on the point of ſetting out, I felt myſelf 
ſo benumhed, and ſo completely penetrated 
with cold, that, ſtrength and courage both 
failing me, I re-entered the hut, and contented 
myſelf with ſending my people, giving them 
all the hardware we had brought with us, and 
ordering them to purchafe with it as many 

oxen as they could procure, Thy hom 
5 H 4 ES, 
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In theſe lofty mountains of Camis, the wot 
bares perhaps in all the ſouth of Africa, the 


air is ſo ſharp and cutting, as to affect the moſt 


robuſt conſtitution, Whether [ was indiſpoſed, 
or the cold had really augmented, which 1 
doubt not'was the caſe, I could no longer keep 


- myſelf warm. My back was frozen, while 
the fire by which I was fitting ſcorched: my 


chins. If, to remove the ſtiffneſs occaſioned by 


my awkward attitude, I attempted to ſtep out 


of the hut, the air cauſed ſuch a tightneſs 7 
at my breaft as to ſtop my raſpiration: I 


panted, and, feeling as if J ſhould be ſuffo- 


cated, was obliged inſtantly to re- enter the 
cabin. There, it is true, I had another incon- 


venience to ſuffer, ariſing from the combined 
ſmoke of my hoſt's pipe and the fuel. But of 


the two evils between which I had to chooſe, 
this was the more tolerable, and I therefore, 


ill the return of 127 rh EW oi. 

ted to it. | e 

They biecsbt with them a oxen, and 
two cows; which, added to the ſeven I had 


ſaved of my own, the fourteen ſold me by 


Klaas Baſter, and thoſe I had juſt bought, 


made up 82 four * cattle. This num- : 


ber, 


Ks 
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der, though not completely adequate to my 
wants, was at leaſt, ſufficient to enable me to 
continue my journey; and allowed me time 
to wait a more favourable opportunity, e 
I might make my final purchaſe to more ad- 
vantage. Accordingly, without remaining 
moment longer in this frozen climate, 1 took | 
leave of my venerable hoſt, and regained my 
= camp, collecting as I went the cattle I had 
| JOS at the two preceding plantations. - 
The cold had ſtill increaſed, for in ee 
places I found ice two inches thick. Beſides, 
the ſnow ceaſed not to fall the whole time we 
were in the mountains; and, though I ex- 
pe Ned to ſuffer extremely on the road, yet the 
certainty of ſoon finding the air milder in the 
plain, and more eſpecially the pleaſure of 
being freed at laſt from the anxiety I had 
ſo long ſuffered, had ſuch a powerful effect on 
my mind, that I was ſcarcely ſenſible to ne 
= inclemency of the ſeaſon. 
I did not ſee the ſun again ll my e 
Wy the valley watered by the dings 
There, animated by the view of that beneffcent ; 
orb, and warmed. by its beams, I was pro- 
cceding gaily under its ſalutary influence, when 
. 5 we 
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we were ſuddenly ſtopped by elles, he 
ws to iſſue from the ſummit of the moune 
n. Caſtiug our eyes towards it, we per- 
genes about 4 dozen zebras aſſembled at the 
foot of a rock, which, ſheltered them from 
the wind, while they Fog, themſelvey, in 
dhe ſun. 5 k dll 1 REN 
The e ſpace 8 us "Ras 
very ſteep 3 and we could not approach them 
without taking a wide circuit, which would 
have required a long and laborious walk, and 
waſted to no purpoſe a portion of time — 
I was, not deſirous of loſing. To frighten 
them, however, and afford me the plea- 
ſure of ſeeing them run, I fired a fuſee. 
The ſpot on which we ſtood was favourable for 
producing an echo; and in fact che exploſion, 4 
after baving: reverb erated around us, reached 
the rock, at the foot of which the zebras were 
colleed; and was thence returned: back 20 
e . » t A 
The zebras, * hag: the; 5 
of the ſound, and ſuppoſing it to come from 
che top of the mountain, deſcended from their 
rock on ſull gallop, and ran towards us, en- 
n to eſcape through the valley. But 
. when 


* derm quickly diſappeared. n 


0). eee 
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whin they” perceived us, they turned eff, made 
a double, and, gaining the ſide of the moun- 
tiain oppoſite to that ws hy T0 Fans: 


A female alone, either leſs antes or 
Ke fatigued to aſcend the height, quitted 
che herd, and continued her courſe through 
the valley. Hickerto I had kept in my dogy, 
though with difficulty ; but when the animal 
was near enough to afferd à chaſe, I ſlipped | 
chem, and they foon came up with her. Jager, 
particularly, was: ſo near, that from time to 
time he fixed his teeth in hex legs and thighs, 
and, as he was the ſtouteſt and ſtrongeſt of my 
pack, at every bite he brought away either 
fleſh or ſkin. Toung Van der Weſthuyſen 
and 1 purſued the chaſe on horſeback, follows 
end by my. Hottentots, who, though on foot, 
Were little behind us. At length we ſur- 
rounded the animal, and, throwing a rope with 
a. ſlip· Knot over her, terminated the chaſe; then 
| faſtening the rope to wy horſe's tail, 1 8 
. after me: 2 
At firſt the ſallowed aa but, beet 
| tertified atthe fight of the dogs, or whether the 


/ 


| Tn. ” her wounds became too acute, we had N . 


2 


not 
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= not advanced above a hundred paces befire 
e gave the horſe ſuch jerks, as made him fling 

back his heels, at which ſhe;would- rear on her 
bind lege. This refractorineſs ſtopped my 
| progreſs; and to put an end to it, I reſolved to 
mount upon the back of the animal. My 
companion and my Hottentots attem pted in 
vzin to diſſuade me, by predicting ſome mi- 
fortune: but the worſt that could happen to 
me was the being thrown off, and I was net 
to be diverted from my purpoſe by the fear of 
a: fall. I was alſo deſirous of aſcertaining 
Whether it was poſſible to break in this wild 
ereature, which the learned repreſent to us as 
untameable, and that from mere prejudice, for 
it is far from being ſo in reality, as the reader 
Will preſently ſee; and the ſavages, whoſe te-. 
_ timony on this point ought to have more 
weight than that of the aatmaliſt deemf it 23 
flit for the ſaddle. | 
To protect me from the teeth, of has ant- 
mal, I. took care to muzzle her: ſhe was then 
looſened from my horſe, and I vaulted on her 
back. Her reſiſtance, was flight, and leſs than 
that of. a colt the firſt time of deing mounted. 
| Soon. ſhe walked: as Quietly: as my horſe, and 
15 = 8 ZW 
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mus I. . with her for more than a 

league, to the houſe of the planter, of whom I. 
had purchaſed my firſt oxen . This, trial ſo 
far ſatisfied; me, that I thought of keeping het 
for riding : but in that caſe it would have been 


neceſſary to cure her wounds, and they were 


too large for me or my people to venture on 
ſuch e | Heer: T gave up 
{elf 3 5 infling. of og the © e gen | 
cover with; muck. more {peed and. certainty, & | 
reſolved, to give her her liberty. But the Hot= 
teutots of the, planter at whoſe houſe.we, were 
hegged the animal of ug, that they, might feaſt 
on her. fleſh; | of which they were fond; and, 
in n ſne was killed and cut up im 
| mediately. FF 
Among the PEA PPAR who. will read: 
his fact, ſome will no doubt be found ready 
to maintain that it proves nothing; and that an 
animal fatigued by a long chaſe, weakened. by- 
wounds, and loaded with an unwonted burden,, 
muſt naturally become manageable, and more, 
docile. This reaſoning, I-confeſs, would be, 


applicable to a human being; or even to. . OG 


3 mellic animals, eee Fe or become 
| 24 17 ; b N | ſo 
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d by ediication; ſubmit! without reſiftarice'ts: 
che yote impoſed en them; and bear, with! 
conſiderable calmheſs even blows-and wounds; 
& well äs the application of 'remedies to cure 
them. But it is not the ſame” with wild 
_ iffitials and beaſts of prey, To theſe every 
Kind of foree is Inſufferable ! pain irritates! 
5 them; if acute! it reuters rhei furious; and 5 
chert madneſs rages: to:ſilch a piteh, that, if un- 
Able in their captivity to wreak their vengeande 
con chieir enemy like frequeady:deſitoy them- 
| felves. * Ot 77 101 Nn 1 1 ol + ie 515 Mall 31 
It appeate that; among lie multitude of 
Anithals diſperfed G ver hie ſurface of tlie eurrh, 
' there 18 a certat number deſtined by nature to 
tlie ſervice. oft man: at leaſt there ard ſome 
which have apparently a more docile diſpofr- 
non, or are more euſly tamed; dad this ir- 
comſtance diſtingulſhes them from thaſe whidy - 
are dangerous or hurtful from their natural 
ferocity. The quality of which E aum ſpcaking 
truly indicates the ſuperiority of man; and, 
without ſearching for its cauſe in miracles or 
2 myſtic reveries; our experience on this hag is 
| ſufficient to excite all our admiration. 
In every country throughout the Hoke; 80 | 


| rA t 
kas oitainad ito ſabdue, tame, 10100 70 His 
ſervice, utcuſtom to his domeſtic wayrof living; 
and befid- to his purpoſe many different ſpbeies = 

of animals: but I am perſuaded: there are ſtilli 
many more which he might appropriate to 
his uſe; and in this number Lreckom the. 
bra and the quagga, which: would bez elegant 
and waluable acqulftti ons to him, from Utreir 
ftrengt and ſwiltneſß as ow ROE beauty of 
their king 214 b 71 rinnt zi mol: : 2919902 
-1Aothetebra! oa which. ade mp 3 
periment' was a female, and it is to be pre- 
ſumed a male weuld Httutally be leſs dee, 1 

putpoſed to repeat it d a male, if THould'be 
fortutlatè enough to Proeure olle; "bat; during 

the wholeccourſe of my joutney, T ſbuglit an 
opportunity in vain; for though nothing is 
mere ealy' for a trxveller in Africa than to hunt 
and kill: Zebras, it is very difficult to catch 
one alivr; at leaſt it is not to be done without 

| Excelleitirunining horſes, capable of ſupporting 
long chaſe ; and even then it is heceſfary to 
hint theſe animals in the plain; for, if there 
ure mountains near, the zebras would ſoon 
ſet che ſpeed of the horſes at defiance by theit 
1 in — them. However, 
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though I had no. opportunity. of repeating my 
trial, I am not the leſs convinced of the prad i- 
ability vf taming the «gt r e By 3 
into a: domeſtic animal. ach 
Such an undettaking; 1 Alo, e e- 
quire pains, addreſs, patience, and an painter- 
rupted perſeverance in rational mein. At 
the fame time, che moſt petfect mode of educa- 
tion would not ſucceed equally well with every 
ſpecies: ſome are naturally dull and ſtupid, and 
cheſe unite with their want of underſtanding ; 

an obſtinacy of reſiſtance, and: a--refratory 

_ diſpoſition, which would render chem alto - 

gether unteachable. We may go farther per 


hs haps and-fay, that the moſt perfectible ſpecies 


-are thoſe which, being inured to combats and 
ſtratagems from their mode of life, and; cont- 
nually in a ſtate of defenſive or offenſive war- 
fare, have more oceaſion to unfold their facul- 

ties exereiſe their inſtinct, and employ re- 
fleQion, if in ſpeaking of beaſts I may uſe 
I this expreſſion, Which certainly 18 as proper i 
vrhen applied to them as to us. The ien, 

which is ſtyled the king of beaſts, no doubt 
becauſe he is ſuppoſed to be the moſt danger · 

| 0 and nn. is one 'of ** moſt eaſy od If 


©, * _ 


3 * 
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| . Without; quoting, in proof 0 this 
d e fn rein tidery e 
ing the gratitude and attachment ſometimes 
ſhown. by this formidable king, I ſhall con- 
tent myſelf with citing the teſtimony of eitizen 

| Desfantaines, demonſtrator ef , botany, at the 

national botanic garden. When this. naturalift | 

reſided on the. coaſt, of Barbary, be ſaw a 

thouſand, inſtances of children playing and 
toying in the ſtreets with a lion, which, quietly 

bore With all their, tricks in the. ſame n 

. ag a young dog would have dong. 

_ | The: conſequences. reſulting jan el 
| fleQions will, nodoubt, be treated as paradoxes 
by a certain claſs of philoſophers, who'choole - 
rather to degide- upon queſtions dogmatically, | ve 
| than take the trouble of examining theme 
With two or three leading principles of pray = 

tended philaſephy, and a few ſonorous and 
authoritative phraſes, they preſently do away 

the facts of experience and actual obſervation. . _ 

They «form; fyſiems in their . cloſets, mould © 
| © their prejudices: into axioms, and utter them 

in circles of Hatterers or bundle admirers, Wg 
| willing, or at leaſt pretending, to believe what 

is told them with ſo magiſteril an air, tranſmit 

Vor. 1. e 5 0 errors 8 


. ith A+ | 
bon errors to vihiets who ate Kill miote obſequious. 5 
| > Fhus ſentenee is paſſed"apott nature” in 4 on. | 

ret, becauſe 'axioms”adrifit of no reply, and 
becauſe; with reſpect to dae i is cafier 
En, to believe than to examiOme. 
For ny part, 'T muſt repeat Again and 10 
chat I have Fen with my own eyes; and the 
. eloqueht periods, the moſt ſplendid diſ. 
9 courſes, Abe beer perfiiade v me but of their 
deſtimony:- il iti ee e ee 
5 es E FE beheld 5 the Ackers of Africa 
aumerous acquifttions chat might be made, 
Which would increaſe our enſoyments, and di- 
| miniſh 6urlabours:- Nay more, IL am perſuaded | 
| F it would be eaſy 1 for us to appropriate to our 
. the largeſt quadrupeds, as the buffalo *, the 
kana, tlie paſan, the koedoe; the bubel, and 
che tzeiran ! Ho greatly Would the little 
antelopes thrive in our ſouthern provinecs! 
And there are even certain kinds of fowls witk 
Which we might ſtock our poultry yards. - In 
. ach to Our ame be it ſpoken; in Hel- 
Koh SRI; 3 49 1 K 42407 * 1 #95 Abo 10 Nail 
x "With reſis re animal, tl the yaſt burdens « drawn. 


nk: 
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lens, Wöieh ih 3 fe le favorable climate 
han ours, many ſpecies are common, which 
breed chere as in their native country. Indif- 
a ferent ie eyery cuſtom; unſanctioned by whim 
or frivolity, the French are by no meaus in- 
chned to borrow from this neighbouring nas 
| tion ateſpeQable inſtitution; and would much 
rather ridieule its phlegm, its pritdence; and its 
foreſighit, than profit hy its example, to reap, 
_ © the fruits, of theſe. qualities. Lhave counted in 
the [poultry yards of; the Dutch; with. equal 
pleaſure and aſtoniſhment, more than twentx 
Finds of wild geeſe and ducks which are uns 


known to us; and 1 have ſeen them breed 


like the other domeſtic fowls of our'climes} 
Among others I have admired that beautiful 
ſpecies of Chineſe teal *, of which we have 
not even a ſtuffed · ſpecimen to ſhew in ur 
_ eabinets of natural hiſtory. The Chineſe, the 
| Egyptian, and the Barbary gooſe, the various 
ducks of the Cape of Good: Hope, the Caro— 
ina teal, and many others, as well as the 
 ruraſſoa-of America, frequently adotn the tables 
25 Holland: and a do theſe oy 
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thrive in the frozen me ol Head br 
even varieties are produeed by croſſing weir 
| breeds. But how ſheuld we think of "oY 
_ ſpecies, who neglect thoſe of our own country ? N 
Luxury alone has ſometimes prompted the 
rich with us, to make ſome flight attempts 
of this kind for the gratification of their plea- 
fures. The pheaſants of China, peacocks, and 
Pintadas, which began to multiply in fuck; a. 
manner as to encourage our attempts, far from 
_ having promoted any ends of utility or abun- - 
| dance; were ſoon totally neglected, after they | 
had a little while ſerved the-purpoſes of orna- 


ment and parade. in-the gardens: of our men of 


flaſhion. I have often propoſed fimilar attempts; 


and, to have executed them, I would have tra- 
- verſed Holland, and brought thence all the 
ſpecies naturalized to the climate; I would 
have fought every information neceſſary for 
bringing them up; and T would readily have 
undertaken the taſk of inſpecting and manag- 

. Ing theſe uſeful animals. But even for a poſt 
75 of this nature patrenage Was- neceffary, and 
the ittereſt of ſome man in place, or ſome lady 
of influence, to whom perhaps it appeared, 
| very Gingular, that a ary + thould be willing to 
| 55 ſacrifice 


* 
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lende fs time, and invent any novelty, for 
tte good of hiscountry. It is to be preſumed, 
dat publie utility will be an obje& of more at- 
tention under a free government; that travellers 

will be rewarded ; that a poor fellow, enamaur- 
ell with ſcience, will not be reduced to diſſipate 
lis little fortune, chat a neſt of ſtupid and de- 
| vouring drohes)may have wherewith to admi- 
nifter to their ſenſual gratificatious; and that 
places and rewards will not always fall to the 


lot of ſo mamy famous adviſers, but of him 


Who has really laboured, and made uſeful diſ- 
coveries. This, however, is not all: T fee 
many ettjer wille e on nes eee 
of the country, 
Our path obliging' m to pie 10 S 
ol the Green - River, the freſhneſs of the plea- 
ſant vale through which it lowed} its various = 
meanderings, and the. different proſpects axiſing 
at every ſtep, filled my mind with the "moſt, 
pleaſing thoughts: I trod on a verdaut carpet 
embroidered with flowers; the ſurrou ading . 
_ Kills covered with ſhrubs and beautiful Plants, - 
diſplayed to my eyes a delightful ſhelter in 
_every aa it was 1 re we boom 
0 «i W . 
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„Among theſe 1 numerous families of lower 
Aud plants whole' virgin charms had 8 
been unveiled to human eye, I obſerded ſeve: 

truly me gnificent, and particularly remarked: 
one, which IL cpuld not eaſilyj overlook j it 

was that unlucky geranium, with the poidts of, 
which I had been ſo painfully acquaitted;iand! | 
the marks of which I ſtill carried about ane - 
ſaw ſeveral of theſe; ſome with yellow flowers, 
| NOR white. Little practiſed in the ſtudy 8 
of botany, and always more prone to admire 
flowers than to deſtroy them, T'at ſirſttock 
| theſe for different ſpecies; but I ſoon changed 
my opinion, when 1 perceived that the fame: 
ſtalk frequently bore both white and Fellow 
flowers: and upon leaving” this enchanting 
ſpot I expreſſed my rapture in e e 
the following idylliu n 
Adieu vales, Mu, Ferstdb sn, du le 
Fk every kind; verdant carpet, enchanting | 
banks; ſweet reveries, adieu] I am gaing 
_ reviſit che realms of froſt; &c. c odge 

PE regain the Namero, it was neceffary'for 
us to traverſe afofther chain of mountains 
ng with ſow 5 5 fs that, in leſs Fog eight 


bd #7 
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- 


__ | peratiire, gave ug allg a, cal andhoarſeneſs, 


* * 4 
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ſudcelswe. ſeaſons, 6 a 
ſummer But this: ſuddeni change of tem- 


© which:were: not removed till ſeveral days after 
our neturi to Van der Weſthuyſen's, nnd 
Pie: firſt object that met my eyes When 1 
alighted Was that abominable Pinar, whom ill 
fortune had throwen in my way td plague me. 
I would have given any thing in the world) to 
dar been rid of him ; hut the toxmentor came 
immediately to tell me, that he had waited ion 
purpoſe to have the pleaſure of ſeeingme again. 
My. intention was to; give my Hottentots 
aud the oxen I had purchaſed a day reſt. 
daun ta depart on the following morning. But 
Van der Weſthuyſen's family obſerveilatq ima, 
that as L had new cattle, with/the:mannezs of 
hich I was yet unacquainted, I ſhould aun 
ſome riſlæ in employing them without previ- | 
dus trial; and offered: if I; would main: with 
them ihres days longer; to lend me theirs te 
tranſport my waggons as fat the iv 
Kauſſi. This offer. I accepted; thqughaIhad 
vo doubt: that I ſhould be frequantly.ut. af 
_ humour. with, Pinar, and heartily Lized os, the 
| Arinkeg. 234-68 1034 by 7 Mu £520 el gals * 
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was impoſſible to foreſee, gave to things-avery 
different turn. During my abſenge, Enpel- ky 


brecht had ſeveral times vifited my camp to 


converſe with my Hottentots. One day, While 


_ falkingof me, they mentione®that diverſibn in 
my firſt journey, which,-in my acooubtiof; t, 
 bralled the feſtival, and when, to divert them 
from too powerful a doſe of tobacco; Which I 


had been ſo imprudent as o give them, I too 
it into ary head tu make them dince tothe 


was not yet forgotten by them. They héver 


vocollectud without enthuſinſtic tranſport the 
foftrumentthat afforded them ſo much pleaſure; 


and, in conſequence of their eulogiums, Engel- 
brecht, perſuaded that a man who-:! 


be capabbe 'of playing on any inſtriment, 
thought vf prevailing on me to Wtertain 
Toviety aſſembled in the plantation. 


71% AST: 


Tie had dt lils/houſe a fortof violin, which, = 
Place, had thiere dried in Hilende, witheut 
having once been moved from its peg for ee 
n | | $1 mc 7 ten 


fon 


aiufevfithe jew's harp. 'This burleſqueifeſtival - 


_ the jews harp. angſt eee eee 5 
. tian, and that an accompliſhed muſiulan mult 


the 


ARA 4 


— To /provtre thecampmy/ab agree: © 
aule ſorptiſe/ hoo ſent forit privately3/and; when. 
I atrivedꝭ de put it ineo my hunde, requeſting, 
mio to employ muy talents for their amuſement. 
The reader will form u juſt idea f che inſtn- 

ment when told, that the ſtriags were mate by 
Angelbrecht kümſelf. I took it, however, und 
{raped a/few country dances, aich inſtantly, 
as'if by magicꝭ for the whole company in mo+ _ 
tio This muſic tortured my eat, and fot 
my teeth on edge: but to every one elſe it 
Was delighiful, and they ceaſed nor their dans. 
eingz till fatigue leſt them no ſtrength to ce 
attach "Tho. te ae whe big 
akin to cee mem 
and the day following the ſame ſolicitations 
Were repeated: Thus almoſt te whole of my = 
ure days Were ſpent im ſcraping catgut, while | 
In the midſt of cheſe orgies, which 1 can 
er to-nothing better nue ca 

_ Yevels of witehes, one thing aſtoniſbed me:? 
the daneing ſo-completely-occupied every m. 
ment, chat the favourite liquor was forgotten. 
But ſince the 3 9 | 
N | 5 EG enabled 


, 1 B's 1 3k 4 b | J 
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| "emaþled: chemf to dribk ſo mucb, that they 
ere ſiauſeated iith : it. Deſirous uf teſtifs 
ing my. gratitude (to d family, e hich had 
rendered me already ſome ſervide, and was 
about to render mie ſtill more, I thought. to 
eclipſe Pinar, and with this view I ſeat to my 
Waggon for a caſe of bottles. This caſe was. 


1 filled with the beſt chrdials, from Marco, 


manufacturedchy tlie celebrated Dame Anfouk, | 
It wasmy galatſtore, reſerved for particular 


- -evfions, aucb IL fangied thatyby;preſentingit 


tao men but a ſingle remoe ff] avages 
vo eee {ons 

MY ablojutcly diſliked ene; The women. after 1 

having taſted hem all. pretty largely. one after 

the other, preferred them indeed to the bad 

: dannen of «thei Cape; but 0 vranimoudy 


Aofonx; however: famous es wers af | 
- Jittle worth in the African volonye: 6/7 oil” 
Thbeiriſtrong throats, accuſtomed ee 
days to a pungent. burning ſpirit; were became = | 
_ infenſible.toſo-lwee and luſcious a beverage: = 
=, drinkers complained of, being fick, aanfl HI 
oaths without aun the caſe and its 
B 9 contents. y 


Kev wh 
Wide WOT while intending to regale 


the colnfiny*# A diſtitrguſhed manner; octa- 


froned nothing bur diſſatib faction, I was ve xedto 
find the laſt day 'of my Vifit terminate ſo un- 
fortunstefy, and to loſe in à moment all the 
ftuits of my three days muſical performatites 
aid I refolved-if poſſible to remedy the evil. 
I bad kacklly among my Rores' ſome lemons 
from Piquet- berg, and ſome excellent French 
_ brandy.” With” theſe" F'bethought myſelf; f 


making fomie'tolerably ſtrong punch; I did ſo, 


and they reckoned it divine. Cheerfulneſs 
reſumed its ſear, the ſickneſs vaniſhed, and 


the day finiched as it began; with univerſal 


4 Saiety. Paterſon and his claret will long be 
remembered at mount Namero; and believe 


my muſic, my dane; and my punch 21a diable; 


will not ſoon be forgbtten. Nat 5777 qv „ 
be rebenefhiatiom of Klaas Baſter with his 5 


family was all that was vanting to enable · me 


to depart With ſatis faction, and congratulate 


myſelf on my abode in the mountains. I Rad 


often ventured to ſpeak of him to ſome: of the 


family, ãadethey appeared to be not unfannur- 


Ably diſpoſed: Ag IHE — = 


Fx, 
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duriog the whole of our journey to C amis. 


From theſo auſpicious ſymptoms, and the 
aſſectionate gaiety with which the punch had 


inſpired them, my hopes were ſanguine. 4 1485 


*—@ - cordingly I propoſed a treaty; of peace, or 
="  rither à reconciliation, between the parties, 
which was acceded to aaa without 

_ a fingle diſſuntient voice. NN 

= - — I-raa'ts ray -camgy tp anzonRTg 
cke üdings to Klaas Baſter; and, returning 

Wich him to the houſe, I preſented him to his 

'_ ” relations, 'who mot nl received him without 


gave him their hands; which, as I have elſe - 
chere obſerved, is the moſt uneguiyocal teſti- 
mony of friendſtip among the planters, 
18 Though the father had hitherto not dared to 
_ expres his ſentiments towards his ſon for 
fleur of his wife, he was no ſooner at liberty 
_ to:avur; them, than he gave free {cope to his 
feclicigs,'-he poured out a bumper for him, 
and was the firſt to pledge him. Baſter, quite 
beide himſeif, wanted words o thank his 
telations, and'-rapraſs his gratitude to me. T 
paritipated — n 
i | 18 "uw 


the leaft appearance/of i- will, but all in tun 
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bim rb t eee eee | 
having at length been able, in ſome meaſure, 


to requite'a man, to whom wy people and Hh 
Were indebted for our ä 8 


The next day, agreeable to his W 5 
Van der Weſthuyſen lent me the teams 
chat were neceſſary for my waggons. In the 
morning we ſet off. He and his family 
mounted another waggon, and accompanied 
us; for we had all engaged to paſs the night 
at Engelbrecht 8. His eldeſt ſon, as a mark 
of reſpe&, would drive my waggon himſelf, 
Such is the cuſtom. among the planters: it is 
their mode of honouring a perſon, and is one 
of the greateſt teſtimonies of regard they can 
pay: for the ſame reaſon it was impoſſible for 
me to refuſe this honour without affronting 
bim. But he had ſcarcely ſeated himſelf 
before he put the oxen on a gallop, and drove 


at full ſpeed. This is another of the general. | 


prejudices of the country. On ſuch occaſions, 

the guide thinks it ineumbent on him to:dif- 
uy his talents by driving as furiouſly a8 po- 
ſible: he would ſooner kill his beaſts than not 
thus manifeſt his prowelhi/ In vain did I en- 
d kü to moderate bis — The roads 


were” 


' 
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| Were cxecrable,, and the joſts.made, we every | 
moment apprehenſiye that the Waggon, would 
| des overturned, and d. daſhed, to, .pieces,; b but F „ 
would have thought. it. derogatory. from his 5 


bonour if he had gone a foot Pace, and his 
| Paliteneſs.coft me. two Jars of lime-juice, which 
1 ere broken in the paſfage, and tlie Tots, of : 
"mw extremely regretted... n ine 
Irreparable as this accident was in my ſitua- 

ao J conſoled myſelf with the reflection, 


much worſe might have happened. But 


my having alighted eat Engelbfecht' s, I faw 
Pinat arrive. The. ſight of this man was, be- 
oome a torment to me, and it, ſeemed. as. by he 8 
enn never to quit me more. | 
The ſituation of Engelbrecht s RT. 
| 445 infinitely more pleaſant than that of his : 
F: brother-in-law: yet his houſe, or to ſpeak more | | 
properly his hed, Was, if poſſible, ſtill leſs 
| habitable, and announced the indifferepee inthis 
teſpect of the maſter and his family, which was | 
very numerous. :Qn; my entering the apart- 
2ment, Which was the ſole retreat of all the in- 
| Saabitdrits of, the plantation, I: was-ſurrounde > 
abyon rad of FMlen ah all e 590 * 
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© 1 was grieved to the heart, whetFhortly. after £9 


— 


: n TO 
u krſt took for Baſters , or Hottentot mult. | 
0 and meſtees, and true Hottentots.“ The. |} 
father and mother perceived my miſtake, — | 
and, aſhamed of having children ſo much ne- | 
glected about them, were eager to point out 1 
to me theirs. It was neceſſary to have the ny 
eye of a parent! to diſtinguiſh them; fot ſome 
were 1 quite naked, and others, covered: with Bb 
tattered ſheepsſkins,” begrimed-with filth; The | 
eldeſt daughter ha had dreſſed herſelf with - | 


"care, came to 'accoſt me in her moſt ſplen= | i 
did attire, having equipped herſelf in the moſt 1 
whimſical head-dreſs L ever beheld; it was a 
ſort of cap;compoſed entirely of black oſtrienß 
feathers, and which, overſhadowing the fore. | 
head, gave her the appearance of a great doll. 


I paid her ſome compliments on her taſte, at 1 
Which ſhe affected to be out of countenance; „„ 4 

but her bluſhes ſoon vaniſhed, and ſhe os. © 
cluded this firſt intercourſe with offering me a | 
large bundle of ſuperb white plumes, for — ee x 
1 aue her, 2 een three tix-dol. 
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| laces, 1 it would appear as if it was a general'/appellation 
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_ Nay more, a little fort of e 
e tſtubliſned between us, according to which ſhe 
Vas to ſupply me largely with commodities of 

. this kind; and I in return to make her a pre- 

el᷑e-at af a few more pieces of coin, ſimilar to 

RY let had along, ren he 

II ͤmuſt confeſa, however, that Sa 2 

2 bur days tay at this plantation, I received 
many real proofs of friendſhip, and experi- 
enced ſome degree of pleaſure, We drank 

3 we had muſic, and the greater part of 

very night was ſpent in dancing, In the day 

* hunted. In traverſing the adjacent moun- 

tains I obſerved many beautiful plants, with 
he drawings of which my portfolio is enriched. i 
Zebras. paſans, and koedoes, are pretty com- 
mon throughout this country; but they are 
eee wild by continual hunting, that it 

zs difficult to come within ſhot of them. Ele- 

ONS Pants alſo frequently make their appearance 
' ,, -Antheſeparts, but ſcarcely ever ſtay, preferring 

mme neighbourbood of the ſea, e che ſand- 

hills afford them ſhelter, FLO TE 
Notwühſtanding the prodigious r nne of 5 

a cattle which: Engelbrecht pofſeſſed, he would 

* no means part with a beautiful team of 
. twelve 


3 


- 
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2 41 K 1 C A. „5 
Uncle black eren, which he ſhowed/me wich 
2 fort of boaſting and oſtentation. Indeed I 

never ſaw a team ſo well matched and, though x) 
'L' offered; him thei ſum of two hundretl rix- 
dollars (about 48l.), an exorbitant price in 
that.country; I could not obtalu it; however, 

be ſold me ſeveral theep, and.a-heifer; which I 

Ceauſed to be killed and ſalted! for my people: 

af I increaſad alſo my ſtore of tobacco; with. HY 

5 allche could fpare me. ; 10971979 36 5435] 

Engelbrecht was fon to e e d 

the- Cape, and I availed myſelf of the oppor- 

tumity to write to my friends, which would : 

Probably be the laſt that Would offer, 2 [L || 

Should fim no other plantation on the ruf. 

When 1 departed, mythoſt yoked'to my wag-. 

gen the heauiful team of which I have juſt 

_ poken,/and' nat bnly offered to conduct nme 

wit them ta the Great River, but alſo ſupplied -- 1] ly 

w ather carriage with ſtout cattle] by way of "i 

- paring mine. When I ſet out, Pinar followed 

ue ſtill. In vain did 1 halt after travelling four 

Hours, in order to get rid of him, near a ſpring 

we found on the way; in vain did I pitch my 

tente, in the hope that he would think his day's 8 

| Journey too ſhort, and proceed forwards, leay= _ 

. he too halted at the ring, | 
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tand J that Without an abſoluts quanral | 
1:ſhould .nevgr be rbheved From !chis" dig 
ugreeable companlam 9w of fake? en 
_- : This) ſpot afforded an immenſe NNN of 
3 which came by thouſands 0 drink in 
the ſpring; without being alarmbdar fees gas, 
and afforded/us'alcopiqustupply tou lade. 
From muy tent 1 fired upon their Horks/with 
my great muſket, and brought down. at ledſt a 
ſcore at every ſhot: but this oF REIN | 
oblermaticacwhich bithiok important.. 
Birds, as well ast othef living e as net 
all poſſeſſed of an equal degree afphyſicaliſens 
ſibility, Some ſink under the leaſt pain, while 
others bear with fortitude the moſtatute : ſufl. 
ferings«: All ſportſmen know, for inſtance, 
that thedlighteſt “und- is ſuffitient to bring 


_  dowtiawoodcock, and thkt it is oſten Killed by 


the fall; rather than by the ſhot it hasineveived. 
I have taken vp ſeveral quite deadz:thongh | 
they had received but!a:{ight wound from a 
ſmall- ſhot. The grouſe of the Cape, ön the 
contrary, appear to have organs litleiſenfible 
to pain, or a ſort.. of courage whichnenables 
them to ſupport it ul the moment of death; 
Though I fired: into the middle of the flock, 
and of courſe e hog wok place, it e 
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7 that any remained, but aüchka had a wing 
broken, or were ſhotthrough the head. Thoſe 
that were wounded flew/away with the reſt; 
but on looking after them you/ would fee - 
them from time to time dropping without any 
ſign of life, and you might even trace them 
after they were out of W n 0 the dead "0 ; 
hy in their track! oo mii fig, 
What I have here ſaid of birds is acts 
applicable to quadrupeds. Frequently -there 
_ exiſts a great difference of ſenſibility even be- 
tween animals that have an affinity to each 
dther : for a ſlight wound in the body will de- 
troy: a panther or a leopard, while the cat, 
which is much ſmaller; will live with broken 
ribs and a fractured ſkull, and ſpeedily recover. 
It is the buſineſs of the anatomiſt and tie na- 
tural philoſopher to inform us what is the true 
cauſe of this aſtoniſhing difference: I ſhall 
bnly obſerve, that there are individuals, the 
bodies of which exhibit at one and the ſame 
time parts extraordinary ſenſible, with öthers 
which are not at all ſo. To mention hut a 
ſingle example: the porcupine of che Cape has 
the bones of its head ſo fragile, that with a 
fiogle iroke of a ſwitch you can eaſily fracture 
wie. W K 2 its 
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ity full, and thereby Kill it; ee pen 
might beat its body with a club, with: all your 


; irength,) without depriving it of life. This 
ſort of inſenſibility, let me add, is by no means 
: owing 40 the -hardneſs of its ſkin, which on 


the contrary is very tender; for, if you take 
hold of ſome of its quills, or even its hairz, 
and pull them ever ſo gently, you will tear 


=, away Rh them all dne Akin 1 in I co c 


grow. 


' dh OPER of the birds which I had 
| killed, I called | this ſpring Growfe Fountain 5 | 


ia the country it is named Matjes-Fontyn (Mat 
Fountain): and ſo vexed was I with: Pinar, 
that in my anger I Was on the point of ſtyling 
it Fountain of Torment. This man, as de- 
termined to follow me as if he had reſolved to 


be my Plague, accompanied: me the following | 


day. On the road I reſolved in my mind va- 


ious methods of getting rid of him; but 1 


knew his obſtinacy ſo well, that 1 deſpaired of 


Avcceſs: When I arrived at the Kauſſi, how- 


ever, I fancied I had found an ER 1 5 


1 in 10 


This rivulet was ny, like mol fan 2 


had lately croſſed, Dut an its bed was  ſokyed 
£77 | | out 
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bent l doubted nor: bes chars; wers to 


veral cavities in it containing water. The pro- | 


bability of my conjecture, added to the ro- 


mantie ſituation of the place, made me reſolve 
to encamp here. I even informed Pinar, that 


I intended to remain a whole week ; and, that 


he might entertain no doubt of it, 1 diſmiſſed | 
Engelbrecht's teams. This determined him: 


he continued his way, and thus I was 15 of 
his company. 
|  What-I had conjectured as to alk river was 


| a verified : on ſending a few of my 


people to ſearch, they ſoon returned to inform 


me, that they had found water in twenty - 


places. I was encamped very- near ſome vaſt 


mountains of granite, through which the 
Kauf had opened itſelf a paſſage. In hollow- 


ing out its bed, the torrent had given the rocks 


a thouſand whimſical forms, which gratified 


the eye, and muſt form natural caſcades of 


extraordinary beauty when abounding with 
water. The place where my camp was ſitu- 


ated was in general parched: there was little 
paſturage to be ſeen, and that little only here 


and there in patches; while it was covered with - 


thick and lofty mimoſas, the Grade of which 
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was the more gratleful to us beckuſe they were 


the firſt large trees we had: Keen finee _ left 
the. Elephants: River 

A botaniſt would have ub dhere an ample | 
Kirveſt of various plants, particularly of the 
oily kinds, with which" the country abounds. 


I made drawings of ſeveral that appeared to me 
_ the moſt remarkable; among others, of a mag- 
nificent ixia, very lofty, the numerous deep red 


flowers of which were extremely pleafing to 


the eye. I alſo noticed ſome large and high 


buſhes of the great euphorbia, with which the 
Whole plain was interſperſed. The ſavages 
employ the milky juice of this plant to poiſon 
the arrows they make uſe of in hunting the 
larger kinds of game. I was deſirous of trying 
the poiſonous quality of this plant, and, not- 
Withſtanding the ſtrenuous diſſuaſion of my 


Hottentots, I put à fmall drop of its milky 
juice upon my tongue, which oceaſioned 4h 


inſufferable ſmart for mote than two hours. I 


eut a ſlice of the plant, and offered it to my ape, 
Whocleaped back affrighted, and ran to à con- 
ſiderable diſtance, without venturing to come 


near me agen for a löng me- boy 
35 Klaas Bafter"tdlked=as if he was well: av 


Fan 
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rd withthis.euphorbia. / According to 
_ him, its juice is moſt virulent hen the plant 
is in flower, which was the; caſe! at preſent,” 

and; then it ĩs that the ſavages. lay up their ore 
of it. Jo collect it they make little inciſions 
in the plant, from which it flows out into par- 
ticular veſſels made for the purpoſe of receiv 
ing it. Atfirſt its colour is white and milky, 
| butiit ſoon becomes brown, and thickens into 
the conſiſtence of an eleftuary, the deleterious 
powers of which, in proportion as it inſpiſſates, 
are concentrated and increaſetc. 
With this mortal juice the hunters impreg- 
nate tbeir arrows. Experience having taught 
them that a common arrow is ſeldom ſufficient 

to kill any of the larger ſorts of game, they 
have invented this mode of ſtopping it quickly 
in its flight; by congealing its blood through 
the ſpeedy and. infallible means of a ſubtile 
poiſon. To effect the death of the animal, it 
is neceſſary that the venom reach the blood, 
and mingle with it; yer, inconceivable as it 
may be, the animal, though poiſoned, i is Nat 

the leſs wholeſome food, a Haar obſeryed 
. en e en 8 1 e 


Ihe atom is headed: with A Race af — 
5 2 9 5 K 4 13 well 


ns. wa Tv - 
Vel tharperied. If hen were ued he ddp 


of the poiſon would corrode the metal. and 
convert it into ruſt, which would cauſe it to 


ſeparate and fall off. Sometimes, indeed, they 


add to the bone a point of iron, but then they 


_ take care ſo to apply the 5 A er that 
the metal is not touched by it. a6 ant 


In places where there are foul reſetyoirs 


of water frequented by game, the ſavages em- 
ploy the-euphorbia, for procuring this game, 


throw theſe ſlices into the baſin, and ſtir the 


water occaſionally to aceelerate the ſolution of 


the juice. When they think the water ſuffi- 
ciently impregnated with the poiſon, they take 
out the ſlices of euphorbia, as no animal would 
venture to drink at the reſervoir if he per- 
| ceived them. This method, which is much 
more certain chan the former, would be ex- 
tremely deſtructive, if the game were not pro- | 
tected by a kind of inſtinct. It is ſaid, chat 
there are ſome ſpecies with ſenſes ſo exquiſite, 
that they eaſily diſlinguiſh poiſoned water: and 
an never be decetved by it, while they have 


che light of day to aſſiſt them. Accbrdingiy, 


e bk bore he havin, the fy 


nin a different manner. They cut it in flices, - 
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vagen rerhaſn near the tefetoir to keep them 
away, atitt leave it free for their approach, only 
when the darkneſs does abt W —_— 

| diſcern any thing in it. 
175 | Animatinfling is an ocenl quality det ea 
dd be defined.” Unqueſtiogably it reſults from 
the combination of the elements of which 
every Uving being is compoſed, which have 

| A tendency to repel whatever is of a hatte 
different from their own : bur this is rather 
_ Living am account” of the effect than explains | 
| ing the cauſe. Man too has an inſtinct, which = 
| draws him towards that which is good, and 
tepels him from that which is noxious. But 
man in ſociety quickly loſes it; and frequently 
does not allow it time to anfold itſelf, Sa 
vages, on the contrary, and all animals that 
"enjoy their liberty, continually exerciſe and 
improve it. I have often found baſins 6f 
water poiſoned with euphorbia; and Wen 
the ſurface was ſmooth, I could perceive on it 

A chin fhining coat of a greeniſh browmu oil, 

which wat the poiſon.” Now if my feedle 

eye were able to diſcern this flight mark, how _ 
obvious muſt it be to animals, the ſight of al- 


we n '6f heh i f. rea 1 Wan ben 
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bays n to return to this ſubjeA,, and, * 
hall relate circumſtances - = which, will. prove, 
that. Klaas Baſter, in ſpeaking of ec 8 
cuphorbia did not deceive. Mets oo i 
Though this mode of procuring Came, ap- 
gears am if it mußt be: very productive, it is 
much leſs advantageous than might be ſup· 
poſed; for if the animals that come to drink 
are not warned by. the ſight, they ſoon are by 
the taſte, and quit the water. I once poiſoned 
a ſmall pond, to which ihere came in the courſe 
of the day more than four thouſand antelopes, 
of the. ſpring- bock ſpecies; yet I caught only 
three, beſide. # byena which I found. there the 
next morning, and which had died in the 
night. When a flock of antelopes arrives at 
the baſin, the firſt, or the moſt thirity, attempt 
to drink; but ſcarcely have they touched the 
water when they retire affrighted, and the 
Hock inſtantly follow, their. — without 
schien the fatal ſaare . 1 | 
In traxverſing the dry, bed. of hat Kauſh, . 
4 ſeveral ſorts of aquatic birda, particularly. 
thoſe wild ducks which the planters call the 
bergreend (the mountain-duck.) They ſwam 


1 a i eee baſins among che | 
root | 
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rocks! where perhaps: they had: never before 
heen diſturbed by any human being.” . Oppo- 
fits one of | theſe: reſervoirs I found a cavern, 
in which I ſpent many hours watching for! ſuch 
of theſe birds as I wiſhed to procure. x 
One day while I Was in e qt 


n elk. antelope, the ana of the Hotten- 
tots, arrive at the baſin. The ſight of him af« * 


forded me che more pleaſure, às he certainly 


was not alone in this canton; and having been 


obliged for ſome time paſt to feed my people 
at the expence of my flock; I was very deſirous 
of ſupplying my kitchen by the help of my 
gun. This antelope would have ſaved me a 


few ſheep; but at the time I had only ſmall- 
thot in my fuſee, and I was afraid to put in a 


ball, left the noiſe and motion ſhould frighten 


him away. However, as he was not more 
than ten yards off, and I had two charges to 


fire, I ventured to let off both barrels at once, 
and in fact he fell due che s where he was 
drow nec. R. u85D: 
Delighted with "ee dees of Foe: Faw 
upon which I fad not much reckoned, I ran to 
my camp for aſſiſtance to carry home 7 
prices! and at the ſame time 1 brought wirn 


me 


| e I, 
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| a few hunters and my Aen. in orden to. 
8 . the adjacent partaꝭ in the hope of finding 
more of theſe animals: but the ſearch was 
fruitleſs, and we were obliged to content ur- 
ſelves with the one I had ſnot. 
One day, howevet, as I was proceeding 
_ down the bed of the river, and beating about 
in the ſame manner, with my hunters and dogs; 


my dogs ſuddenly opened, and we preſently 
peretivei before us a panther, ſtretched. on an 


Antelope which it was deveuting He ap- 


in a hollow rock on the border of the river, a 


peared by no means intimidated at our ap- 
proach, but glared furiouſly, at us with his 
eyes, without quitting his prey. There were 
ſeven: of us in company, all provided with 
fuſees, ſo chat we ran no great riſk in attacking 
him. When, we had advanced within fifty 
| paces of him, ha aroſe, turned his head towards 
us, and ſeemed to ſelect the victim on which . 
3t-was his intention to ſpring. My gun was 
and as he fled he received a few more ſliglit 
wounds from my Hottentots, He took refuge 


- hundred: paces farther on; whither my dogs 


followed a a but, though | 
W | 0 5 * 


A e r 1. 


bad ”"_ much blond, and was neceſſarily 


weskened, they durſt not attack him. We 


aſcended the rocks on the oppoſite: bank, and 
frm this another ball ns fired by une of my 


people, which Killed him. My dogs then 
: ruſhed upon him; and before'F:could come to | 
his reſcue, they had ſo torn and mangled him, 8 
that his ſkin was! good for nothing, n 


ſolved therefore to leave him. 

My Hottentors, however, were not FOR 
10 abandon theit prize. They -purpoſed: to 
have a feaſt upon the animal, and with this 
_ view bore him to my tent. In my firſts jour- 
ney I had the curioſity to taſte a tiger, merely 


to knom the flavour of the fleſh of ſuch a ter- 
ALible carnivotous animal. From that trial theßxp 


douhted not but I thought the tiger as excellent 


to fave; for my eating certain choice parts 9 8 


our panther. I anſwered with a ſmile, that 1 
could by no means think of feeding on an ani- 
mal which had perhaps dev oured the' fleſh of 
ſome Hottentot. | This argument had little * 
__D.cfiet on my ſavages ; who, to convince m uf 


my miſtake, opened the panther, and-howed 


7 85 : * y N wy , , PE *. 1 
10 25 * 
7 7 
Fl 74 5 
; . 2 
7 # % 1 
16 
Fe) . . 
if 
. * 


5 1 10 lis Gab buf 
A littleclay, Which be had fwallowed.to appeaſe 
1 he rage of hunger, and fome pieces of the an- 

wWelope. Be this ab it would, Lqgave up the 
xholeof him to my people, ieſerving for my 
ſielf only a couple of quarts of greaſe, which 
they took from him, and whick is eſteemed by 
the planters an encellent reſolerm for tumourt 


IRS e eee let 


and ulcers. 


Im returning to my eamp I found a beautiful 


ſpebies of euphorbia, Wäich Tthouthtenew, 


And of Which I made a drawing tłat is copied 


in the annexed plate. This eupHorbium ad- 


eres to the eartli no bHherwiſe thari by a fee 


| dender roots. It riſes to the height rr 
| -eeVikches-only;91andiexattly reſembles 4 cu- 
cuinber, of wicht has the bent ſha 


t 
nta aburidafier of: milky juice, which ap- 


peared to me as cauſtic as that of the great eu- 
kbit Its colour; which is à yellowiſhli! 


Freem tinted with a beautiful ſhade of violet to- 
warddthe rot, gives it a very attractive ap- 
Prarahee: but woe betide the man wh ſhould 


/ de tempted to eat oft} a8 Cam told it is a vĩru- | 
dend Polſon. Several E e and 
3 ͤ 7 W my 
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Bp! old Serahepoel; who werd ae; ac- 
Ausinted with this plant, informed me turk k 
-is called by the planters nr 

While in my walks l' became en 


with the environs of my camp; I alſbd ende- 


voured to diſtinguiſn che plants and flowers 
Which grew/ there in abundance. No'where, 
during the whole eoutſe o my life hive [fee 
anyſo / ſuperb, from varlety and brillaney of 
eolour / or ſcꝰ durious for ſingularity of form. 
At every Repitiew ones preſeiicedYHemlelvesto | 
my view and IL .nvfvoluarifily” ſtopped to ad- 

mire their beauties! [HoWwmany" did? ſee, 
Which; were they tranſplanted into the richeſt 


gardensof Kurbpe, would: Conſtitute their chief 


orgament ! And how oſtet did I regret, that'l 
vas not à fkilful botanift I Who knows, ſald 1 


manufactures thoſe beatitiful aid unfading dyes, 
"Which we have hitherto deemed the exchifive 

Property ef India? Who knows" Whether it 
might) not diſedver new femedlies for ſome ef 
.thoſe diſeaſes, Which are dee med incurable, be- 
cnuſe our pharmacy rp iro Mats for their 
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WMorüfed at y ow ignorance, Zunhlich * 


Juowed me nothing more than à vague admi- 


de called preſerving! 4 plant, to ſpoib its ſhape 


- of adried anion}, In: fine, can we know. their 
- | Bafureby: uch ng 6m n Ma: Wen 


ration tending to no end, I. wes obliged to con- 
tent myſelf, as 1 have already ſaid, with dra 
Ing ſuch flowers as appeared to me the moſt 
Carce and beautiful. Of ſuch ag were ripe I 
Taollecded the ſeeds; and I attempted to dry ſe- 


x+7al plants and preſerve them ia paper, aſter 


the manner of botaniſts. The laſt proceſs was 


the [leaſt employed by me. Beſide that it is 


impracticable with the oily plante, 1 was ſoon 
_ weary of the many tedious, minute, and uſe- 


leſs qanes, it reguired. 11 ſay uſeleſs: far can it 


in every part hy exuſhing it flat; hetween two 1 


 Jeaves of paper g Is it poſſeſſing a flower, to 
egther it of a purple hue in Afxica, and bring 


it to Europe of the glour of ſnuff ar the pen 


Wes? 1 83 31 44. _ by 91 1 a ef , 177 3 T7 AT 


+: Sigee: fathion has ſo 3 mukiplied-thafs 1 


0 pd flowers wich which the dreſs of wo- 


men ĩs adorned, the makers of them have begun 
do employ. their JFill in the ſervices ef botany, 
and TE W in this way — 9 
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3 — the maſk celebrited. | 
artiſt of the kind in Paris. It was in a houſe | 
e metropolis of France that I ſaw, for the 
time, ſome of theſe artificial plants, the 


flowers fruits, ſtalks, leaves; und even root of 


more. effe&ually, nioſt of theſe) plans, wers 
placed in poti filled with ſand or dry mould. 


of the gruver, nor the dead appearance of the 
hors ſicetis: all is life; the plant ſeems to vo- 


getate; and at one glance you take in the 5 
Whole, and the various parts of which it is 
compoſed. In this ſtate, I have ſeen at Paris 


1 


African plants which I could not recogniſe in 
| herbals, but Which I inſtantly knew in this col 


fur this method may contribute to the advance- 


ment” of his extenſive ſcience. No doubt it 
would be impoſſible for him to preſetve every 
known plant in this manner in his cabinet, 
however pacious it might be: but could he 
. | 


5 I * 


1 * * , 
« Y 3% | \ 


which were, executed with aſtoniſhing fidelity, 
and of their natural ſine. To deceive the eye 


Never was nature more perfectly imitated by 
art here we have neither the glaring falſehood _ 


lection. The botaniſt indeed muſt decide how 
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| Sinne foteQtion .of the moſt. curious 3 
5 | CRC d ian) i ba gil: Av ll. 6 
Tru eleventh of September I e 
WE: 1 hoping chat: Pinas would have, 
ll  vanced-ſo-fas before-me; that I) ſhould not Sa, 
pierience the misfortune uf falliug in with bim 
2 again. Already the heat began to bei ſenſible; 
the ſky was covered with reh we frequently 
? heard loud elaps: of ;thundex; in hot, every 
ming anngunced the opproach.of heavy ſtorms; 
|  yet.nota ſingle drop of | water fell. Ehib'ex+ 
1 treme drught rendered me, very, uneaty: N 
. apprehend, ye that I ſhquld every} where 
- . find the rivers dried, BP, and had no;hope hut 
flom the: vatural bafins,and reſervoirs to which 
"Bus might guide my ſieps. al... Dologmor 
After two hours j journexing, we cameto.one : 
| formed. by a vaſt flat ek. My dogs had 
(ſccented it, but it was poiſoned with euphaorbia;- . 
: and I even found at a little diſtance che Alices 
| of the plant that had been uſed, and which 
were now grown dry. On my arrival at ied 
found my pack bathing themſelves; agduπ 
of the dogs had alſo drank of the water, and 
were Ving on the Wan, of r wee 1 .. 
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e I made cthoſe chat were 


bathing quit the water, of which they had cer 


at all diſordered; and I forced down the throat 


yy of the other two. ſeveral doſes of ſpetmaceti 5 | 
oil, Which made them vomit, and ſaved their 


lives. They felt the effects of the poiſon, 
however, for more than a fortnight: their: legs 
were 16:\aft, that they could not hend a ſingle 
Joint: during the whole of this time We were 


obliged to leave theme in the waggons, and 
they would take no food except milk. It was 


fortunate for us, that their eagerneſs to drink 


| had warned us of the danger. But for this, 
perhaps, my, Tlottentots would have watered, 
the cattle at the rſervoir without ſuſpicion, 

and poſſihly even ſome of themſelves, would. 


| have been poiſoned in quenching their thirſt. - 


However great may he the proportion of 


es thrown into a pond of water, I am 


7 perſuaded, that, i it never diffuſes itſelf through 
the whole maſs. 1 is my opinion, that the 


poiſoy i is a renous;; juice, which, being. from. 
its nature incapable, of combining with water, 
fins on che ſurface, and there forms chat 
"We * oil, Which n TY litdle at- 


at | "La: . tention 
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une vat) fwrallowed{ any, ſince they were not 
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g Sog tay be dikertce 4 ae eee 
when the ſurface is ſmooth, -- E tried the qua- 


ties of this oil on myſelf, taking with afiraw, 
from the ſuffice of the baſin, a flagle drop, 


Wien 1 put Upon my tongue; and it gave me 


that kind ef burning pain which à cauftic o 
_ cafions; I then took up ſome water from the 
reſervoir in the hollow of my hand, and blow- 
ing off the oily Duid which ſwam on the fur- 
_ ſhe, I dipped the end bf my tongus iato the 
remainder, but could not perceive in it the 
75 een tälte diſſereſit en e ene 
5 felf. © 12 go: 291 1 W376: : 
Bold, borer, as” my Eiperle 0 was, * ” 
ditd not carry my temerity fo far as to Wal- 
| low any of this water: but Loffered it to Kees, 
cke acuteneſs ef whoſe finell could have in- 
formed me with certiinty if there were any 


. danger. '" He ſnufſed at ir, and immediütely 


left it. This triek net completely ſatisfying 
we, and defirous, if poſſible, to deceive the ex< 
 quilitefineV of my ape, I ſqueezed ſome juice 
| A euphorbia. into ome milk, and gave it Him 

w drink. He would have been caught this 
time; for he abt'6nly taſted the milk'withour 


expreſſing the leaft "Ciſgult,'but * 
' A 11 Eos f 1 


wigs ase the whole, if L had nat Pee 
vented . 
He was, however, not in the leaſt injured | 
by this experiment : but it muſt be confeſſed 
the doſe was trifling, for I was unwilling to 
_ riſk the life of an animal ſo uſeful ro me. Per- 
| haps, too, milk is an antidote'to euphorbia, 
and Kees ſwallowed the remedy with the 
f poiſon. If this fact was eftabliſhed, it would 


be an important diſcovery, I would. gladly - | 


have confirmed it, by giving an animal a ſufs 
ficient quantity firſt of the juice of euphorbia, 
and afterwards of milk: bit in thoſe- deſerts, 


and purpoſing to take ſo long a journey, T - 


had not a ſingle beaſt with me that I could 


trial to a future period; and with this view I 
filled a bottle with euphorbia juice, Wee | 
N i for. a more fayourable opportunity, 


The general opinion of the . 2s to 
a juice is, that it occaſions death by coagu- 


* 


lating the blood, and that conſequently it is a | 


poiſon of the ſtupefactive and narebtie kind 
This J greatly doubt, from the violent . 


 vulfions which my dogs began to experienee 
1 after having drank of the water of the baſin. 


Bo 8. delle 
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ſpare. I was obliged, therefore, to defet my 
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Beſides, for the planters to be right in -theis 
conjecture, this vegetable muſt change its na- 
ture with the ſoil and climate; ſince, being in 
that caſe a narcotic in Africa, it is conſidered 


if © the fame time as a hydragogue i in Europe. 


I had too much reaſon to dread the neigh- 
beuthood of a poiſoned water to remain long 
at this place. Notwithſlanding the extraor- 


dinary vigilance I required of my people, ſome 


of my beaſts might go to it to drink. I deemed 
2 prudent, therefore, to depatt as ſpeedily s 
- and 1 continued my journey. K 
We were in the country of the leſs Nimi- 
quas. To leagues beyond the reſervoir we 


perceived a few of thoſe people keeping their 
herds; but, alarmed at the ſight of 45 caravan, 
they betook themſelves to flight. I ſpurred 
my horſe on towards them, to remove their 
fears, and get from them ſome information; 


for, having an unknown country to traverſe, I 


could obtain affiſtance and information an 


from the hordes by which it was inhabited. 
TT told me, that a league farther on was a 
horde of their nation, among which dwelt a 
white woman, whoſe cattle they were keep - 


We 


> * 


es 
, 
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gl Une 8 the place eventioacd,; and 
found, in fact, | a kraal compoſed of about 
twenty huts. The white woman was ſtand- 
ö ing before the: door of herb. She had a gar 
ment on of tanned hides like the Namiquas, 
but ſhe did not wear like them either tlie kroſs 85 
or the ſmall apron. Pinar, as he paſſeil by, 
had informed her of my journey, and L was ac 
cordingly received as a perſon whoſe arrival 
was expected. Having entered her hut, Which 
was neither larger nor more ornamented than 
the reſt, ſhe informed me, that her huſband 
had lived wic this horde, of which he became 
the chief, and that ſhie, at his death having in- 
herited his authority, continued to live with 
it ſtill. Indeed, from the tone in which ſhe 


iſſued her commands, I ſoon found that ſhe i 


Was miſtreſs there. Her children alſo were 
clothed like herſelf in nothing but ſkins; and 
but for their long hair, ſo embrowned were 
their complexions by the ſun, that I; ſhould 


have taken them for natives of the country; 


and the deception would haue been the more 


eaſy, from ! ſpeaking no . but the $3 


; Nimiquazz - ltr {arena Wc 
Ol my a Klaas Baller ung the 
180 t To 8 L 4 c - TAs only 


from the Hottentot language, which I already 
knew, it had the ſame three _clappings,. and 
ite appeared to me to be conſtrued on tlie ſame | 


| 8 · angehereigrdbſd 
I had divers aſſortments of -ſmall: glaſsware, 
and they were deſirous of obtaining ſome for 


- eee eee | 


was that of his infancy. - Though different 


general principles : only I remarked, that the 


Nimiquas more frequenily employed thoſe 
hoarſe ſounds, which, iſſuing haſtily from the 


throat, divide their words, and render them 
for a time ee ta to 150 ears of by lan- 


; ger- 73 55 


* Thechildren had 1 wid, . tis 


_ the purpoſe of ornamenting their dreſs after 
the Hottentot faſhion... They could expreſs . 


their wiſhes only by means of Klaas Baſter, 


and they requeſted him to . with me 
to comply 


in their behalf. IL was very 
with their deſires, and even accompanied my 
preſent with a few Nimiqua words, which 


Baſter taught me, and en 1 muſes: bs 


ae E 
Whenever I 0 to 8 to 00 Nis 
Miquas in their: own language, they heard ine 


4 


ot wih eee 
to underſtand me, and when they had gueſſed 
my meaning. not only ſeemed to feel pleaſur am 
from the -circumſtance, but, taking up my 
thoughts, were at the pains to inſtruct me Wee 
I ought to have ſaid. From this benevolence 
of diſpoſition, and readineſs to oblige, I go 
not but be ſurpriſed to find oppoſite inelinatios 
in the children of the chief.” But they were 
_ really children; and thence I concluded, that 
their laugh reſulted from that little malicious *' 
neſs which is common to their ages and this T7 dþ 
I am ſtill inclined to believe, for I have never 
ſeen a Nimiqua laugh, in ſimilar cireum- 
ſtances, at my awkward ne of mou 
[0 ing myſelf. {> 
eee to Pn Gas 5 
4 and guſtoms af this horde of jeſs Nimiquns, as - 
they differed. very little from thoſe. of the 
_. neighbouring hordes, of which I ſhall ſoon 
have occalion to ſpeak. In their dreſs they Te 
much reſembled the Hottentots:on the eaſtern 
coaſt, the variations being too flight-to merit 
notice. An intelligent traveller, who has many 
ſimilar people to deſcribe, muſt exhibit them 
Wy if de ates work in- 
| _ _"_ 
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N r 
terelting to the reader; and pertſeulariſe only 
uch as are diſtinguiſhed'/by gteater powers of 
Invention; or progfeſs itt arts, and thence poſ- 
ſeſs 4 certain degree of ſuperiority.” 4 ſhall 
only"obſerve, that the leſs Nimiquas in gene- 
ral are more ſtoutly made, and not ſo thin- 
viſaged as the rere . e nen | 

| N FFF 
The widow had: ſent to 'my camp cont N 

op che milk of her herds, and in imitation of 
her example all the women of the horde 
brought ſome of theirs alſo. This voluntary 
tribute was continued during my ſtay at the 
| kraal: It recalled to my remembrance thoſe | 
pleaſing days of my firſt journey, when the 

| young Narina brought me every morning milk 
3 drawn from her goats with her own hands. 
But how great Was the difference]! Iaſtead of 
__ thoſe: pretty clean baſkets in which the charm- 
ing Gonaqua offered me her preſent, I here ſaw 
IF; | nothing but wooden bowls, clumfily-made, - 
* and with a rancid and buttery coat round” the 
Wl - edge, at once diſguſting to the eye and the noſe. 
M IÄ Hottentots, little nice in matters of cleans. 
W- Hineh, were very well ſatisfied with the preſent. 
=: n Ni 3 but I, oonceiving an invin- 
I | | 5 Ln 
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What my people left unconſumed of their. 
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Ute Aſtate for i it, contented: myſclf with the 


milk of my own dairy, and gave to my m_ 


be evening of my arriyal there was a ball + 


| far 1 it muſt be | obſerved, that among the Pleas 3 
| ſures which the hoſpitality of ſavages endes. 


vours to procure for ſtrangers, dancing holds 
che foremoſt rank. This noiſy feſtivity, had 


| It been the firſt time of my witneſſing it, might 
have afforded me amuſement: but I had ſo 


often heard their 7 Ba, ho bo, that the in- "wy 


tereſt was vaniſhed. - My attention was en- 
cited, however, by one of the muſicians, who : 
played on the flute in a manner I did not com- 
prehend, and which awakened my curioſity;. 


Having put the inſtrument to his mouth, he 


drew from it very loud tones: then, ſuddenly 2 


breaking off, he repeated the laſt notes of his 


muſie ſo as to produce an exact imitation of 


an echo. This variation on a ſtringed ĩnſtru- ; 
ment would not have ſurpriſed me, but on a 


wind inftrument it was by no means ſo eaſy, 
1 was defirous of knowing the method he em- 


ployed, and, upon his explaining it to me, 1 


found it to be extremely ſimple; it conſiſted 
2 _ 25 Hute: from his: mouth to one k 


hie 


: |: ru pr kd from this. Wola, Wan a ſort of 
PT ſnuffling, which deadened the (ound, the effe@ 


af an echo was ſo perfectly imitated, that it 
was ue ene en the” 2 


* 
* % 
* 
x 


„ e in 
: the eee reed Dae I could con- 
verſe with no one elſe. I thall never forget, 
that when ſhe was one day vehemently: extol- 
ling the excellence of the country the inha- 
bated, ſhe aſſerted, by way of convincing me 
of ite ſuperiority, that ſhe had never ſeen 4 
flea in it. According to her, this was a fin- 
| gular kindneſs of nature, and à peculiarity f 
_ - the climate; but this ame nature, whoſe pre- 
| tended affection had protected it from fleas, 


7 Had pt the ſame time not exempted it from 


another paraſitical animal, in my opinion far 
more troubleſome and diſguſting, with which 
the poor RP INIT. as 0 as ber fab: 
jeg 

Another . Kill greats: 3 
| which diſtinguiſhed this happy ſpot, was the 
millions of flies and gnats, which formed ſuch - 


655 vow” e kraal was wo and the 


buy. 


EP, 


. Arn 4 . 


huts filled: with hom. Even my dtents and 


waggons wert ſo cbyded With them, that K 0 
was obliged. to ſleep eyery Bight, while * re- 


0 there, in the Open air. MF i 


82417 


Though this country, -the excellence. of - 


7 which was,, ſo much vaunted to me, was bar- 


| way produced the moſt handfome and vigo- 


rous breeds of domeſti animals that I have 
* any Ra aa ih I purchaſed; ferent 


goats, each of which gave me daily as much 
milk as the beſt of my cows ;/,and they coſt 
me only a few Knives, ang. ſteels . ſtriking 
fire. Nan! . 772 A1 L194 . kr 1 0d 


The oxen equally. exceed in a thoſe 
in the eaſtern colonies, but, from the modes 


of bringing them up, hey are divided intg 
three claſſes, beaſts of hurden or draught, ſad 


5 dle-oxen;/and: war- en. Of the formex.two 
I ſhall fay nothing, as they are-known among 


the other ſavage tribes, and even in the c 
as L have already faid, where they are broken 

in after the ſame manner ; obſerving only, that 

the Nimiqua ſaddle-oxen are much ſuperior to 

the horſe in ſupporting fatigue, and excelled b 
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 * this horde I faw them for thEfir eine; which 
| proves how much Kolben was miſtaken; when 
| ke aſſerts, that they are led in alf th Hottens 
tot Nations. Their naue is dertvell from che 


8 abe Hoch (with Qing as kd on their 
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Suren ſelected for this purpoſe are thöſe de 7 
Rave the Teaft bodies'and largeſt legs. 


As to the Wär-exe (Babel Lit! Fs in 


purpofe for which they are employed. They 


Aal in battle; and choſe in particular are 
choſen which are moſtꝭ fierce and wngovern- 
Able. Being driven oh againſt' the enemy, 
- they become furious the Nut of the adverſe 


hoſt, ruſh on the men, trample them under 


 their'foet; gore: them with their horns, and 
purſue chem in their flight till they have de- 


prived thermbof fe,” Tuey are alſq employed ; 
in defence of flocks) dud therds.,: Naturally: 


courageous, they are not only capable of re- 
pelling wild beafts,” büt they even venture to 
attack them g and a hyrna, however hungry, 
will never comè near à flock guarded-byf tro 
or threc of cheſe formidable animals 4 num 
der of which eee eee 


5 5 lion. * 1311 1 12 110 FIC] {44 1,5 As 1 
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ſize: They" have not, however, "that! ener i 
mos fat thi, by vrhich thoſecof the Cape and 


| Kesplatigeigis' are diſtinguiſhed, "My Hot 
| tentots,” &btifiomed, according to the taſie ot 
their ation; to *<ſteem” no meat unleſs Vtry 


fat, expreſſed” a kind of averſtön to mu 


with a eats,” ſlender ſwitch of 4 tn angin 
| dow to the * gtoufd. The! Theep which'the 


Bitch"colotiy no poffalſes came from Eu? 
rope, "AFP it had vio http; And Undoubt- 
ey. ice nien wels wünſported wicher 


were Without large tails for tlus fingutarity is 
itiknown Ti Europe, fee talk Hherefbrs 


muſt have been acquired in Africa, fromm ti 


Gänge r fbod, foil, and climate, and thus was 


formed the variety now” ſeen” there, THA 
ſtill one left, which 1 had purchaſe on the 


road; and ſeveral of the Nimiquas; 'who Had 


Nee ſecti any thing RNke it} could not Leafs 


| From admiititig hr Te we wide it üs 
n Svelty ; fer ſhe aſſured me; that all her Huf. 


Band broügkt with him, when he removed 


—_ 


" nitothat' cou from Roye-Sand, his: native 
place, were of the ſame kind 4s mine: Hut 


this” n in dme dilappeared, aul af the 


bn, third 
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thoſe Liaw. The fleece, of. theſe thtep 
not curled and ſoſt ta the touch i on the con-. 


reaſon why they no longer 


third generation their tails became ſander like 


Kay. 


trary; it conſiſted of long flat hairs. harſh and, 


mining, and altogether unfit far ſpinning. 


Before I left the horde, I returned the obli-. ; 


| ben. I was under to thoſe who compoſed i it, 

f dantly applied, by a few preſents... The chic 

mequeſted-of me. a linie poder and; ſhot, her. 
| Rock of which was completely. exhauſted ; ſo 
chat, being ſurrounded. by Boſhmen, ſhe was 
afraid of being attacked. by. them by, night, 


3 


h 1 had been ſo abun- 
N 


eſpecially if they ſhould ſuſpect this to be the 


of any guns from the kraal. When Pinar 


viſited the horde, ſhe had imparted 30 him her 
fears, and begged of him a ſuppiy: but he 
-radely,;xefuſed her, ſaying that ſhould ſoon, - 
"pals that, way, and. being well. ſtocked, could 
furniſh her with yhatever ſhe wanted. 
Had no matives off gratitudg prompted m 
o oblige this woman, I ſhould; haxe done it 

LY from mere pity. The:ſole perſon of her « . 


| om aa ds kd dane al. 1 — 
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beard the, report, j 
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basdtel ef men he mnſt have poſſeſſed great 
courage and intrepidity to remain in ſuch an 
alarming ſithstion. Few perſons would have 
diſplayed equal fortitude in ſimilar citeum- 
Rances:; bit ſhe was one of thoſe warlike he- 
| roines, of whom I have ſpoken, in my former 

journey. She rode well, boldly: fired at the 
 Boſhmen if any made their appearance, and 
hunted lions as women in Europe hunt hares. 
We gave her a few pounds of powder, with a due 
proportion of ball, which, were a valuable pre · 
dent to her, of which ſhe SRO» IO wy 
no bad uſe. 


Colonel Gordon had more 8 rh men- | 


tionedto me at the Cape, a ſailor of the na me 
of Schoenmaker, who, having deſerted from 
the Company's ſervice, had retired into the 
deſert, and lived among the Nimiquas. This 


flugitive was à very honeſt man, according to 


the report af Gordon, who-had met with him 
ia bis travels j and the Colonel, thinking be 


might have it in his power to be of ſervice to 
me, had remitted me a letter for him, at the 


1 ſame time that he ſent me one for Klaag Baſter. 
I had ao urgent occaſion for ſeeing. Sehoen- 
malt at dhis time 3 but a Golagels dare 
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might afford Mich. Pleaſüre id his ſolitude; 40 
Itthoughit I ſneuld oblige him by conveying 
tit to him. It was an act of pure ciyility on 
3... "0 part; yet was it eventually productive of 
conſiderable happineſs to myſelf; and 3 4 
me ſervices I was far from expecting. 
Suppoſing that Schoetimaker muſt be known 
to the widow, Lenquired aſter him. Sbe told 
me, chat he Nyved at prefent twelve leagues from 


fx the horde, and offered ſome of her people to 


conduct me thither.' © This offer 1 accepted 
the more readily, becauſe, in my way to this 
wandering ſailor, I ſhould have to paſs another 
Horde, Which was a ſeparation from that of 
which the widow was the chief, and her re- 
* commendation would be fure o ee me a 3 
Food reception. FP 

arrived at it after five doi weiin 5 and 

no doubt information of my viſit had been ſent 

"hither before me, ſince at my approach the 
chief came to meet me with ſome of his peo- 
ple, to welcome me and expreſs the ſatil- 
flackion it gave Him. Incapable of underſtand- 
9 eee or making him any anſwer, 
I returned his compliments, without the aſſiſt- 
: "ate of n in a very ſimple and 
Nein „ intelligible 


* ? 0 k 7 a 4 ey 


lowelligible Ol A bim a tay of 
| tobacco, and a little hard ware, among which 
Were Two excellent knives. My preſent ap- 
peared; ten ird him much pleaſure; and, to 
ew how:ſenſible he was of the fervice IL had 
dune him, he took gut of a ſmall leathern bag, 
which, hung from his arm, a bad knife, quite 
worn out, which he ſhewed ! me, ſhrugging up 
his ſhoulders at the ſame time; in ordet to make 
mae underſtand how uſeleſs it was hecome. 
may be gratified. A ſimple knife, a bit of 
tobacco, a glaſs of brandy, have more effect 
on a Whole horde, than the entrance of an 
embaſſador even from the grand Turk, and 
the profuſion of thoſe by whom he is ſent. 
So trus it is, that the ſtate of nature is to that 
of ſociety, as health to diſeaſe; and while the 
invention muſt be racked to find amuſement 
in the latter, in the former very little i full 
-— cient to give ſatisfaction. eh 5 
Our chief was accompanied by an elder 2 
$a, ; who, like him, had been chief of a horde, 
but, tired probably of ſuch high honour, had 
ahdicated his dignity. ke a pailoſopher, and 
| _  eqme hitherto live in retirement and contempt 
"IN DE Fi m_ . * 


from me a mark W e eee 4 


ſome extraordinary feat, how ſuperior a whit 


1 and ax - 


3 hate ms zeſty ivw iſd bebe 


el knife and a little tobacco.” -: Fees! Bus 85 228 
The moment the chief received. my preſent, 


ke. Was eager to'ſhare ĩt withihis brother; and 
each with admirable generoſity immediately 
employed his knife to divide the piece o to- 
bacco, and diſtribute ĩt among thoſe een 

- they were: accompanied. rats gr binnths . 

It was e eee . „ 


brothers to he beforchand with me in i preſent, . 
as no doubt they had previouſly given orders 


for this purpoſe... At leaſt, thotgl we were 
five hundred paces from tlie horde two fat 
ſheep Apa which. oy rechne me to 
Om S eich ten fo. aii e 


Ehe Fi 1 of rendering vba If re. 5 
ſpedded by ſavages is to convince them, by 


man is to the natives of their on obuntry. 


I had a double-barrelled piſtol; I; fised M 
0 through the head of each of a 
_ killed them both. My Nimiquas Were ad- 8 | 
- quainted with the report of fire · arms: thex 
had ſeen fuſees in the hands of aer the 
"Hm * a n. 
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ir they cd not comprehend Abe an in- 
mttument ſo ſmall could be as wall, that 
Was their expreſſion, as a great one. My cock 
and hen had equally: (excited their furpriſe. 
They admired the fainiliarity of thoſe animals, 
vrhichg as uſual, came wandering round me. 
They were aſtoniſhed to ſee them às tame as 
an ox; but they could not conceive the bene. 


ney. Klaas Baſter was my interpreter in this 
1/2 eee I are rm me much 
er rege 5 

We err 9 to d kewl, ieh nn 
wy about ſive· and twenty hots, and of eourſe 


Was not very populous. In the evening, when 
the cattle returned from paſture, the women 


brought me milk; and the quantity was ſo 
great, that more than half of it was waſted; 


. even my dogs could not. drink it. Kees too, ö 


after having run from bowl to bowl to ſatiate 
His 8 appetite, Was er 875 to pre * 
Uke them. 5 | er 5 

After theke preliminaries the lai commens . 
cel. and, to do me the more *bonour, it it was, 
—— near my tent. It was not poſſible . 
Ka me to get a moment's fleep ;- but, as to 
12 5 Mu Sy my 
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my people, hey were intoxicated whis joy. 


This always happened in ſimilar halts. Be- 


ſides pleaſure and good cher, they were ex- 
cuſed from work. At length, when day broke, 


they retired to ſleep; while 1 though fatiguel 
with the ſight and noiſe of the vrowd, took my 


fuſee, and went to TR the: qt with: — | 
Tags Hr via e To 
The place did not e me much FRY Y 
4 perceived only a few dwarf trees thinly ſcat» 
"tered over the diſtant mountains, and nothing | 
but oily plants, without a ſingle tree on the 
plain. I ſaw ſeveral vultures, which appeared 
to me of a different ſpecies from thoſe with 
which I was already acquainted; but they 
were ſo high that I could not ſhoot any of 
them. I alſo found ſeveral flocks of oſtriches, 
but they did not allow me to come near them. 
The rocks wers covered with crows, and the 
plain with larks; but J ſaw not a ſingle ſcarbe 
bird to fire at, and killed only: one animal worth : 
notice in my whole day's excurſion. This 
was a hare, of the ſame ſpecies with thoſe I 
Had formerly ſeen at Katow, and known there 
by the name of roode-gat-haas (the hare with 


| "oP red adus), His ears are not ſo long astholl 


, "or © 
7 N 
k 
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of che common hare, and the hind 1 alſp * 
are proportionably ſhorter. - The colour is in 
general carroty ; and on the belly white, like 
the European hare. I believe, no naturaliſt has 
mentioned this animal, which I conſider as a 
ſpecies, not a variety: and what confirms me 
in this opinion is, that in the ſame country 
there are other hares exactly reſembling thoſe 
of Europe, except that they are ſmaller. The 
Hottentots; who have in general an averſion 
10 hare's fleſh, would not taſte this, though 
they ſaw me eat it with pleaſure; for in fact 
it was excellent, and more delicately nn 
than the common harre. 
The country afforded. one -animal which 7 
N 1 wag very deſirous of procuring ; but I ſought 
it in vain. Several men of the horde wore its 
ſkin for a kroſs, or cloak; but, as the head N 
and feet were cut off, 1 was unable to diſcover _ 
to what ſpecies It belonged, or what. were its 
characters. The greyiſh blue colour of the 
fur, and che length of the hair on the ſpine of 
the back, ſufficiently. recalled. to my-mind the 
ſame parts in the hyzna deſcribed by Buffon, 
which 1, had an opportunity of ſeeing ſeveral 
times in Europe; but the ſmallneſs of the ſize 
„„ ORD Sons un * 5 5 Sib on 
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9 * 


| gig not agree with that naturalif's deferipitvity | 
and I conceiveit to have been a ſpecies of arctic 
fox (lar). The ſavages aſſured me, that 
tue animal burrows in the earth, and there 
brings up its young. The fur is Toft. and W 
tiful, and I purchaſed ſeveral pieces of it. 
When I departed; the chief ſent ſome of his 
5 men to accompany me to Schoenmaker” s. On 
my arrival, I found a little man in a e, 
and the dreſs of a Dutch ſailor. He was ſur- 
rounded by a number of charming little girls, 
entirely naked, the oldeſt of whom was not 
nine years of age. Nothing could be more 
engaging than the ſight of this family. The 
natural graces of theſe children, heir live- 
. endearments, their pleaſing features, and 
| even their very nakednelſs, preſented - to my 
mind the image of a brood of young Loves. 
Their unfortunate protector had deſerted twelve 
years ago, and the fear of being dragged from 
his retreat had condemned him to perpetual 
anxiety. Ever alone, ever impelled to ſhlun 
the ſociety of his fellows, he led a en 
x tis dared not return to the colon 
In ſuch a ſituation my preſence enen 
dan alarm him. 945 aul that followed me, 


To VA FRTCOA "up 
the! company Wecken L. Was: anendede: _ 
neseſſarily eee eee, to a man 
Who was continually apprehenſiye of being be- 
trayed, purſued, and arreſted. Fear was de- 
picted on his countenanee; even his children, | 

_ frightened. at my Wen ed. ad: diſap- 
peared, BY 25 3 en Sp 39) +> 
My eee the — 
which I had been the innocent cauſe. To 
put an end to them as ſpeedily as poſſible, I 
told the fugitive that I came to deliver into 
his hands a letter from Colonel Gordon, of 
Gordon, joy ſparkled in his before appalled 
countenance: he beheld me as a friend; and ; 
was eager to teſtify it by offering me his hand. 
The little ſwarm then quickly drew near, and 
| ' contended! who ſhould: moſt load him with 
careſſes. For my part, envious ratbet of the 
happineſs he muſt enjoy in ſuch a ſituation 
than ſtruck with his apprehenſions, Lalready 
began to promiſe myſelf the ſatisfaQtion of 
completely quieting his mind, andi obtaining 
for him every aſſurance of being permitted to 
fſemain undiſtutbed. But; thungh no life cu 


* 


11 "A ply FAY . led; 
' the fear which contihually haunted him en- 
cepted, and no ſtate of freedom more com- 
plete; it is clear, from the ſtep he afterwards 
took, that little was wanting to draw him from 
it, and induce him again to involve himſelf in 
the troubles of ſocial life. For, on my return 
to the Cape, having obtained his pardon, he 
Vas tio ſooner informed of it; than he returned 
with all his children, abandoning his huts, his | 
wives, the ſports of the field; and that entire 
Uberty of action, for which l —_—— bags: ; 
tered the richeſt empires by wholeſale. 3 
Being unable to read the Colonel's W . 
deſired me to read it to him: which when I 
had done, he offered me every ſervice in his 
power. Without informing me of his: inten- 
tion, he ordered an ox and a few ſheep! to- 
be killed and diſtributed among my people. 
5 His wives, who were all Hottentots, and had 
hid themſelves at my approach, made their 
appearance dne after another, and I gave them 
a few trifles as well as their children. I ſay his 
, wives, for he had many; and in this reſpect he 
made a free uſe of the independence ariſing 
; ""_ his mode of ac Indeed his horde con- 
5 . . 


1 
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or eight Hottemtots in his ſervice. To the 


the name of the Seraglio. I aſterwards met 
they were villains, of whom I 2 en | 
N that my'draught-oxen gradually waſted away; 


5 ee oy plants ns a few ſhrubs; 


agree with them. This Schoenmaker obſerved 


on oxen as far as the Great River. Such an | 


5 of courſe it was not refuſed, and I employed | 


| "0 wo. babe e * een 
* 1 Ry 1 £ | I, | This 


f Kio wives his children, a ſeven 


place where this horde was encamped, I gave | 


1 4 


with three ſimilar hordes on my journey, bunt 
their ſaltans little reſembled Schoenmaker.; 


wow occaſion to ſpeak. - ef eg 
Since my departure ae ps I obſerved. 


though I had been careful not to work them 
hard, On they hs "Ry begun to draw me 


and this kind of diet, to which they were not 
accuſtomed like the Nimiqua cattle, did not 


alſo, and adviſed me to quit the country as 
« ſpeedily as poſſible; offering at the ſame time, 

if 1 would allow him two days to make the 
neceſſary preparations, to draw me with his 


offer could not be otherwiſe than acceptable Pp 


: «+ — * 
Lo * : 


bad Juſt left. It was deſtitute; of ene 5 
and I found nothing to add to my collection 
but a new ſpecies of ſtarling. I no Where 

ſaw any of the large kinds of game; the 
ſoartity of which Schoenmaker attributed to 
wma lions und tigers; which he ſaid were ſo 
numerous as to drive them away; but I was. 


| 

1 

N 

| 

' 

| 
| 
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1 


inclinell leſs to-accuſe- the beaſts e than 


hain of food and water. 


However, be the ade bs 


a at this failure of game. I had 
vnly been four months on my joutney; yet . 
| had already conſumed, for the fupport of my 
people, more ſheep and onen thun duting the 


whole ſixteen months of my former. journey, 
On one hand, the delays J had experienced 


had gonſiderably diminiſhed my ſtores: on the 
other, ſeveral of my cattle had died on the 
vad, from accident, fatigue, and thirſt. But 
Vat gave me moſt chagrin was, that, after hav- 


ing purchaſed new teams, I found myſelf on 
"the pies v kuba eee 24 deere; 


- bthers. | 


2a Hopeleſs of Badge Sings exaitey: inmy 
mo . hag Or times embrace the 


deſign 5 
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| 3 towards the adi :I:was'a 
* Ittle acquainted with He ee ee 
and I flattered myſelf, that, between the chain 
of Camiꝭ and the country of che Tambouquis, 
Which borders on that of the Caffres, I ſhouöd 
perhaps be fortunate enough to diſcover ſome 

paſſage, which would allo me to penetrate into 

the eaſtern country.” I knew alſo, that thelofty 
mountains, which oceupy the centre of ſourh- 
ern Africa, give riſe to many rivers, ſome of 
which flow weſtward to the Atlantie ocean, 
while others, taking an oppoſite courſe, dit. 
embogue themſelves into the ſea on the eaſt. 
The latter I knew to be more numerous and 
ample than the former; and 1 hoped, that by 
El following their courſe, and the valleys through 
which they ran, I might eſcape from the exe 
cable country in which Hound Eng. | 
| Ses to top. | | 

One conſideration ants andes me. I Was 
almoſt within fight of the diſtrict of the giraffes. 
 Thele animals, ſo little known to naturakſts, 
and even to the inhabitants of the colony, had 
e eee den, e yen eee 
S ſity. One of the chief motives of my journey 
5 der and become acquainted N 


5 * i. 


\ 
* a ; WH them; * 0 
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8 -them'; and, as long a8 L lived) 1 ho never C 
9205 | have forgiven myſelf, if, hen an opporti | 
THER offered l had failed to embrace it. Later 
oy .. Beſides,/ the dreams of imagination inceſ- 

95 dantiy aſſaled me, and inſinuated, that beyond 
EN 7 the river I ſhould find a country more pleaſant, 
more fertile, and inore eaſy to traverſe; and I 
| buffered myſelf to he impoſed-on-by chimeras; 
which had no foundation but 800 extreme do: 
ore of meeting new a 
Klaas Baſter and . told me alſo 
A hundred tales, which ſtrengthened my cre- 
Aulity. To hearken to them, the Great River 
was never dry, its banks were covered; with 
lofty trees, and I ſhould there find every con- 
venience for a pleaſing encampment. The 
| ſpoke. to me of rare birds, as well as of hip- 
popotami, rhinoceroſes, Siraffes, and every 
kind of game, w hich abounded in this boaſted . 
place, and gave ws. an ardent delire of ede | 
Shores: nts 7 . 
ee ww een of this. canton „ 
ee; a great number of {mall vultures, of a 
pale yellow carnation colour; the ſame ſpecies 
as Buffon deſcribes. under the name of the 


Kron rulkuges!. The Niniquas call it uni- 
Fas OP. 


4 


— 


8 \ 


Schoenmaker, having completed his Wa 


dene and iſſued his orders before his de- 


parture, directed all his oxen to be yoked to 
_ "a waggons, and we ſet off without. delay, 
© after having left a few pounds of powder with 
his horde, to defend it againſt the Boſhmen, * 
they ſhould attack it in his abſence. Ip leſs 
than five hours we came in fight of a horde of 
che leſs Nimiquas: and, as my caravan might 
occaſion an alarm, Schoenmaker advanced be- 
fore us to inform them who we were. This 
was the largeſt horde I had yet met with, 
having not leſs than fifty or ſixty huts, ſepa- 
rated into three diviſions. At our approach, 
all the inhabitants aſſembled together. I had 
never before ſeen ſo many ſavages in a body; 


ſo that ĩt was a ſight to me ſomewhat ſtriking 
2 awful. Curioſity prompted them all to- 


advance. I was ſurrounded by them. Every 


one wanted to ſee and come near me. All 
poke at once ; 10 chat L heard nothing but 2 


. | 585 n 
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een de ulhbe crow), The inountains 
afforded me a fe charming plants, of which 1 

made drawings, and among others two beau · 


dciful lilies Wirk a ſingle corolla, one of à crim- 
ſon, the other of a lemon colbu . 
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breathed. 


5 iel , 


ace dy 4 bade riss W Which 


| prevailed over all the reſt, and Oceaſioned a 
general ſilence. It Was that of an old Hot- 
tentot named Kakoes, who paſſed for a witeh 
throughout the whole country. The company 


opened to make way for her, and ſhe advanced 


towards me, uttering the moſt frightful cries. 

Her howvling alarmed me. I was apprehenk 

five it announced the horror ſhe felt at my 

preſence, and that ſhe would excite the horde 

co fall upon me, by repreſenting me as à ſuſpi- 

cious perſon or an enemy. 
chought it? This bellowing was the expreſſion 

of her good-will. On coming up to me, the 

| Prefſed my checks roughly: with- both her 

bands, and embraced me in a ſimilar manner. 
TPlbeſe tokens of kindneſs) were ſucceeded by 

others," mingled with ſripping, jumping, and 


Who could bave 


antics of all kinds. Now the ſpoke to ine with 


"Incoriceivable fire and volubility then addreſſ- 


ing the company in words I did not un- 


derſtand, ſhe poirited to me witli her hand, 
3 rr "applied her fiſt W Romach, 5 


| IA NIS A T 15 1 

1 Klaas Baſter; was by i mne! 
* vain did I requeſt him to explain to ma 0 ; 
| What che pythoneſs faid., Scarcely had he bes 
gun to trinflate a ſingle ſentence, before ſhe 
had finiſhed ten more. At length expreſſing 
| herſelf more cleatly, with a geſture too ſiguiſi- 
ant fat me to miſapprehend, ſhe demanded of | 
me ſonic of the water of my country. This very 
intelligible language Lanſwered by a bumper 
of brandy, which I poured out into a large 
goblet, and ſhe took it off at a ſingle draught, 


On this ſhe began to play her pranks more 


violently than before: ſhe danced, ſung, 
laughed, and cried, all at once; every nor 
and then preſenting me her goblet to fill. This 75 
was repleniſhed ſo often, that at laſt, her tongue 
and limbs both failing her, it became neceſſary 
to carry the prieſteſs back to her temple. 
--Hitherto the ſorcereſs had appeared to me 


Ae as a bacchanalian, à perſon poſſeſſed, or 5 


rather a mad woman. I perceived nothing of 


chat craſt, that air of being inſpired, that af« _ 


' which: ſo; well ſuit her pretended art. Unable 
to gueſs the means by which ſhe had impreſſed 
on her 7 ſo high an idea of her ſupe- 

e II. „ morty, 


ſectation of profound ſcience, that quackery, 5 a 
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. riority;] 1 inquired. By jurhat acts ſhe had man- 
ſeſted her talents, and I diſcovered her repu· 
CEE] tation to be founded only on ignorance, pre- 
|  Judice, and ridiculous eredulity. The only 
proof of her power they cited was. that her g 
_ cattle. were never attacked by the lions or 
tigers: but it is to be obſerved, her cattle con- 
ſiſted of no more than ſix ſheep and three. 
cows; and as to thoſe belonging to the horde, 
though very numerous, they were ſeldom at- 
tacked, becauſe they had ſeveral war- oα to 
defend them, beſide their keepers. Thus the 
real ſorcerers were the dupes of the ſorcereſs, 
ſince an were the 1 e of. few 
- (beaſts. er 
The human race, 406 panigulacky- oh Tug 
"Fant part of it, are ſtruck with every thing extra- 
/ ordinary. I queſtion not but the great renowi 
of this female originated from her very follies, 
"which appeared to the ſavages to have ſome- 
thing in them ſupernaturalʒ and neither Schoen- 
maker nor Klaas Baſter, who had often before 
mentioned to me the famous Kakoes and her 
wondrous. feats, had the leaſt doubt of her 
being a great magician. But what moſt aſto- 
e me was, that * a woman __ have 
. . daken 


* 


98 
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we EE i imd Ber Neat to act tlie forcereſs ; =, - 


1 .Y nee the idea of gaining pre- eminence over 


others by means of tricks, ſippoſes an addreſs 
and cuntling ſuperior to the underſtanding of 
a ſavage, and a kind of calculation of eventz 
beyond what ſo unpractiſed a mind is capable 
of forming. But experience has demonſtrated _ 
tune poſſi ibility of weaker⸗ impoſing on more 
_ enlightened minds, and; ' arguing from tlie 
greater to the leſs, it is not altogether ſo ubſurd 
to believe a little in witchcraft. But, whatever 
opinion might be entertained:of my pythoneſe, 
it is certain, that the dread of her ſuppoſed 
power was of great utility, not only to her 
oven Horde, but alſo to the adjacent ones. The 8 
place ſhe inhabited appeared to the ſavages, | 
much more ſecure than any other: accordingly = 
himbets/colleed” round het, and this it was | 
. her horde to be ſo populous. 
The Boſhmen themſelves dreaded her. Theſe 
_ tobbets never attempted to plunder the terri- 
tory where ſhe took up her abode; and ſne 
had even acquired ſuch an aſcendancy over F 
them, that, if any one of their thefts came to 
her knowledge, the ſet off immediately, alone 
and . proceeded to their retreats in 
J 7 Ds Tab” the 
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the midſt of the woods, to e chem with 
her vengeance, and thus compel n to a 1. 
ſtitution of the ſlolen proper. 


The country of the leſs Nimiques extends 


8 in longitude from the mountains of Camis to 
the ſea on the weſt, and in latitude from Na- 
mero to the banks of the Great River. From 

the information I could collect reſpecting che 

number of inhabitants throughout the whole 
of this tract, 1 imagine I ſhall rate the popu- 


lation at the utmoſt, if 1 eſtimate it at fix _ 


p thouſand ſouls : but the Frequent. attacks of 

the Bothmen, and fill more the aridity of the 
© foil; annually diminiſh it; ſo. that, perhaps, at 
| ſome future day this race of people will be 
totally extinct, like ſo WA en of the ene 
of Africa. 


Ihe leſs W 3 of a eee 


8 are not ſo tall as the Caffres or Gona- 


quas. This circum ſtance led me to a-remark, 
_ which'ts. intereſting, and I believe new: the 
people on the eaſt of the ſouthern part of 

Africa, of which I am ſpeaking, are much ſa- 
perior to thoſe of the weſt both in moral and 


- phyſical wen vu the animals are 195 in 
ferior. FF 
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9 atlas Yah: ſaid} that the dels Nika. 
practiſe 'ciroumeiſion}-and deprive themſelves 


of one of the teſticles- I had with me the 
Dutch tranſlation of that author's work; and 1 | 


took care to inquire into the truth of his Allr | 
tions, as J viſited the different people on my 


road, My queſtions were frequently put eveit 
with the book in my hand; fo that I can af- 


firm with confidence, that the Nimiquas never 


1 prackiſe ſemi- caſtration, which is in uſe only 8 
among the Gheiſſequas, a Hoitentot nation 


ſituate more to the eaſt on the borders of the 
Great Rivet, of whom I ſhall ſoon ſpeak. © As 
to the act of circumciſion, which Kolben ſays 


is a religious ceremony among the eee | 
L aſſelt that they are unacquainted with it; as 
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they are with religion itſelf, unleſs the beer 1 


they have in the witchcraft of nen be e | 


 filered as religious faith. 


The women of the We, bad received V 0 


FHottentots with great kindtreſs. This inter- 
_ courſe had very pleaſing conſequences; and 


permitted my people to diſcover very ſingular 2 


charms. Some of them were indiſereet enougł 
to diſclofe the tender myſteries of love, and 
N ih me, that certain females ——_ 


Ba a N 3 had 
Fg 5 * 1 5 * 
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a TRAVELS IN 
; had that whimſical elongation, of which 1 og 
Eiven a plate and deſeription in my former 


5 travels. Klaas Baſter aſſured me I ſhould find 
the ſame Gogulapity in every Nimiqua horde, 


I was deſirous, of aſcertaining whether there 


Were any difference between the one in queſ- 
tion, and that which I ſaw. in another part of 
Africa: but, though I might eaſily have obs. 
tained much more, they refuſed to ſatisfy me in 
| this trifling point, Perſuaded, from the unani- 
mous declarations of all my people, that * 
ſhould really ſee nothing. new, I reſpected 
their modeſty, 881 ſuffered 1 curioſuy to 
reſt Jatisfied.” RNs 5 eg ode 


_ The TRAITS is not. Kutte its Kerility: 
frequently. obliges the inhabitants o nge 


their reſidence; ſo, that they are thę meſt 


wondering: people. in all this Paxt t f Africa. WT. 
2p At the Cape and 1 in the colony, this country, 5 
is ſuppoſed, to have gold mines, but without 
1 propf. Some day, perhaps, the Company * 
Vill attempt to aſcertain. the truth of it, br, 
ſeending thither able mineralogiſts. For my 
on part 1 muſt ſay, that I ng where. diſco- 
vered, among any of the hordes, the lee trace. 
3 n 8 


7 


from their groteſque ſhape and rude workman- 


mMip, evidently ſhowed that they were fabri- | 


cated: by the ſavages themſelves. Still more to 


convince me of it, theſe: toys had among them 


heterogeneous ſubſtances reſlecting various 
hues ( chatayant), which indicate the imper- 


fection eg ee e . of 
* Operator. . 


Theſe ornaments a are worn 1 the Nimiquas 


x in the ſame manner as by the other ſavages ; 


yet I obſerved among them ſome Whimſical 
g peculiarities. I have ſeen perſons with ſix 
a via dae the ſame ſhape in one ear, and 
none in the other: I have ſeen ſome with 

bracelets from the wriſt to the elbow on ne 
arm, While the other arm wWas bare; I have 


ſeen others with one fide of the face painted in 
compartments of various colours, while on the 
| other 604 hk ESRI and ee were 


* 
A - * . * * 
We 4 , 
* ” 


Are ng 
: 11 wan; ok the Nude with copper; Every 
| * Iſaw bracelers; necklaces, and ear- rings, 
of this metal. Some of theſe ornaments, it is 
true, were ſo well made and finely poliſhed, 
that they muſt have been manufactured in 
Europe, and the fruits of an intercourſe with 
the whites, But I ſaw. ſeveral. others; which, 
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Serene... In general ih obſerved" great- „ 
penſity to ornaments among the Jeſs Nimi- 
quas; for their kroſſes and all their) garmente 

were plentifully covered with glaſs and copper 
beads, ſtrung on threads, and faſtened nee ; 
part of their dreſs. They even wore them in 
| their hair, which was plaiſtered wich greaſe in 

the moſt diſguſting manner. Many had their 
- heads covered with a reddiſh incraſtation, eome 
poſed of greaſe and a powder reſembling brick- 
duſt, with which their hair was ſo'paſted'tos 

gether, that you would have fworn it to be a 
cap of red mortar. © Thoſe who hadd it in their 
power to diſplay this luxury of dreſb were as 
proud as are our fetits-maitres, when they can * 
ſhake's head loaded with powder, perfume, and 
pomatum. The nayp- bros, or ſhort"apron, of | 
the women was adorned' with rows of | glak 
Beads! hanging down to their feet; in other 
reſpects they were drefſed like the Hottentots, | 
hom I have already mentioned. Mats being 


Peoery ſeatce in this kanten, as it is deſtitüte of 


feeds, moſt of the Huts' were covered with 
mins of different attimals ann thoſs of 

| ſhe ſheeparid'ox,” 7 0-1” ads 
ee ft ta canga nge : 


5 arne „ 165 ; 
ger we wade, unleſs when x thünder- orm ap- 455 
pens; andd it is by no means rare fora Whidle 
. Fear to paſd without one. Its ſterifity is prin. 
cipally owing to the Want of rain-witer; and” 
this want is to be aſcribed to its topographical 
i ſituation? f From Namero to the Great River, 
_  which'is its boundary, the land has 3 Fadual | 


aſcent; while the mountains at the ſame time 


inſenſidly decline. Beyond the Great River, 
on the contrary, the mountains riſe abruptly, 
and the land deſeends again to another chain 

of rocks ſituate farther on, ſo that it is encloſed 
detween two chains as in a baſin. Frert this 
ſuuation it is eafy to perceive, that, having nei- 
ther foreſts nor lofty mountains to arreſt tlie 
clouds, thoſe which come from the horth paſs 
freely over it, and proceed on to Camis, where 
_ they burſt and fall either in rain in the valleys, 
or in ſnow on the ſummits of the mountains; 
3 2 the deten Gba the” Wal of 
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. — Ki dg Mt comitierices ut the - 
Cape atid in the colony, che rains are found 
pever to ebend beyond the thirtieth degree of 

N N | latitude, 
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een. 


Wo at the foot of thoſe mountains. on a 3 
ſouth ſide then experiences a regular monſoon; | 
but if he go farther, the ſcene is changed, and 
| he will not find a drop of rain. While I re- 

ſided in the country. of the leſs Nimiquas, 1 

| twenty times witneſſed, in the moſt unequi- 
vocal manner, how the clouds were attracted 
by the Camis. / Seeing them arrive black and 
loaded with rain, I fancied we ſhould preſently 
be deluged by them; but they paſſed ſwiftly 
over our heads in their way to the mountains, 
leaving us perfectly dry. Vet, if the Camis 
prevent them from watering the earth in their 


. courſe, it returds them thither in brooks and 


rivers; for all the ſtreams of this country ori- 
ginate from thoſe mountains, without which 
reſource. it would be uninhabitable, ad its mo | 
face untrodden by man. + 
Before I quitted the horde of is See 1 
endeavoured to procure, from the individuals 
of which it was compoſed, a few ſheep ; for, as 
1 found no game, I had nothing to ſupport my 


people but my flocks. But the ſame reaſon 


Which made me deſirous of buying rendered 
them unwilling to ſell. 1 had recourſe to the 


; - 
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this woman, from friendſhip to the whites, 
whom ſhe ſaid ſhe loved to diſtraction, and 
| from gratitude for my water, of which ſhe was. 
Hill, ,more; fond, engeavoured to ſerve me, I 5 
gould procure only fix ſheep. Indeed I might - 
have had oxen more eaſily; and they would 
even have {old me more of theſe than I wanted, 
if I would have given them in exchange knives, 
iron, or braſs. But I was too litile pleaſed 
with my laſt teams to buy others, which pro- 
bably would prove no better; beſides, my cargo 
of hardware was ſo diminiſhed by my preced- 
ing purchaſes, that I wiſhed to reſerve what I 
had left for more urgent neceſſities ; ; and, as to 
glaſs beads, the leſs Nimiquas had ſuch an 
abundance that NY cared but little about 
| theme. 5 | 
3 who knew the country, took ; 
upon himſelf. to be our conductor. He pur- 
ſued a north-eaſt courſe, towards the copper 
mountains ( vocper- bergen), and after five hours 
travelling perſuaded me to unyoke my cattle 28 
on the banks of e riyer which ee 
kum den. 5 5 5 
- This as e haking place, as will fon, 
2 5 | | 8 "nos 
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Apen; bat as I nad ſore” "chrtlofity + to ex. 
amine theſe mountains, Which, I had been told, 
cotitainect very rich ores of copper, LWab well 
Plleaſed to have it in my power; and my guide 5 
ſhowed me an old mine, which bad been 
_ * of ent! by order of otic of the governors of the 
Cape, and was now abandoned. Every where, 
as I travetſed tlie different places we viſited, 1 
fund broken fragments of the ore, the heavi- 
= 1 which evinced that they were rich in 
| But I was in queſt. of virgin copper, 
And peda of cryſtallizations. However, 
- as I could not ſacceed in finding any after ſe- 
veral Hours ſearch, I contented myſelf with a 
| few ſpecimens of malachite. To fay the truth, 
I fet little valde on theſe, though I brought = 
them wir me to Europe; arid it was with 
this ſort of indifference that I offered them to 
Rome: de Plſle, on my return to Paris: but I 
was miſtaken in them; for that naturaliſt przed 
them in fach : x manner, as to make me regret 
. BY having collected no more. om, 
The mountains of which 1 ſpeak are ; grariftic : 
bt and micacecus. The moſt remarkable, moſt 


- 


5 common, and at the ſame time moſt pleaſing 
ttee found there, is à particular ſpecies of albe, 
5 : 2 R 2 N : . „5 5 5 8 » | called bo 


Pd 


e wor. - lf 
called by FY Nimiquas 4arap, by the Dutch 
 haoker-boom (quiver-tree , and by botaniſts aloe 
dichotomas This aloe riſes, to the height of 
twenty-five or thirty. feet: its trunk is ſmooth, 
and the bark white. When young, and the 
trunk not more than four or five feet long, it 
To terminates with a. ſingle tuft of leaves, which, 
Uke thoſe of the ananas, ſpread and form a 
crown, from the midſt of which all its flowers 
iſſue. As it grows older, it puſhes out lateral 
branches, perfectly regular and ſymmetrical, 
each of which has at its extremity a croumn 
ſimilar to that of the young plant. The #ooker- 
boom thrives much better on mountains than 
in the plain. Inſtead of long roots penetrating 
deep into the earth, like thoſe of other trees, 
it has but a very light one by which it is fixed 
to the ſoil. Accordingly, three inches of mould 
are ſufficient to enable it to grow upon the very 
rocks, and attain its utmoſt beauty: but its 
root is ſo feeble a ſupport, that I could throw 
down the largeſt with a ſingle kick of my foot. 
The hordes od the welt make their quivers of 
the trunk of this tree when young, whence is 
derived the name given it by the planters. 
My viſit to che e the -wholegf | 
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my afternoon, ſo that night was approctlay | 
when I returned to the caravan, and I found that 
my people had encamped. [Though we were 
in a narrow defile between the mountains, and 
of courſe the ſituation was very unfavourable 
for an encampnient, it was too late to ſeek 
| a better. To render it ſtill worle, the place was 
ſo confined that we could not ſurround ont 
ſelves with fires as uſual, being able to make 
only two; and even theſe burnit badly, for wart 
of dry wood. No man who travels in the 
deferts of Aﬀrica can take too many precau- 
Bons: during this night in particular J found 
it by experience; and I ought to have been on 
my guard, ſince ſome of my Hottentots pre- 
_ viouſly informed me, that they had heard lions 
- inthe neighbourhood. But when we are ac- 
cuſtomed to danger, we become raſh : by living 
among continual alarms and in perpetual peril, 
we grow familiar with them; and by the con- 
fidence hence ariſing, which is the parent of 
Wc they are in reality-diminiſhed, 
About ten o'clock, as we were Gttinig 3 in 
eirele round one of our fires, and drinking tea, 
my oxen, which had gone up the courſe of 
the river in n of * on a ſudden came 
0 running 


\ * 
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running towards us with all their ſpeed, eroſſed 
the camp like lightning, and diſappeared, My 
firſt movement was to run to arms, and that 5 
of my people to ery out the Boſnmen were 
coming. Theſe Boſhmen conſtituted the grand 
dodbject of their fear; ſo that, as there was none 
by which they were ſo powerfully affected, it 
was always the firſt that e itſelf to their 
| imaginations. | — 
This was a danger of which 1 thought nile; 3 
and what convinced me was, the behaviour of 
my dogs on the one hand, who did not move 
from their places, joined with the alarm of 
Kees on the other, who flew to me, and clung 
cloſely round me. Certainly: neither my ape 
nor the oxen would have teſtified ſuch alarm 
at the approach of Boſhmen ; and my dogs, 
inſtead of making a point as it were, would 
have run to meet and attack them. Beſides, 
the oxen, after having fled beyond us from 
fear, had inſtinctively returned; and their eyes, 
as well as thoſe of all my other e gr 8 
and ſmall, were turned in the ſame direction; 
which clearly indicated to me both me Pics ; 


and nature of the danger, and Pas it was a er 
or a lion, | CCF 


«+ w# 
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Ia ſuch circumſiancey;what was to-bedone{ 


+ "Prudence, forbade us t advance 10 attack: the 
m nimal during the datkneſs of the night: ſo that 


we ere forced to remain on the watch till ſun⸗ 
rife, in uncertain anxiety and alarm, a tl 


— 4 


times more painful than real danger; only 3 
firing a gun, from time to time, towards the 

place to which our beaſts directed their looks. 

Our guns dig not prevent che lions from mak 
ing their, awful and tremendous roar reſound 


en Mfierent parts of che mountain; but what 


greatly heightened our fears, and not without 


reaſon, was one of my. oxen, which we heard 
at forty. paces diſtance, ſtruggling for ſome 
tine, and uttering the hollow, moans of an 


animal in the pangs of death; ſo that we had 


no doubt of his having ben lane * one of g 
the lions. e "op 
Day at length 8 © 3 termi· 5 


| 2 nated the long and painful anxiety of my cara- 
van. During the night the lions had in reality 


- approached: our camp; for we perceived their 
footſteps in. ſeveral places, I went to the ſpot 
where we had heard the moaning ox, fully 
perſuaded chat he had been devoured: but, to 
our —. Wee We found he had been 
RI OS SO ER ps wounded. 
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wounded by one of our muſket-balls, and was 
whole though dead. Immediately I directed 
him to be cut up, and haſtened to quit a place, 
where, though we had experienced little los, 5 
we had undergone much fear. | | 
I The neareſt place at which we could ſtop 
had been formerly the ſite of a horde. It was 
but three leagues: from our laſt camp. To 
| reach it we followed the courſe of the moun- 
' tains; but theſe were ſo covered with kooker= 
booms, that, finding it impracticable to advance, 
I directed ſuch. of my people as were not 
wanted to drive my waggons, to proceed be- 
foxe, and kick down all the trees that ſtood in 
the way. There was one, however, the beauty 
of which ſo much ſtruck me, that I ordered it 
3 on that aceount to be ſpared. It was nine feet 
eight inches [ten feet four inches, Engliſh, ] in 
circumference, and its branches qverſhadowed - 
a ſpace. of- more e than, a ned fert in dia- 5 
meth: ⏑‚‚ q 3 
- From e I 8 5 — one Van 
Wyk. had inhabited this place, and in conſe- 
quence I gave the name of this wandering eo- 
loniſt to a little brackiſh ſpring. which we found 
there. After having reſted my cattle, I con- 
er. HH tinued 


198'- © TRAVELS: 1 AN 


tinued my journey. Weiſtued from Jann. | 


_ - - tains through a ſort of paſſage, or defile, which 
is called the Poort, andentered a vaſt plain, he 


extent of which I coutd not diſcern, as the day . 
was declining. It was quite night when, we 


arrived at Brand Kraal: (Burnt: Kandy, 6 ts. 
- ancient ſeat of a horde of Nimiquas. 3: 


The roads were ſo bad; that my caravan had 


| ſpent a whole day in travelling ſeven, leagues 


and a half: Our oxen. dropped down with 


fatigue; and, to complete our diſtreſs, I beheld 


not a drop of water, or a ſingle branch of a 


tree. Let it was neceſſary to make fires for 
the night. I had not yet forgotten the preced- 


ing night; and, though we ran leſs. riſk in the 
open plain, I was reſolved, if poſſible, to ſub- 


ject myſelf to none. For want of wood, there=. 
fore, we collected dry cow-dung, and kindled: 
"fires, which ſerved both to keep off wild beaſts, 
and to protect us from a piercingly cold ſouth- 
eaſt wind, which made us ſhiver. The ele- 
vation of the ground at Brand-Krael muſt have 
contributed not a little to che cold we felt; for, 


from my obſervations, L feund that it Rood: at 
leaſt three omg ho above the, * the: | 


- 
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The next bör md g. day-light enabled me to 
| Perceive'the wide arid plain on which we en- 
camped, I ſhuddered with terror, while mea - 


| furing with my eye the immenſe ſpace we had Wee 


'to croſs. All was ſand and pebbles. Here 
and there I could with difficulty diſcover a 
kooker-boom ; but the plain abounded with * 
vaſt clumps of euphorbia. A few low hills 
| roſe above the ſurface of this fea of ſand ; but 
. theſe diminiſhed in height as they ker, 
towards the north, and the horizon W 
| be the end of the world. 
The more hideous this deſert, the more 15 | 
2 it was for us to be eager in quinting 
We directed our courſe towards à little 
debe; of hills, which at a diſtance ſeemed 
to me to reſemble that at Falſe- bay, called 
Hanging -Lip, and on account of this reſem- 
blance I gave it the ſame name, I flattered” 
myſelf with the hope cf finding there ſome 
hollow or baſin containing water for my cattle ; 
and my hope was ſtrengthened by the appear- 
ance of four men deſcending from it. To make 
them hear and obſerve me, I fired off a gun. 
I intended, if che rock had no water, to aſk 
| chem where L eould find ſome, They per- 
17 75 0 7 "IT" 
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ceived me, no doubt 3 but they ſuddenly an- 
peared, and it was to no purpoſe that I went 


with ſome of my people in ſearch of them, 
and called to them aloud; we could neither 


= prevail on them to ſhow themſelves, nor dit. 

| cover, where they were hidden, 
5 My ſituation in the midſt of this n a. 
5 deſert. became very alarming, Conſulting 


Schoenmaker, who alone could extricate me 

5 from my difficulties by his knowledge of the 

5 country, he ſaid there was a ſpring four leagues 

farther on, but it would be difficult for him 

to find it, as there were neither trees nor any 
other objects to ſerve him as land- marks; fo: 

chat J had little to reckon upon, except a lucky 
hit. However, it was poſſible that, by ſearch- 
ing the cluſter of hills we were about to aſcend,” 

ve might diſcover the place where the ſpring 
was; and this I accordingly propoſed. © 
In fact, after a tireſome march of ſix hours, 
I obſerved on a hillock eight men, who ſeemed 
to be watching our courſe. We advanced to- 

' wards them; at our approach they fled; but 
in a hollow we ſaw ſeveral huts, which no 
doubt were theirs. A habitation in ſuch a 
1 , in a place which afforded no kind of 

1 | 8. 2 8 | paſture, 
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paſture, ubimed me that theſe people were 
Boſhmen: yet, as our arms left us no reaſon to 
fear them, notwithſtanding their number, we 
repaired to the huts. Our arrival had put to 
flight every inhabitant,” We found in them 
nothing, but a few pieces of dried meat, and a 
bag of locuſts; but we diſcovered thè ſpring 
which we ſo eagerly ſought; and, though it 
Was not ample, when we had enlarged its 
baſin, it ſufficed to water my whole caravan. 
Ine great fatigue my cattle had undergone 
for two days, and the need they had of reſt, 
_ obliged me to encamp there. On the other 
hand 1 had to fear, that, if I paſſed the night 
there, the owners of the huts would avail them- 
ſelves of its darkneſs to attack me by ſurpriſe. 
To protect myſelf againſt them, I lighted up 
a great many fires, | and kept ſtrict watch, 
which indeed prevented them from appearing j | 
| and the next day, on my departure, I made a 
general diſcharge of all my guns, to let them 
know I was in a ſituation to defend myſelf, 
and had nothing to fear, if the hope of plunder 
ſhould induce them to follow me. However, 
while thus announcing that I was not afraid of 
them as enemies, b acted towards them as a 
0 3 | friend, 
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friend 1 reſpected he rights. of hoſpitality, . 
which 1 had enjoyed, it is true, on my own au- 
thority ; like a generous: conqueror, I not only 
farbade their little ſtore of proviſion to be 

touched, but I left in the moſt conſiderable of 

the huts, ſome tobacco, ſeveral articles of hard · 

' ware, and a few joints of 'the :0x- which had 

been killed in the mountains. 9 4 
About ten in the morning v we td at abs 

Geras a cluſter of granite rocks, covered with - 

kooker-booms. The place being deſtitute of 


05 water, I expected nothing but to indulge” in 


— —— — — 


gloomy reflections, little hoping to find a phe- 
nomenon, which, being new to me, afforded me 
great delight. This was a monſtrous neſt. oc- 
cupying great part of a large and ſtrong aloe. 
It was compoſed of a multitude of cells, and 
ſerved as a retreat to an immenſe number f 
birds of the ſame ſpecies. Klaas Baſter and 
Schoenthaker had already ſpoken to me ſeveral 
times of theſe ſingular edifices, but bitherto 
fortune had never thrown one in my way. 39 
remained a long while contemplating it. Every 
moment flights of birds iſſued from it, and dif 
perſed themſelves over the plain; while others 
1 to it, a in their bills the ne- 


n 


le * K 10 K7 ä 
"= ey: materials for coMfirdGin' a new apart. 
ment, or repairing their old one. Each couple 
kad its ſeparate neſt in the common habitation. 
It was a true republie. We know ſeveral ſpe- 
cles of inſects that live thus in one dwelling, 
and have ſocial manners. There ire ſocleties 
of this kind even among certain quadrupeds; 
but Hitherto I Was unacquainted with any 
| en birds. However, I have had ſeveral 
opportunities of ſtudying. theſe republics, and 
1 ſhall elſe where ſpeak of them more fully. 
From the hill of the great neſt we went to 
encamp and ſpend the night, five leagues farther 
on, at Zebra: Fountain. The word fountain | 
told me I ſhould find water there; but it was 
fo brackiſh, that none of us could drink it, and 
in Wen ſmall Jy as not to 0 UTE for 4 
oxen. 9 
The ay bene ng was flill more Mbönousn | 
For the ſand, growing more fine, became lefs 
fable. © Fourteen: oxen were harneſſed to each . 
waggon, and they were relieved every hour; 
pet the wheels ſunk ſo deep into the ſand; the 
heat was ſo intenſe, and the beaſts were ſo 
weakened by fatigue and the want of food and 
n that they: advanced-very ſlowly, I my. 
- BR "FH Fi. 55 | nn 
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elf, whether it were the phyſical effe& of the 
iy = temperature of the air, r the moral effect of 
tte anxiety ariſing from my new and alarming 


view of a ſilent and unbounded horizon had 
wearied N a by a aan idea 001 long 
eee 1 r e 

_ Happily; a 9 Sn e dane Fe bs 
es The plain ſuddenly: changed its apr 
pearance. The ſand and ſoil were covered 
with a particular graſs, called Boſhmen's 
graſs, the ſeeds. of which are eaten by the 


aſpect. We. diſcerned. upon them a fexy 
uttle ſtunted ſhrubs, | among large kooker- 
booms, here and there between the micaceous | 
5 rocks, the brilliant ſurfaces of which, con- 
tinually changing the hues they reflected, 
dazzled our eyes. The plain Was ſtrewed 5 

with large fragments of quartz, as white aa 

ſnow, the baſe of which, or that part of them 

that was. in contact with the earth, had the co- 
lour and ſemitranſparency of a pale emerald. ; 
Probably the ſoil contained, metallic molecules, 
which, penetrating the portions of quartz with 
W they came into als gave them this 


p 


. 5 Aus | 


_ ſituation, was dejected and diſheartened the 


vages. Even the hills; wore a leſs naked. 


hue. However this-might be, I found coppery 
Pyrites and green - coloured IR 
of the rocks and maſſes of ſtone, || * 0 


The ground on which we walked: Wag co-- 


vered with graſs; and I hoped this graſs, though 


dry, would ſupply: food for my oxen, fince 
thoſe of the country ate it readily in that ſtate; | 


but, notwithſtanding; the hunger they had long 


ſuffered; they refuſed it. From its extreme 


- dryneſs, indeed, its edges were rendered fo cut- 
ting, that ſuch of my cattle as attempted to eat 


it had their, lips: and ene, waer covered 
Vith blood. 5 


I panted with all che! ee that ons 


from diſtreſs, for the moment. when J ſhould 


arrive at the Great River; that river, which I 75 
had been told was never dry, and the banks t 
which had been depicted to me as ſo pleaſant 15 


teams drop down with fatigue before they 


reached it, as the former had done. My eyes 
were oli the ſtretch forwards, looking fon thoſe 
numerous trees which E had been told covered 


its borders. No trees yet appeared; nor could 


1, diſeery any thing, before us but the yaſt 


mountains, at the feet of which the river was 
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faid to flow;/ and their naked and Forced = 


eden un d ad rde, he ghet 
e with which I had fed my hopes. h 


ended, and I ſhould at length ſee a river! Fer, 
Hide we quitted that of the Elephant, I ad 
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It was not long, however, before 1 Likud 
the noiſe of flowing water towards the north- 


made my heart leap for joy, and my people in- 
voluntarily uttered a ſhout of gladneſs. A ſe. 
cond time our pains were on the point of being 


found” nothing bat © the "beds of ” periodical 


ſtreams, either completely dry, or containing 


a few puddles of ſtagtiant muddy water. The 


more ſpeedily to enjoy ſuch an agreeable ſight, 


* mounted on horſeback with Klaas, and rode 
towards the place to which the noiſe directed | 
me. All thoſe of my people 'who were not 
employed © about the waggons began to run 
with me; and my ape, my dogs, and indeed 
every one of my animals that was at liberty, 
ſet off at the ſame time. We puſhed on helter- 
ſkelter, contending who ſhould firft reach the 
ſpot. However, I ſuffered my animals to 
precede me a few paces, certain that their 


el and their inftin& would lead me by the | 


ſhorteſt = 
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Hotteſt mY The burkings, the cries, the 
tranſports of chis galloping crowd reſembled a 
troop of bacchanals rather than a company of 
famiſhed travellers. I ſhared the joy of every 
individual. A thouſand confuſed ſentiments 
. agitated me at once, and wy eyes were filled 
with involuntary tears. Few men upon 
earth have ſuffered pains equal to mine: but 
then, few have ava fuck exquiſit ple 

ſure. 

My firſt Bop! en I arrived at the water, 
was to leap into it, that I might cool and re- 
freſh” my limbs, while 1 was quenching my 
thirſt. Thus I ſatisfied two urgent wants at 


once; and mY e and all oY animals hoe: 
GET. 


The river exhibited a OY ſcetie. Its 
breadth, in the narroweſt parts of its ſtream; 
was equal to that of the Seine at its entrance 
into Paris: yet, to judge of its uſual height from 
a beach of two hundred paces which it now 
leſt dry, it muſt have been lowered conſider- 
ably in conſequence of the drought. Many 
rocks, too, were pereeptible above the ſurface of 
the water, which no doubt were * covered hed 
the river Was at its height, ROE A LS 
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5b 1 banks, f A, conſiderable diſtance, ms 
covered with trees, of various ſpecies, and in 

ſuch a quantity as to form a kind of - foreſt, 
Among chem were mimoſas, ehonies, called 
by the natives ſabris, and wild apricot trees, the 
fruit of which,equalled that which grows in the 
| gardens. of Europe. The .moſt.. remarkable 
of the ſhrubs was a ſpecies of willow, bearing 


1 fruit in bunches, which we called wild grapes: 


and both ſhrubs and trees were peopled by an 
infinite number of birds, the e which me 
| Mice me. 1 2515 

II was filled Wh delight. at he, 8 
| tion of theſe different objects. Congratulating _ 
myſelf for having reſolved to purſue this road, 
inſtead of ſeeking one to the eaſt, 1 was already 
filed with the hope of adding greatly and 
quickly to all my collections. In the mean 
time I ſought for. a place where, there was 
green] paſturage, to pitch my camp ;. for every 
where: around the graſs, appeared completely 
burt up. Klaas, whom I ſent to make diſ- 
coveries, came to tell me that chere was no 
other. eme de himſelf and, Baſter, upon 

our arrival, had been aſtoniſhed; at the late * 
the Hhore, which n had Wente painted 
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CI me in ſuch pleaſing; eglours ; and they 
cſeribed the alteration to the, drought which. 
bad prevailed during the rainy ſeaſon, and 
x which had been greater. agg was eyer Known 
in the memory of man: e 
From theſe obſervations i it followed, that 3 158 
had ill choſen my time for travelling ; ; but re- 
gret afforded no remedy for my ſituation, and 
a remedy was what I wanted., Weak and fa- 
tigued as my cattle were, 1 could not think of 
makin g them. croſs the river ; for they muſt all 
have periſhed.in it: beſides, the oppoſite bank 
did not appear better furniſhed with food for 
them than that where we were. My ſolerecourſe 
was to ſearch afreſh for ſome ſpot that was leſs 
ſcorched. I ſent every one out upon this expe- 
dition; and, towards evening, information was 
brought me of a place where the Boſhmen's 
graſs was a little leſs dried up than elſewhere. 
It is true, it required two hours for the cattle to 
reach this place; but, as I had no alternative, | 
I found" myſelf compelled, for a few days at, 
leaſt, to avail myſelf of this reſource, laborious 
as it was, Accordingly I directed that eight of 
my people, well armed, ſhould conduct my; 
herd thither every morning, and bring it back 
1 3 * | : in 
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min the evening) 1. was not acedlfary to E 
my horſes; for a ſpecies of reed grew in ſome 
parts of the river, the'tops and young ſhoots f 
which they ate greedily. I alſo found ſome 
© Little, thorny cucumbers, about the fize of # 
hen's egg, which were excellent food for us, 
and their leaves as pleaſing to them. In a ay 
hort time they were able to find thefe without 
my aſſiſtance. My goats and ſheep were welf 
 farisfied with the leaves and bark of the ſhrubs 
_ whichgrew under the ſhadow of the large trees. 
My cows and oxen were the only animals — 
I eould not prevent from ſuffering by the-ſea- 
fon, and theſe were e the moſt N to me 
15 of all. 
With . to i the neightonrs 
| hood of the river attracted to the plain a con- 
fiderable quantity of game, which promiſed 
us an abundant. ſupply of food. We had 
plenty of ſpring-bock antelopes, zebras, koe- 
does, oſtriches, and birds of every kind: andi in 


che fiſh of the river we had another reſource. 


_ © Having angled with the rod and Wee 
we caught but two forts of fiſh: one ſimilar 

to che carp of the Rhine; the other black, 
without OT FOO or 3 inches long, 
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. But the: - 
river had ſeveral ſmaller kinds, which we 


ere ke. i TM 
„This rivgrabounded likewiſe ith hippopo- 
tam. [heard them, bellow and'blaw on every | 
ſide,” My -cuciolity: being excited; te obſerve. 
them, I aſcended-a rock, the elevated pott uf 
which, pojecbed into thie current, and thenceT! - 
Pa one walking at the Bottom "ob the 
Lobſerved that the colour of the — 
2 which: when” e NET ne” 
pears blueiſh- when” his Kin is Wet, was-of a _ 
very deep blue in this fituation, m Dar 
I killed 'this hippopotamus as it ofich do he 
ſarface to breathe. My people, inſtantly run 
ning up, drew it aſhore. It was a very old 
female: in their aſtoniſhment, and to E 
its ſize, they called it the grandmother of the 
river. I have preferved its tuſks, which are 
_ fox inches in length; meafured along their cur- 


vityy and three iriches three. lines in eireum- 5 | 


ference juſt- above the foot. As T have een 
= Plate of tis ammal chat faithfully repre 
N Wl no doubt n _—_ 
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£ placing one here much e corre bann 
be will find elſewhere. i 


5 the pebbles, with which the ſand was covered,” 
agates marked with arborizatibns, ohyxes, 
cryſtals. of pſeudo · amethyſt, and a nk _” 


. 5 2 wake = 
3 7 4 ; ey. 7 2 8 
F * 


\ 1 


- As L walked along the kid; Hound among 


pieces of quartz with ſingular marks. 
I alſo ſaw one extraordinary ſtone, to which | 
I. cannot yet give a name. It is as large as a 


nutmeg, has a varying ſplendour like the opal 
 orcat's eye, but is of a btowner hue, with a gold - 
coloured belt. It ſtrikes fire with ſteel. Since 
my return to Europe, I have ſought for ſuch in 

_ vain in cabinets and among traders, but I: have 
been able no where to meet with one. Neither 
the naturaliſt nor the jeweller knows it. This 


ſtone at preſent is in Holland, in the poſſeſſon 


8 A, of one of my. friends, Raye de Breukelward, 5 
- and conſtitutes a ou oF: his ring walk 


lection. e 

There were aid * 15 chert little 3 of. 
heavy black ſand, conſiſting of fragments of 
_ cryſtals. Though the ſmallneſs of the ſand 
prevented me from counting the ſides of he 
e. 1, was inclined to. 1 N boy gar- 
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n becauſe, when I brought them near my 


compaſs, they moved the needle of it. Perhaps, 
however, this magnetic property might be 
owing to particles of iron diſtinct from the 
cryſtals, which, blackened, the whole maſs, and 
imparted ! to it its own. colour. C 


The trees and ſhrubs were . as I 5 


Foc already obſerved, by an immenſe quantity 
of birds of new ſpecies. There were, a great 
many little ones, in particular, on a ſort of 
broom with yellow campaniform flowers and | 
on a jeſſamin reſembling both in leaf and Wer 
that of Spain, but with ſcarcely any ſmell.- 
Each ſpecies of bird had its favourite tree, 


> which it never quitted. For inſtance, there was 
a thorny ſhrub on which I ſaw hundreds of 


little paroquets, and I ſaw none upon any other. 
No doubt they were attracted by the fruit and 


nuts of the buſh... This bird, larger than that 


improperly called the Braſilian ſparrow, has 


the bill of a ſaffron yellow inclining to red; 
the forepart of the neck is roſe- coloured, and 
the forehead ſomewhat deeper; the tail, which 

is very ſhort, is green, daſhed with roſe- colour 


and black, the rump blue, and the reſt of the 
s It is a new en 4% N WK 
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In a very little time, by the dates ef. 


Klaas, who was become very intelligent and 
ſtmilful in procuring ſpecimens for my collee- 


tion, I obtained every ſpecies of bird I co⁰,jẽ 
deſire. But we particularly declared war againſt 
the paroquets I have juſt deſcribed, becauſe 
they. were good food, and ſerved to ſupply our 


table. Being always in great numbers on one 


buſh, ] could eaſily kill ſeyeral at a ſhot ; but it 
was difficult to get them out of the middle of the 


buſh, from the thorns ſeratthing and tearing 


my hands; and this inevitable inconvenience 
was even ſo painful as often'to deter me. 


The ſhrub of which I ſpeak has its thorns 


placed alternately at every knot: one pointing 
upwards, long, ſharp, and ſtraight; the other 
downwards, equally dangerous, and curved like 


the talon of a bird of prey. The Nimiquas 

call this plant caroop ; 1 named i it the 7raireſs, 
| becauſe as you thruſt your hand into the buſb, | 
the ſtraight thorn pricks you, and as you draw 
it back, the crooked: one nchen held of the 


fleſh and tears: u bog, 
Norwirhſlanding this camglaiiry; no natu- 


aliſt hitherto, at leaſt none that I know; has 


ſpoken of it: not even Paterſon, though he 
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ü ave Fla it, fines i it is very plentiful on 

5 banks of the river; and he accompanied 

Gordon, when this gentleman gave the flyer 
the name of Orange. Not having ſeen the 
flower of this ſhrub, I drew it asT found it, 
With the fruit only, which is of a deep red 
when ripe. The paroquets alone crack the 
ſtone of it and eat the kernel; biit te pulp of : 
| it is not good. 

Schoenmaker' 8 oRen had ſuffered greatly 
from the fatigues of the journey; and the in- 
different forage of the place was not calculated 
to recover them. He requeſted me therefore 
to allow him to quit me. As 1. perceived he 
had no motive'for this but the grad ual dete- 
rioration of his cattle; I offered, if he would 
conſent to accompany me a little Jonger, to 
ſend his people and teams back to his planta- 
tion, with four of my hunters as a guard. To 
this he conſented ; and in conſequence; as he 
knew the river, and that. my oxen in their 
exhauſted condition were incapable of rendet- 
ing me any ſervice, he adviſed me to proceed 
higher up the ſtream ; aſſuring me, that by 
ſo doing I mould find better forage for them. 


This advice was good, and I followed it. : 
: Ps 8 © 
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But as it was impracticable for us to coakt al A 

the bank of the river, on account of the foreſts 
of trees which bordered it, it was determined 
that we ſhould return back to Zebra- Fountain, 
and thence, proceeding northward, regain t the 
river. When we arrived at the fountain, we 


n pointed out to my hunters the road we ſhould 


take, that they might find us on their return; 


and, when they ſet off with the men and cattle 


155 of Schoenmaker, we proceeded on our way. 

Three hours travelling ſufficed to bring us 
5 back to the Wood which ſkirted the river. But 
on entering it we perceived, not without alarm, 
the freſh ſteps of two lions, which we judged 


to be a male and female, and which had con- 


% 


| ſequently taken up their abode in this quarter. | 
The nearneſs of theſe redoubtable gueſts, giving 


us reaſon to apprehend an attack in the night, 
we were obliged to be more than uſual on our 
8 guard, and particularly to keep large hires 
burning round our camp. to prevent their ap- 


proach. In the mean time night was coming 


on, and perhaps it would not be eaſy to find at 
the moment the quantity, « of dry wood 8 
fite for the purpoſe. 


A lucky accident ſupplied us with. more —_ 


1 ſufficient 


ors - 
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ficient for our wants. The river during 
its inundations had brought down with it va- 
rious trees. of different ſorts and ſizes, Two 
hundred paces from us was a vaſt 5 | 
which had ſtopped a great number of others; 
and they were ſo heaped up as to form a natu- 
ral pile of conſiderable magnitude. © 
My people, without taking the trouble to 
collect what was neceſſary, kindled this pile; 
and in an inſtant we had a huge bonfire, 
which not only continued the whole night, but 
even ſome time in the morning of the next 
day. The place was enlightened, to a conſi- 
derable diſtance, as much as if it had been broad 
day. But the conflagration was ſo violent, 
and che flames in their aſcent carried up with 
them ſuch a number of ſparks and burning 
coals, that © my camp, though two hundred 
paces off, was not out of the reach of this fiery 
ſhower; and it was even neceſſary to take fome _ 
precautions to ſecure” my powder. All W 
trees round were burnt as they ſtood; and 
ſuch as were more than fifty paces diſtant had 
their leaves ſcorched. _ : 
The fire kept off the lions, 3 it is true; but it 
drove: away the birds alſd; and in the morning 
1 8 5 IP 3 , | | we 52 
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we could not diſcover a ſingle one, though | 
during the night we had heard numbers on 
the wing; and many, deceived: or blinded by 
the light of the fire, had ruſhed 1 into the flames, 
or perilbed in the ſmoke. Thoſe conſuming 
fires, which. I have often ſpread Ver vaſt 
palains; thoſe foreſts burnt by me to open 
A road for my. caravan, or to keep off beaſts of 
prey; that deſtructive power with which 1 
3 ſurrounded myſelf at will, while atrended only 
by a handful of men, with. a few iriſignificant 
weapons, and the ſcanty equipage of a free: 
booter; frequently turned my mind tet a re- 
troſpective view. of times paſt, and preſented 
to it the hiſtory of robbers far more famous, 
far more illuſtrious, more highly honoured, 
and much more imperious, ambitious of ſway, 
inſolent in the exerciſe of their wills, and wants 
, tonly capricious ; ; and I was aſtoniſhed that, 
amid the ferment of paſſions which agitate 
the minds of men, we did not more frequently 
{ce whole towns given up to the flames, with, 
their inbabitants, their wealth, and their arts 
and great poets, after theſe grand ſpeQacles, 
gxalting into heroes the madmen who bad per- 
" Prirntes theſe acts for ſhox. amuſement, and 
| holding . 


Holding "INN up as ee e imitation to the 
madmen by whom they ſhould be ſucceeded. 

My morning walk offered me nothing new. 
: But, as I was advancing along the banks of the 
river, I was much aſtoniſhed to hear the re- 


port of guns; and I aſked Schoenmaker, who 


Was with me, from whence they could proceed. 
He had reſided on the banks of the river, and 
Was conſequently acquainted with the country; 


and he told me, that the perſons by whom they 


were fired were probably Matthew Moodel and 


Bernfry, hunting hippopotami. 
I knew both theſe men by name, one nf 


whom, like Schoenmaker, was a deſerter from 
the Company ; but at the ſame time they were - 


men of a very different character, being per- 
haps the moſt determined villains: in all Afri 
1 had heard of their crimes, and I was not 
be informed, that their names were held in the 
utmoſt execration, and that they were pro- 
ſcribed even in the colony. 


Knowing all this, I could not eaſily cc conceive 3 
how they had been able to procure powder. a 


To ſuch people, indeed, nothing was ſacred ; 


and they might have obtained it by ſome new - 


theft or murder. On the other hand, it was 
= 2 poſſible 


15 
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poſſible that they had met with Pinar, i 
he had been induced by fear or avarice to give 
them ſome in exchange for cattle. 

While reaſoning on our conjectures as we 
walked, we perceived the two hunters. They 
were Pinar himſelf, and a man whom I too 
for a Hottentot Baſter, but Who, as Schoen- 
maker told me, was Bernfry. 
ne ſight of the two lions, whoſe fockfips | 

we had perceived the preceding evening, would 
not have inſpired us with more horror; and 
that of Bernfry was particularly diſpleaſing to 
Schoenmaker, who had been his neighbour on 
the banks of the Green-River, and had been 

compelled, by his daily quarrels with him; to 
quit the place, and ſettle where I found him. 
The two hunters had perceived us, and 
came towards us. Schoenmaker, warmed with 

reſentment at the ſight of his enemy, yet 
"obliged to reſtrain it, had only time to ſay to 
me in a low voice: Be upon your guard, 
585 villain will play you ſome trick. 

Pinar accoſted me in order to en me, that 
kalt a league farther on I ſhould find a good 
place for encamping with my people and cat- 
"te; i and he offifed to conduct me thither. This 


* 


news 


news was the more agreeable to me, as it 
pointed out to me what 1 ſought. Thither I 
repaired under his guidance, with my whole. 
caravan; but he had not told me that I ſhould 
alſo find his waggon there; and I was much 
grieved when I found myſelf again condemned 
to be his neighbour. However, as I was under 
a ſort of obligation-to him for the information 
he had juſt given me, I. invited him and his 
companion to enter my tent when it was 
erected, and treated them with tea, coffee, cho- 
colate, and a bottle or two of wine. My deſign, 
in thus leading them to ſpend the afternoon 
in the Dutch faſhion, was to employ them and 
divert their attention till night, and thus pre- 
vent a quarrel from taking place between 
Schoenmaker and Bernfry, which would have 
been inevitable, had they not both been wo 
my eye. 

My intention, ne was fraftrmed; ws 
4 very precaution that I-took to n a 
18 na occaſioned one. 

Pinar, coarſe in his jeſts, and NPE ok 
gar, wanted to raiſe a laugh at the expence of 
Schoenmaker, and turn his old occupation of 
a ſeaman into ridicule. Such is the prejudice 
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of the African planters ; conſidered the 
ps peaſants at the: Cape, they look. upon che 
CR inthe men 8 enn, wb con. 
; dank. 

, ie e 8 . at the wo 
hank: of Pinar, yet kept his temper, and anſwers 
ed his ſarcaſms without anger or aſperity. But 
- Berafry taking it into his head to crack his 
joke upon him too, the man whom I had 
| hitherto ſeen ſo gentle and peaceable felt all 


Bis reſentment revive at once. He burſt out 


into à dreadful paſſion, which it was impoſ- 
ſible for me to curb ;- and, with all the vio- 
lence of a mind enraged when it can govern 
itſelf no longer, he reproached him with the 
aſſaſſination of ſeveral Nimiquas, whom he 
had murdered in order to ſteal their cattle; and 
that of a Hattentot girl, who, aft r having been 1 
the victim of his luſt, became a ſacrifice to his 
jealouſy ; with many ſimilar acts of atrocity, 
which froze my blood ta hear. Bernfry, with» - 
out diſowning theſe imputations, anſwered only 


by expreflions'of equal rage. At length feiz= 


ing him by the collar with one hand, and 
taking his fuſee in the other, he faid; “ Thou 


ha: "I a Lihall * 3 
b 60 fs 
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$6 after thaſe whom thou haſt mentioned... | 
In faſt, they bath went out determined tg 
' fight; and, enraged as they were, I doubted 


ngt but one or both -wpuld  haye been. killed, 


I ruſhed between them ta part them. Pinar 
oppoled me, and cried out to me, to let them 


fight; which would have afforded him an en- 


tertaining ſight. Schoenmaker himſelf xeſiſted 
my endeayours. At length, however, L ſuc- 
ceeded in getting him off from his enemy, and 
pulking the latter out gf 1 tagt 1 walt him 
begene. 5 

This 8 affected me * I nem 
that very unpleaſant conſequences might ariſe 
from it, and could not fleep the whole gight. 
If Berafiy had been to blame in the begin- 


ning for jeſting his adverſary, the latter had 


been much more ſo from the violence of his 
expreſſions. As it was neceſſary for me to be on 


good terms with all. theſe, with whom IL had 


to live, or whom I had occaſion to viſit, I 
could bave wiſhed to have had no cauſe, of 
complaint either againſt Schoenmaker, whoſe 
zeal and fidelity I had hitherto every reaſon 
to p commend, or againſt Benaſry, whole my 
1 o ha 


ect ons charge of powder more, 10 beg theg 


- 
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had perhaps been exaggerated. © "| could wh” | 


5.5 ape the maſter of any of them, and give laws 


to all: but I ſhould have been under the neceſ- 
fity of continuing to act as I muſt have done 
for that purpoſe; and inſtead of a protector, 3 
which T wiſhed to be, I muſt have made my- 
ſelf ſovereign and ruler in thoſe peaceful coun- 
tries. This would have been ſomewhat too 
troubleſome for a hunter of birds; ſo I choſe 
to manage'the affair in the European wy wa 
ſimple and civil means only. 
Conformably with this principle, I the next 
morning invited Pinar and his companion to 
breakfaſt with me. Schoenmaker was one 


of the party. During the night their heads 


had cooled a little; and that they might not 
be heated again, I took care to give them 
neither wine nor brandy.” My precaution ſuc- 
ceeded ſo well, that I effected a reconciliation” 
between all thrze, and prevailed on them to 


ſhake hands, according to the Dutch ne 
of friendſhip. | 


Bernfry reſided and had his cattle in a rae 
a few leagues diſtant. Thither he offered to 
conduct mine, aſſuring me that I ſhould find 
better paſture for the recovery of them than 
FT.” A 185 e 5 


* * * 
3 


x = EIS F RIC A. 220 
| 3 in dd quarter. Intereſting as this 
3 was to me, I reſolved to verify it 
before I confided in it. I repaired to the place, 
Y therefore, with Klaas and Bernfry, and found 
that my new acquaintance had not deceived 
3 me. I had never yet ſeen. any paſturage equal 
to it ſince I left Namero: it is true, it conſiſted | 
ſolely of Boſhmen's graſs, to which my cattle 
were not accuſtomed ;. but the country afforded 
no other ; and this kind of graſs at leaſt, though 
a little dry, was in great plenty. wh 
_ Bernfry remained with his horde, to wait fe | 
the arrival of my caravan. It had taken us ſix 
hours to reach it, though on horſeback, and 
conſequently I could not get back to my camp 
by day-light. Apprehenſive of loſing myſelf 
in the night on a road with which I was un- 
acquainted, I reſolved to ſleep at the horde, 
and we returned the next morning, driving 
before us fix ſheep which 1 had purchaſed, 
and two goats that had juſt yeaned. | 
On my arrival I found a new cauſe of un- 
eaſineſs. Pinar, availing himſelf of my abſence, 
had renewed his attempts to entice my people 
from my ſervice, and had ſucceeded i in ſedu- 
| cing Klaas Baſter and o one of his Hottentors. 1 2757 
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more at the ingratitude' arid infidelity of Baller b 
Who had entered into an engagement with 1 me; 
and was in my pay. Fired with juſt reſents 
ment, I ſent for him; aud without a word of re- 
proach, 1 put Into kis hand the money we had 
A gteed upon, and ordered him inftantly to withs 
ETD draw,asThadn no further occaſion for his ſervices: 
80 unexpected: a diſmiſſal mortified and hum- 
bled Him. Swanepvel ſeized this moment of 
Mame to point out to him his fault; and he 
ſpoke wirh tlie more warmth, becauſe he knew 
he ſhould render me'a conſiderable ſervice by 
bringing him back, as he underſtood the lan- 
guüages of the ſeveral people among whom we 
were going to travel. In ſhort, the negotiation. 4 
was ſo ſucceſsful, that two Hours after Baſter 
came to me to beg pardon for his folly, and to 
return me my money. To convince him of 585 
my forgetting the whole, I made him a preſent 
of what he had received, But Pinar no ſooner 
heard this winding- up of his plot, than, dread- 
ing the juſt reproaches he had reaſon to expect 
from. me, he inſtantly yoked his oxen. to his 
waggon, and departed without laying. 5 word 


to any one. EY ta +; 
1 


- 
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—_—_ cot nusl follies of this imprudent and 
eonfiderets man' foreboded' him no good. 
With ſuch conduct, careleſs whom he offended; | 
he could not fail of ranting to his deſtruction 
by going among the favages, who are natu⸗ 
rally good and ingenuous, but eafily provoked | 
to anger, and dreadful in their vengeance. 
The reader may remember what 1 have al- 
ready ſaid of the character of this man, who 
had no other object but to make a fortune by 
his journeys, and gave himſelf little concert 
about the reſult of mine. His aim was to in- 
timidate, lay waſte, and plunder. All this was 
ſufficiently practicable in the country in Which 
we were: but it was not ſo eaſy for a man 
devoid of genius, deftitute of means, and hav= 


ing formed no regrffar plan, to attain his ende 


without ſome miſadventure, and ſoon or 0 | 
he might be caught unawares. 
This was what happened. Could I have 
ſeen him before his fudden diſappearance; hu- 
manity would aſſuredly have enjoined it me 
as a duty, to warn him of tlie inevitable dan- 
gers to which he expoſed himſelf, and of which 
he in fact became the victim. His Hottentots 
maſſacred, his — and baggage rifled, and 

himſelf 
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miracle, made up the ſum of this turbulent 
traveller's ſucceſs. N orwithſtanding the, wen- 


* - 
j : Xx 
44 


- himſelf 8 with life by little leſs yup.” a 


: 1 3 acquainted. with Js tuation in dime, 
15 would inſtantly have flown to his aſſiſtance. | 
But I did not hear of his adventure till my re- 
turn, W was four ee en; it Kage 


It Re ur 3 = me, on n.aceount of 


my cattle, to remain much longer in the en- 


campment I occupied, I was obliged to ſeek 


another without delay. Schoenmaker had 
ſpoken of a wood, ſituated by a river, well 
calculated for my purpoſe. I went to examine 


it, and, finding it ſuch as he had deſcribed, I 


draanſported thither my caravan. My tents 
weere erected near the water, but at ſuch a dis- 


tance as to be ſecure from inundation; and, as 


I had every reaſon to believe that I ſhould be 
_ compelled to remain here ſome time, I cauſed 
_ an. encloſure to be formed, to contain, during | 
che night, ſuch of my animals as, 5 choſe to 


keep near me. 5 701 eg 
I purpoſed to ſend to the 3 2 of 


5 er 8 horde, my horned cattle only, I had 


D no 
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nul teen to apprehend chat theſe monks be 
eartied off by the Boſhmen ;. as the horde was 
ſufficiently:numerous: to be ſecure. from the ats 
tacks of theſe robbers. Beſides, 1 ordered the 


herd to be driven thither by four of my peo- 


ple, well armed, who were to guard ĩt night and 
day; and, if any thing happened, I could eaſily 
repair to their aſſiſtance, as the paſture was 5 
more than four leagues from my camp. 
All my hopes centred in the recovery of my 
| eren this freſh graſs. Without this, I ſhould 
be ſtopped again, and it would be impoſſible 
for me to continue my journey. I was not in 


8 


the leaſt perplexed about the food of my goats, 


' ſheep, and horſes. Every where along the ſhore, 
as: well as in the woods, they found abundance 


of thoſe pray cucumbers of which * were 


ſo fond. 


For our parts, beſide hs Slentiful means of 
ſubſiſtence afforded by fiſhing and hunting, we 


had a reſource in the hippopotami, which were- 
very numerous in the river, and, from a parti- 


cular circumſtance, very eaſy to be ſhot at tae 
your” where we were encamped. 

In ſome places the water had ſo little aegth 
a8 to form ſhoals. At other places it was 


Vor. II. as | + i | deeper, 
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| deeper, and contained thoſe caviti 4. Wi the 
people of che country call Zee · Koe · Gat (ſea· 
cow holes ). Theſe amphibious animals uſu⸗ 
ally retired into the holes in the day, and ſuch 
az did ſo we looked upon as our own; becauſe, | 
when they quitted them, they were ohliged to 
3 traverſe the ſhallow, where they were ſo ex- . 
pPoſed, that we had every advantage for ſhoots 
. ing them; and when we could not drive them 
. dut of their holes in the day, we kept them 
bY thert all night by lighting fires on the beach; 
o chat lie next day hunger obliged them to 
quit the water, and IE e e 
| poſted on their roa. 
| In this manner we procured as many as — 
5 wiſhed; ſo that at length my people kiled ben 
ſiolely for their ſkins, My camp was converted.” | 
into a manufactory of chanbocks +. All around 
there was ſcarcely any thing to be ſeen but 
manufactured {kins; and the heated * 


* The Dutch ald calt the N oneren or river= 

N horſe, the ſea- cow. 1. 

| + Chanbocks. are « forn figs es Ses ck 
* the ſkin of the rhinoceros or hippopotamus: that of the 

| hippopotamus is preferred, becauſe the whips made with 

| it are more pliable, and leſs apt to break; but ſuch 25 as , 

5 made of the ef ea ede — more er 
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OY forming commercial ſpeculations; - 

was enraptured beforehand with ie. profir 
| ey were hereafter te make. 
The mountains abounded with a ſort of — 
Gaga is ſhape and ſize to that of Europe, but 
its; ſkis -reſembled chat of the rabbits of our 
wattens; - We had alſo in the woods abun- 
dance of grouſe, different from thoſt with which - - 
I was acquainted; partridges of the large ſpecies | 
ealled by the planters pheaſants; and a num- 
ber of new birds, ſuch as I had never ſeen. 
Theſe were highly valuable to my collection; 
and I ſpent part of my time in procuring ome | 
bf every kind. 

1 found likewiſe many inſects and chryſa- " 
lides under the bark of the mimoſas. Theſe 
trees I had no where ſeen of ſuch gigantic ſta- 
ture as here: their thorns were frequently 
fixteen inches long. We read of the mimoſa 


in the tranſlation of - Paterſon's Travels, that | PREY 


the vaſt extent of its branches, and the 
4 ſmoothneſs. of its bark, afford a prodigious 
* multitude of birds an aſylum againſt birds of 
prey, as well as againſt ſerpents and other 


8 reptiles, which would otherwiſe deſtroy both: 0 


8 N 
Mils ſentence is written in Go confuſed a ; 
manner 


* 
| nj 
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manner as to preſent no clear ideato the wy 
It is not eaſy to conceive how a ELON bark 
« and branches of immenſe extent” 
afford a ſecure ſhelter againſt birds of prey- 

The author, or the tranflator, no doubt meagrt 
to ſay, that the quantity of branches, and the 
manner in which they were interwoven, af- 
forded a retreat to the ſmall birds, and the 
ſmoothneſs of its bark prevented reptiles from 

_ aſcending the tree with cafe to devour them. 
But I know not where the author ſaw the 
ſmooth bark he mentions. 
be the aloe dichotoma of which he ſpeaks ; for 


I know no tree ſo rough as the mimoſa nilo- 
eek or that has fuch a wrinkled bark *. 


"Hynes 
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* ſhould 


Certainly it muſt 


 * The paſſagein Paterfon is as follows: > &« The bake 
« afford an aſylum to a ſpecies of gregarious bird, which 
< ſeems guided by inſtinct in the choice. of i its habitation, 
for which this tree is peculiarly adapted. The ſtem 
« being about thirty feet high before it ſends out branches, 
cc. and covered with a ſmooth poliſhed bark, the birds are 
« defended againſt the different ſpecies of ſnakes and other 
.< reptiles which ſurround them, and which would other- 
* wiſe deſtroy t their eggs; while the extent of the branches 
allows ſufficient room for the increaſing colony; 1 ſay 
Lincreaſing, as theſe creatures appear extremely prolific.” 
” Hence it appears, that the ee of Vaillant applies 


only 
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+ Sparmann too, ſpeaking: of this tree, ſays, 
that © its buſty leaves afforded him ſhelter 
c againſt the heat of the ſun.” If Sparmann 
ſometimes enjoyed the ſhelter afforded him by 
the mimoſa, aſſuredly it muſt have been be- 
cauſe he was not difficult; and in certain cir- 
cumſtances we are ſatisfied with very little. 
For my part I have already ſaid, and I. ſay it 
again, that the ſhadow of this tree is ſo flight 
a8 ſcarcely to darken the ground on which it 

falls, The truth of this aſſertion will not be 
queſtioned, af i it be conſidered, that its name, 
which ranges it in the claſs of ſenſitive plants, 
indicates ſmall leaves thinly diſtributed. 1am 

| indebted. to the bark and flowers of the mimoſa | 
for a number of curious inſects ; ; but I never 
only to the French tranſlator, who, probably 0 ander- 
ſtanding the meaning of the word gregarious, tranſlated the 
beginning of the above quotation, as as if it had been, &« the 


*boughs afford an aſylum againſt rapacious birds.” There is 
alſo another miſtake, but whether imputable to the French 


tranſlator or to Vaillant we pretend not to ſay. The tree of 


vhich Lieutenant Paterſon ſpeaks is not the mimoſa nilotica, 
but, as he himſelf ſays,a non-deſcript ſpecies; of courſe, the 


ruggedneſs of the bark of the mimoſa nilotica by no means 
proves Paterſon to have been unable to diſtinguiſn between 


rough and ſmooth, or to have confourided the mimola ma | 


the aloe dichotoma, which he elſewhere gelerntes . 
ee - Bhs found | 
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found it yield mech ſhade, unleſs ”__ were a 
number of them crowded together. 
Theſe remarks I bave allowed yt to 
| make; becauſe a traveller ought to conceal ? 
nothing that may lead to error in the ſciences; 

I know the reſpect due to'two ſuch eminent 
naturaliſts as Paterſon and Sparmann : buttheir 
very reputation makes it a duty to contradict 
them ; the higher they ſtand i in our eſteem, 
the more is it to be feared that our confidence 
| may lead us to adopt their miſtakes. Perhaps, 
however, ihe paſſage in queſtion is 17 faul « 
the tranſlator alone. 

Bernfry frequently came "TER his { Kidd to 
viſir my camp, and bring me news of my herd; 
but he ſeldom came without ſome of his wives, 
He had a conſiderable number; and among 
them were ſome very pretty greater Nimi- 
quas, and ſome daughters of Boſhmen that 
were ſtill more pleaſing, becauſe leſs black. 
Klaas Baſter, willing to proſit by the reſidence 
1 was obliged to make on the Great-River, 

made an agreement with Bernfry for the hire 
* two of his wives. It is true, I. was thought 
of in the bargain; for Baſter, eager to teſtify 
bis attachment to me, 525 make amends for 


his 


AER Art =o 
ins to introduce the two beautics | 
to me, and offer me my choice of them. He 
Judged ill of my wants, and ſtill worſe of my 
Wishes. The reader certainly deſires not to 
be my confident: What pretty tales ould 1 
haye, to tell him, what. voluptuous pictures to 
draw, what delightful ſolitudes, what fine re- 
veries to recall to mind; but it was for this 
very reaſon I carried my continence ſo far. 
Baſter, to avoid the trouble of making a choice, 
eſpouſed both the ſultanas at once. This per- 
hape was an irregulaxity; but I allowed it, to 
avoid greater, and was the accomplice as well 
ag witneſs of their joys. <p 

- After his example, Gene of my 5 made | 
Gwilax agreements, either with Berafry for his 
wives, ar with other women ; 3 ſo that in A few 
onal had ſeven. married men in my camp. 

One day when Bernfry came to viſit me. he 
told me, that, as he went along the river s ide, 
not far from my camp, he had obſerved a fe- 
male hippopotamus, which came out of the 
_ wood, and appeared to be going towards a zee · 
koe-gat with her little one. From the ſize of 
the young animal, he imagined. it to be at moſt 
eee I had never yet 

3 4 „ ſeen 
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ſeen fo young'a büppopotamus, and aurian 
to examine it prompted me to haſten to the 
place, followed by Bernfry and ſome of my 
hunters. My eagerneſs was ſo great, and 1 
ran ſo heedleſsly, that 1 was guilty” of an a& 
of im prudence, the conſequenices | of which 
might have proved fatal bs me or e of ns 
ee e „ olg 

On my arrival near the river, as I was leap- 
ing from one rock to another, that J might 
have a better view, I perceived an animal ; 
erofling me; and, without giving myſelf time 
to examine it, I fired and broke its leg. At 
Was the little hippopotamus of which we were 
in ſearch. We ran to intercept. its paſſge, f 
and prevent it from gaining; the water; but 
we had ſcarcely come up to him, when tlie 
mother appeared a few paces off, on Ute? edge 
of the river, running toward us with Ma 
Howlings, and NIE with Hey a 
Jaws. . bk JO - 
T bis ſudden and Pnerpeceh tp Pearanee 
made ſuch an impreſſion upon us, that we 
thought of nothing but ſpeedy fight; andevery 
one threw away his fufil to run the faſter- 1 
| heſitated not to do the ſame with mine, as it 
' AS Was 


Ae — oy 
was unloaded, and of courſe uſeleſs for my 
defence. The mother, having recovered her 
eub, did not attempt to follow us, but returned 
quietly with it to the water. My hunters told 
me, that, if I wiſhed to ſee the young animal 
| again, I muſt wait for it on the ſhore, Whi- 
ther it would not fail ſoon! to return with its 
mother, becauſe it was too young to remain 
5 long acer Water, and en Oe not ſuck 
0. N 
After what kad Safe, 1 btb this ſcheme 
too dangerous, and imagined we ſhould run 
leſs riſk by attacking the mother in her own 
element; ſince there, being leis expoſed, ſhe 
. would endeavour rather to hide herſelf and flee 
than purſue) us. My opinion was juſt: in leſs 
than a quarter of an hour, notwithſtanding her 
wiles and apparent menaces, ſhe was killed 
witli her little one; and my ſwimmers puſhed 
e both before them to the ſhore.'' © 
OS ſent the young animal to my camp, in- 
tending it for the uſe of my kitehen, if the fleſh 
were good; and J found it excellent, its fla- 
vour reſembling that of pork and veal. 
The mother was flayed, and cut up on the 
"ſpot. I had ordered a bowl to be brought 


me, 
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me, which I filled with her milk. It ap- 
peared to me much leſs. Aeg enble than 
| that. of the elephant, and the next day was 
changed almoſt wholly into cream. It had an 
amphibious taſte, and a fiſhy ſmell, which 
gave diſguſt; but I could have made uſe of it 
for want of other milk, * ae it Was 
even pleaſant. 
The light W fires. % the winks. 0 
mole of our guns in the day, gave notice of our 
preſence to ſeveral, hordes of the greater Nimi- 
| quay, ſituate a few leagues from us on the other 
ſide of the river 3. and they nn 
viſits in my GD; 4 4th 
\$o alſo did the eee Ra a 
Carther off. All of them teſtified their ſriend- 
chip to me, and I received. them with ſimilar 
ſentiments. None of chem ever returned with- 
out being laden with the produce of my gun. 
Theſe preſents, which were nothing ta me, 
and much to them, procured me friends among. 
all the hordes. All were eager to come id 
ee me, and on el we ee aidtken in re- 
turn. 7} roots: YC 
| / Theſs\ alk toy "INES iy gebt of theſe 
4 good i who entruſted n in my 
a „ 


rr eee 
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bande, by troops, without fear, and without 
the leaſt ſuſpicion, always reſtored me to my 
natural character, which is that of gentleneſs, 
toleranbe, and the loye of caſe; and never 

_ were the ideas of conqueſt and empite, which 
ſometimes ſpring from obſtacles and reſiſtagce, 
ſo ſoon or ſo completely driven away as by the 
mild and frank behaviour of theſe ſons of na- 
ture. Wherever I met with them, all their 
efforts e e e men enen t 
them. 
e e more ee incentive to this. 
greater Nimiquas told me, that, two days 
journey north of their canton, I ſhould find 
as have already ſaid, I had never ſeen a girafle, 
The part of Africa which I traverſed in my 
firſt journey afforded none: and What Thad 
yet viſited in my ſecond was equally deſtitute 
of them, for they never paſs the Great River 
In one of my hunting excurſions, indred, 1 
had met with two rhinoceroſes; but, having 
e eee ee ee bags] enen 9 
pow attack them, 
I bad long been warned of LG - 
frm provoking ſuch an ORR and experi- 


* bo 
" 
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ence has ſince” more than once convinced me 


df its truth. Of all che animals in Africa, the 


there are few which attack with equal impe . 


tubſity, ſo that there is none ſo dangerous; 


The tiger regularly makes himſelf heard every 
day at the riſing and ſetting of the ſun; and 
thus, giving notice of his preſence, warn you 
cuſtomed to attack in the night, makes known 
his preſence by his roar. Beſides, notw¾ith- 


ſtanding the ferociouſneſs of theſe two tyrants 


of che deſerts, a loud noiſe is ſufficient to 
frighten and drive away either of them; It i is 
not ſo with the rhinoceros: he is at» once a 
| traitor whoſe coming nothing betrays; an af. 
ſaulter hem nothing terrifies; and a _— 
| eee it , Weges tre Arif 
My abode on the left bank of che river had 
enable me to traverſe the country round me; 
and 1 was now deſirous of ſeeing that on the 
other ſide. For this-purpoſe-it- vas neceſſary to 
croſs theriver, which the ſavages who viſited 


me paſſed by ſwimming. 


They had, ſhown | 


me a ford, but it was too far from. my camp; 
-h a e 4 raſt . of which I 


2 


* 
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made 
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„ ee ab 
made ulewheneverT's Whats en to the me 
wee 1 0 15 11 had 9 Ln 
| G e who had come to my camp. At 
the ſight of my vehicle they were in raptures. 
I in the mean time could not but wonder at 
the groſs ignorance and little induſtry of theſe 
different races of Africans; who, continually 
expoſed to the danger of having their bowels 
torn out by the- hippopotami, or of being 
drowned when they croſs rivers that are over- 
| flowed, are perhaps the only ſavages upon the 
face of the earth who ee invented 
fome ſort of canoe. ET 
EF paſſed the river on my raft lt Klaas 
and the-two: Caminouquas. We had ſcarcely 
landed, when a diſtreſſing ſpectacle met our 
eyes: it was the carcaſe of a man half · devoured 
by a lion, with a bloody aſſagay by his ſide. 
By his clothes, and what remained of his face, 
the two ſtrangers recognized one of their com- 
rades; who had been miſling a week from his 
| kraal, whence he had ſet. out alone to viſit me, 
The footſteps of the wild beaſt were eaſily di- 
ſtinguiſhed on the ground. He had defended 
n againſt | it for ſome time, and bad even 


. 
1 


die unfortunate .ebaſgquerices of theinferiotity | 


= rae tn wear 
| Wendel is eee farts added 
ſpear; but he had at length fallen: ſuch ar 


men withiaut fire-arms Have in theſe combats. / 
We paid the laſt duties 16 his ſad remaina 
that is to ſay, we covered his entrails and what 
. temainied of his mangled body with a heap-of 
8 ones. After this ceremony, which made 4 

point bf performing with them, they left me, 
io carry the news. of the mauruful event ta 
their comrades; and I, grieving at having 


Ps been, though very innocen ntly, the-involuntary * 


cauſe of the death of a human being, gave up 
wy: ſcheme 15 eee and ee to wu” 

1 had lobes Ate every IS boch den 
dantong offered POE the re 


prey wh of my cattle was an obſtacle. 


Obliged to feed upon a kind of graſs to icht 


ſolute ſkeletons. I never went to ſee them 


they were utaceuſtomed, they had become ab. 


| Without being filled wich deſpair, Thoſe ef 
try people who had been ſent to guard them, 

bo were relieved and returned to the 
| | 


„ ErKSATtET: a5 

eanip; which was done! at the end of every 
| week; ſcarcely ever failed to inform me, that: 
ſome of them were dead. I had reſided at the 
river five weeks, hoping that we ſhould expe- 
rience rain to reſtore che verdure of the graſs 4 
and during the whole of that period it had 
rained but _— and Ghar Gags 
to lay the duſt. : 1173 

In the mean iimeths ſro eee 150 h 
had begun, the month of November was r 
hand, and the earth every where burnt up leſt 
me no more hope. My Hottentots themſelves, 

cuſtomed than they to contemplate the futur, 
and more intereſted in the inevitable ills that 
rounded with infuperable obſtacles, I ſaw the 
time approaching, when it would be as difficult 
forme to return to the Cape as to purſue m 
journey. In vain were my thoughts employed 
day and night in the invention of means to en - 
trieate myſelf from · my difficulty: but whether 
I remained, or whether I departed, I faw no- 
thing but death and deſtruction on every ſide. 
e 1 5 n thele MAN we 
_ El 
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I had many times remarked; that: e 
the 1ky appeared cloudy around us, about 
twenty-four hours after ihe river conſtantly | 
roſe five or ſix inches, and did "Oe its 


| former level for ſome days. 


The conſtant conj junction of theſe two hs 


5 ane do otherwiſe than ſtrike me; and 1 


concluded from them, that the river had its 
fource in ſome chain of mountains, Whither 
tlie clouds: were carried that paſſed over my | 
head, and where they diſſolved. My excurſions | 
on the right ſide of the river confirmed this 
conjecture. Frequently, aſcending the moun= 
tains, I had perceived others which extended 
like an amphitheatre j and, riſing ſtill more and 
more as they receded, were loſt at a diſtance... 
My perſpective glaſs. had even ſhown. me, 
that, whenever we had clouds in the zenith, 
it rained in the chain to the north - eaſt ; and, in 
that caſe, I was certain the next "ay of ſeaing. * 
an augmentation of the rive. | 
What would I have given to . fo | 
"i on thoſe diſtant mountains, which ex. 
perienced not the drought by which we were 
periſhing! But how ſhould I get chither 1 
1957 Os n their . per- 
DES; Op _ haps 


* 
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beste might flill want graſs· N glaſs at 
| teaft ſhowed me only a parched ſutface, with- 
Out either wood or verdure. Thus, to what- 
ever ſide I directed my views, I perceived no- 
thing but ſubjects of diſeouragement. Tet it 
vas neceſſary to come to ſome determination, 
and to extricate myſelf from the deſperate 
anden n bin Es placed. 889 
' Waſted as my oxen were, every og told 
as! I muſt no longer reckon upon them, but 
conſider them as dead. Thus deſtitute of 
cattle, my only reſource was to endeavour to 
preſerve my effects, my people, and my other 
dameſtic animals. If I left theſe in the camp, 
I was certain the men would not want food; 


F 


and the known fidelity of Swanepoel was a 


ſyfficient fecurity for my waggons. In the 
mean time I could be abſent a fe weeks, tra- 
verſe the country beyond the river, and there 
traffic with the different people I ſhould find . 
for cattle to recruit my tem. 

This excurſion alſo would allow me to beck | 
fo giraffes, and perhaps to kill ſome; and fo 
great a pleaſure would at leaſt recompenſe me 
for the fatigue and expence of a diſaſtrous 8 
Ae undertaken at an improper ſeaſon. 
| or. II. bb 1 N 
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I fixed my Jeparpare for the 28th < OY 
"oy and ſet off, attended by eight of my 
fuſileers, among whom was Klaas Baſter, and 
eight Nimiquas who agreed to accompany me. 
All the reſt of my former caravan remained at 
the camp, under the command of Swanepoel. 
My new one was compoſed of four dogs; my 
ape Kees; two horſes; ſix oxen, which I had 
hired to carry my effects, my proviſion, and 
even ſome inſtruments, ſuch as my compaſs 


and quadrant; and eighteen perſons: for 


Bernfry had requeſted to travel with us; and, ü 
to ſay the truth, I was as well pleaſed to have 
him with me, as to leave him near my camp 

| when I was not there myſelf. | Ei 
We croſſed the river on the raft, 1 tra- 
velled along its bank towards its ſource, hop- 


ing we ſhould ſee ſome GR: led to Bac the 
want of drink. 


The Nimiquas, who Fs the ee 


viſed me, after a march of ſix hours, to en- 
camp; and to quit the river the next day, 
in the a en of nn giralles in the 
pn 

During the nicht, we were diſturbed. 1 the 
roaring of three lions; one of which even 


» * 


* 


Are ©. "ny 


- wane ſo near us, that one of my people faw 

him, This alarm, by diſturbiug our ſleep, 
| enabled us to 155 ol earlier than uſual in the 
DEG. EV e324 

Though I had two boten, 1 ue on 2 ; 
like the reſt, for fear of fatiguing them; and I 
wanted to preſerve their ſtrength for any oc- 
eaſion of hunting that might offer: Left to 
* themſelves, at full liberty, they quietly fol- 
lowed the caravan, without ever wandering 


from it, unleſs to ſeek prickly cucumbers, 
Which were the only nouriſhment that could | 


be procured for them. 
During a part of the j journey, this kind of 
food was every where to be ſeen in ſufficient 
plenty: but, as we got farther from the river, 
it became more ſcarce. At length it totally 
| failed; and the want of herbage was ſo great, 

that I have ſeen them, what ſcarcely any one 
will believe, yet the fact is certainly true, 
greedily ſeize the dung that fell from our oxen, 
and fight over the excrementitious remains of 
the digeſted graſs. 125 

On the ſecond day we were old, as on 
che firſt, to travel ſix long leagues towards the 


| weſt; and came to encamp near a ſpring, 
| R 5 which, 


R » 


' EF 


24 TRAVELS IN 
wich; ag from the foot of ſome rockt, 
and adorned with verdure e its banks, afs 
forded a pleaſant ſituatio. £453 

Juſt as I arrived at the ſpring, a: Soon 
was drinking at it, I fired, and killed it; and 
from this circumſtance I called the WEIR Se- 
creia- y-Fountain. 55 GR, 

The Dutch have given this bird the name ef 
 fecretaris (ſecretary), on account of a bunch of : 
. quills-behind its head; for in Holland; derks, 
when interrupted in their writing, ſtick their 
pen in their hair behind the right ear, and 
to this the tuft of the bird bears ſeme r 
ſemblance, © 

Buffon, ſpeaking of ihe euer 32 ey 
it has not been long known at the Cape; fince; 
he adds, neither Kolben, nor other writers 
© after him, who have deferibed the productions 
of that country, make any mention of it. This 
is advancing a falſe aſſertion, and t we 
by another equally untrue. . | | 
Ahe ſecretary i is known in the colonies both 
| by the name of ſecretaris, and by that of lang. 
vreeter. Kolben ſpeaks of it under the latter 


appellation ; and he certainly knew it, at leaſt! 


from. the report a N ſinee he gives an 
e E 8 | accurate 


„ee oa 
rate account of all its various kinds of 


78 It is true, in his deſeription he tranflates the 
Dutch word Nang- vreeter by the French word 


#flican, aud conſequently makes one ſpecies 


only of two very different ones. But Kolben | 
was no naturalift; and his Work includes To 


many errors, that it would be ſurpriſing if this 


Md' not occur in it. I have been more ſur- 


priſed, I confeſs, that none of e our modern na- l 


turaliſts, even they who ſpeak of the ſecretary 
moſt at large, have taken any notice of three 
blunt bony protuberances, which it has at the 
bend and laſt articulation of its wings; though 
they are infinitely leſs conſpicuous 4 in Us 
JE: or kamichi, 7 90 nn 

This omiſſion I have thought Aba par” 
denn! in Buffon, who has hot deſeribed the 
bird from the accounts of others, but from an 
individual which he bad before his eyes, and 


which, I believe, was in the collection of Mau- 


duit. Vet the circumſtance is eſſential, ſince 
it takes from the ſecretary one of its principal 
diſtinguiſhing characters; and theſe protube- 
rances conſtitute beſides part of the weapons of 


. . ate this 


: 
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this bird! as 1 ſhall ſoon have occaſion'to ob. | 


ſerve. © wht 
I muſt allow myſelf another remark on what 
Buffon has ſaid. According to him, the ſe- 
cretary differs from rapacious birds by its timid 
diſpoſition and this, he ſays, is ſo great that, | 
when attacked by its enemies, it has no re- 
5 ſource but flight. This is a miſtake. They 
Who have had opportunities of ſtudying this 
© bird know, that, living chiefly on reptiles, it 
is continually at war with them, ſeeking. them 
eevery where and attacking them with courage. 
In proof of this aſſertion, I appeal to Quer- 

hoent, and I ſhall add the following c 

Which I Was myſelf a witneſs. . 


* 
% 
- 


Deſcending from a mountain'to a 8 | 

I perceived/almoſt peryendicularly beneath me 

a bird riſing and ſtooping very rapidly, with 

very extraordinary motions. Though 1 was 

| well acquainted with the ſecretary, and had 
killed ſeveral in the country af Natal, it was 
impoſſible for me in my vertical ſituation to 
diſtinguiſh this, though I ſuſpected it from its 
actions: and having found means of approach- 
ing ba near * under HOVE, of ſome rocks, 


8 n 
ATE „ | e hy 


14 : 


: * 
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without” ky! and At oy perceived, 
T'faw'it' Was es one ſighting Wis a fer- 
pent. 10 Piet F£GC | 
The battle was „ 5 conducted 
| with equal addreſs on both ſides. But the ſer- 
pent, feeling the inferiority of his ſtrength, em- 
ployed, in his attempt to flee and regain his 
hole, that cunning which is aſcribed to him; 
While tlie bird, gueſſing his deſign, ſtopped him 
on a ſudden, and cut off his retreat, by placing 
herſelf before him at a ſingle leap.” On what- 
ever ſide the reptile endeavoured to make his 
eſcape, his enemy ſtill appeared before him. 
Then uniting at once bravery and cunning, be 
erected himſelf boldly to intimidate the bird; 
and, hiſſing dreadfully, diſplayed his menacing 
throat, inflamed 105 and a head ſwelled with 
rage anid'venom; - 1 
Sometimes this MER appearance Pro» 
duced a momentary ſuſpenſion of hoſtilities: 
but the bird ſoon returned to the charge; 


and, covering her body with one of her wings 


as a buckler, ſtruck her enemy with the bony | 7 
|  protuberances of the other, which, like little 


elubs, ſerved the more effectually to knock him 
down; as he raiſed himſelf to the blow. 1 


ball | R 4 | ; {aw 
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ſaw. him at. laſt ſiagzer and falls tha, bb, 

| queror then fell upon bim t0 diſpatch him 
and with one ſtroke of her n laid open his 
| Kull. 85180 as g 1155 Die 
08k; the _ alas ag ee obſerva- . 


tions to make, | I killed her. 6 1 n her raw, for 75 


this bird has one, though no perſon has noticed 
it, 1 found on diſſection eleven pretty large 8 
lizards ; three ſerpents as long as my arm; 
eleven ſmall. tortoiſes, very entire, ſeveral of 
which were about two inches in diameter; and 
a number of locuſts. and other inſects, moſt of 
which were ſuffreiently whole to be worth pre= 
ſerving and adding to my collectian. The 
| bzards, ſerpents, and torioiſes, had all eaves 
ide blow on the head from the bea. 
I obſerved too that, beſide this male of food, 
| the craw contained a ſort of ball, as large as the 
egg of a gooſe, formed of the vertebr of ſer- 
pents and lizards devoured before, ſhells of little 
tortoiſes, and wings, claws, and ſhields of dif- 
ferent kinds of beetles; When this ind igeſtible 


| maſs becomes too large, the ſecretary, no doubt, 


like pkg birds of prey, vomits and brings it 
However, from the ſuperabundanf quan- 

E of aliment eontained in the craw of the one | 

| 1 ne” 
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1 Abel, cee ds that excited 
it to attack the ſerpent in the flough, but i any 


en hatred and antipathy for reptiles. 


.+ This antipathy is an ineſtimable advantage, | 
in a climate which aſtoniſhingly favours: the 


multipligatiom of an infinite nutnber of noxious 


and venomous animals. Under this point of 


view, the ſecretary is really a, benefit from the 


hand of nature and indeed - its utility, and the 


ſerviges it,pexfarms, are ſo. well known, at the | 
Cape and-its,cnvirons, that the Hottentots: and 


planters never kill it, but reſpect its life, as the 
Duteh do that of ne feed the Egyptians 


: that of the ibis, 51 14 90 10 blies bad 3 


„The, ſeeretaty. is eaſily; ee and when 


domeſtieated will eat any kind of food, dreſſed 


ar raw. If well fed, it not only lives on 
amicable terms with the poultry, but, if it ſees 
any quarrel, will rumd part the combatants 
and reſtore order. It is true, if pinched with 


hunger, it will take cars of itſelf, and fall wit ⸗ 


aut ſeruple on the ducklings and chickens. But 


this abuſe of confidence, if I may ſo ſpeak, is 
but the effect of imperious want, and the pure 


and ſimple exerciſe: of that neceſſity, which 


x * . — 
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" Figorouſly devotes one half of what has breath 
to ſatisfy the appetite of the other. 


I have ſeen theſe tame ſecretaries in ſeveral 


plantations. They commonly lay two or three 
eggs, nearly as large as thoſe of a gooſe, and 
as White as thoſe of a hen. Tlie young re- 
main a long time in the neſt, becauſe, their 
Tegs being long and flender, they cannot eaſily 
ſupport chemſelves. Even at the age of four 
months they may de ſeen unable to walk with 
out reſting on the heel, which gives them a 
| very'awkward appearance. However, as their 
_ 1065 are mot ſo long, and their claws not ſo 
crooked, as thoſe of other rapacious birds, chey 
walk with more eaſe chan theſe. + Accordingly, 
when they are ſeven months old, and have at- 
tained their full growth and fize, they diſplay 
much grace and eaſe in their motions, Which 
well accord with their ſtately figure. Voſmaer 
kept a ſecretary for ſome time at the Hague; 
and he vrrote on the bird, from the obſervations 
-  which' this living ſpecimen enabled him to 
make. Buffon, quoting the Dutch naturaliſt, 
a after him: : When the painter was em- 
TE 900 in TR it, . bird drew near 
ores 8 EAN chim. 
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kim, locked anteritively: upon lis paper, 
4 ſtretched out its neck, and erected the fea- 

4 thers of its head, as if it admired its figure. 
It often came, with its wings raiſed and its 
head e to obſerve N what 

was doing. | 
be inſtinct and natural ques of the ſe- 
erkhry are ſufficiently intereſting beyond queſ- 
tion, not to oblige its hiſtorian to impute to it 
an admiration of the art of drawing, and a fort 
of pride at ſeeing itſelf delineated. If that f 
Voſmaer came up to him, ſtretching out its 
neck, and erecting its creſt, I am perſuaded it 
was neither from curioſity nor rapture, but 
ſolely from a ſort of habit common to many 
other birds. We know that moſt, when do- 
meſticated and become familiar, love to have 
tlieir heads ſcratched; that this tickling gives 
mem pleaſure; and that they approach every 
one who comes near, ſtretching « out their necks 
by way of making known their deſire. This 
„ 525 be daily ſeen in n in e wad 
* The ſecretary is to be met with in al the OY 
Plains near the Cape. I have found it on the 
1 2 70 along the coaſt, i in Caffraria, and even 


MF 2 


25% 3 TRAVELS 1 
very far within the country. But onthe weſty 
| though that part of Africa has deſerts ſtill more 
parched than any on the eaſtern ſide, and of 
courſe affords the different kinds of food ſuited 
to it, I have ſeen it no where beyond the 
country of the Greater Nimiquas. I ſhall ſay 
but one word more on this intereſting creature. 
Its bill is not gallinaceous, as Voſmaer ſays*, 
but that of a rapacious bird: and it has not, 
as Buffon ſays, the leg bare of feathers like 
thoſe of a ſhore-bird. For the reſt. refer iq 
8 my Ornithology, where I ſhall one; a. more 15 
minute account of the ſeeretary. Ms 
;\Chelp. particulars reſpecting Avery iter | 
| ing bird, I am perſuaded, will ſufficiently, Jute. 
tify the motives that induced me to give its 
name to the ſpring near which we encamped, 
We ſpent the night there. The next day four i 
ſavages; coming to it to drink, recollected my 
guides, with whom they were acquainted, and 
invited me to their. horde, which they faid way 


* We have not Voſmaer, but we apprehend Vaillant 
confounds him here with Sonnerat. Buffon ſays: * on- 
4 nerat is miſtaken. when he reckons the bill of the ſrere- 
* 2 tary gallinaceous ; which is the more ſtrange, 28 that * 
« turaliſt remarks that the bird itlelf_ is N N 
Buff. E vol. vii. p. oa — * 50 | 
7257 | L t | 
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6 journey off it moſt. La- 


cepted their invitation, and having ſent two ef 
them on before with Klaas Baſter, to give no- 
8 tice of my coming, I ſet forward: but the plain 
was ſo troubleſome to travel over, that i it {took 
us up eight hours to paſs it. 

When I drew near, the chief, a "r<pcahle 


old man, came to meet me, accompanied by 


part of his horde, according to cuſtom. Aſter 


the due compliments had paſſed between us, 
he made me a preſent of a couple of ſheep for 
my company, and while they were dreſſing "Ws 


went to viſit the kraal. At every hut to which” 
. Teame, I heard the words, tabacana matte, (give 


me ſome tobacco): I anſwered deip matte, (give 


me ſome milk); for I was ſo thirſty from my 
journey, that I would at the time have pre- 


ferred a bowl of milk to ten oxen. My re-. 
queſt was complied with readily. Several 
cows were driven to my tent, which I had 


milked as I ſtood by, and deliciouſly quenched 


my thirſt with the ſweer ſalubrious fluid, | ; 


which often was my only nutriment. 
The old man had not quitted me a moment; 
and I availed myſelf of his company to obtain 


all the JO be could give reſpecting | 
9 | 3 | — 


* 
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wee country. At en bh pertz did dieb lig 
ite opportunity of ſpeaking to me of his 
troubles. He was not far from the river; 
| + where hippopotami abounded; and he and his 
| Eompanions would have been very glad to pro- 
eure ſome occaſionally for food : but, though 
they had digged holes, and ſet traps for them, 
| along the ſhore, they had never been able to 
catch more than three during the two years 
they had dwelt there. Thecreatures, he ſaid, were 
too cunning for them; though he had no doubt 
but I, with my fuſees, of the effects of which 
be had heard, might have as many as I pleaſed. 
Bauch an obſervation was an indirect requeſt 
for me to render the horde a ſervice. It gave 
me an opportunity of making myſelf friends; 
and, had not the diſtreſs of my ſituation im- 
poſed this on me as à matter of neceſſity, 1 
would: have done it from 2 W to ſerve 
theſe poor ſavages. e 
I reſolved, therefore, to ſor off the next day. 
the afternoon, ſpend the night near the: river, 
and begin the chace the following morning at 
"the peep of dawn. I took with me all my - 
| hunters. A party of the horde followed, with 
| ſome pack-oxen for Sch the fruits of 
our 


a 
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out ſport; and at ge 180 bene 
in motion. | | | 
+Half of our company [paſſed the: Py: by 
ſfwimming, while the other half remained on 
my ſide. When the ſwimmers had gained 
e oppoſite bank, they ſeparated into two 
parties, one of which went a certain way up che 
Liver, and the other down. We did the ſame 
on my ſide. The four parties thus included a 
part of the river three quarters of a league in 
extent. I remained alone in the centre = theſe 
who were to beat for the game. 


At an appointed ſignal, all were ee to 


ſet out from their poſts, and advance ſlowly 
towards me, ſome ſhouting aloud, others oc- - 
caſionally firing their pieces, in order to drive 
towards me the hippopotami that might be in 
that part of the river. They found eight; and 
all the parties being aſſembled at the common 
centre, patience and addreſs only were TREE 
to, our purpoſe. : 
In a ſhort time we had e ſeveral. 
Two were even killed; and the peoplę of the 
horde were enraptured with joy. But ſome 
of them going into the river to drive the dead 
ones aſhore, one of the ſwimmers received a 
* ICS Wt | ſtroke 


0 _ hippopotimi, and one had his thigh ripped up 
dy the tuſk of ariother; : Theſe actidents made 
me fear ſomething wotſe ;wherefore-I recallet 
SE all my people wand, to the great regret of the 
 Nimiquas, put an end te a hunt, which had 
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ſtroke from his facieca? cas of hs asi 


every proſpect of being more productive, but 
which 1 00k" be. agony WO. 


. 
T5 1 * mn ' J 
riſk, 5 4 % + 2 . ſh 


The 2 ofa the ay, hn pot of the 
next morning, were employed in cutting 


| 5 up the animals we had killed, and loading our 
| oxen with. hem. The ſmel that iſſued from. 
them, carried to a diſtance by-the winds; drew 


to the place numbers of hawks and vultures, 


which followed us 188 a Hog rey neee 


our Beads fe F 
The vultures appeared to me ff a new aac 
unknown ſpecies. But I attempted to ſhoot 


2 ſome of them in vain; for they kept theme - 


ſelves always out of gun-ſhot, and the report 
of my fuſee did de but nary you We . 


without return. 70 


Our arrival at the horde was i with 


18 great joy ;. and this joy was unbounded when 
it was . chat, except « few pieces for my 


"Pane | 


"pi meant to give up the whole of the 
two animals to the kraal. The chief, as a 
_ teſtimony of their gratitude, requeſted me, in 
che name of the whole, to accept a fat ox. N 
I thanked him for his offer; but, finding 
him mortified by my refuſal, I begged him to 
give me in exchange a couple of ſheep ; as at a 


time of ſcarcity. they might ſerve us for food 
on our journey. Before I left him, I made 


him a preſent of a knife; and diſtributed a few 
| dhe beads among the women. 


Jo arrive at the canton where I was in- 


| Gin I ſhould certainly find giraffes, I muſt 
paſs another horde; a few leagues diſtant from 


this, I therefore requeſted him to furniſh me | 
wick guides to it, and particularly to ſend ſome 
of his people to announce my coming. This 


was always my cuſtom: when I quitted a horde 


I procured a recommendation to that to which 
I vas going; and I had always reaſon to re- 
Jjoice at having done ſo, As ſavages have but 

few means of protecting themſelves againſt 


the rapacity of the gurious or ill-intentioned, 


when they receive viſits ſimilar to thoſe of a 
Pinar, and as I wiſhed, ee inſpire fear, the i 


4 Vor. . precau- 
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EY took to ſecure a weleonke ug 
not to be wondered denn 85 
When we left this horde, we . pad See 
tary- Fountain; and thence taking our courſe 
to the north eaſt, we arrived, after travelling 
four hours arid a half, in a parched plain, 
where the horde I ſought reſided. The kraal 
contained about a ſcore of men, who came to 
meet me; and every thing I faw had 75 5 0 | 
pearance of profound want. | 
I was ſtruck, however, Sb a i of Ai 
tinction, which I ſaw on one of the huts. It 
was completely covered with the ſkin of a 
giraffe. Knowing this quadruped, the talleſt 
on the face of the earth, only from the deſerip- 
tions and incorrect plates J had ſeen, I had no 
ſuſpicion that this was its ſkin! yet ſo it was. 
At length J was in the country it inhabited; I 
ſhould ſoon ſee living” ones; and the Wine 
drew near when 1 ſhould be recompenſed, at 
leaſt in ſome meaſure, for the TIA and miſ- 
fortunes of my journey. Y BIRTH, ee 
"The" two ſheep which I 1 with me 
would not follow us; and we had had great 
trouble to __ them as far as the kraal. That 


at 
* 14 
+ * of * 8 4 
* } | 4 ” | 


N we 


ve might not be ſo inconvenienced again, I di- 
rected them to be killed, and diſtributed them, 
wich a few pieces of the hippopotami, among 
the people of the horde. This preſent wWas 
the more valuable to them, as they had no 
other food than the milk of a few cows. On 
| quitting them, Thad the happineſs of adding 
to.it five ſpring-bock antelopes, which I killed 
on a hill about a mile from the kraal, and i im- 
mediately ſent to them. 
I could not witneſs the joy this new gift 
6 muſt have produced: but, if I may judge from 
that occaſioned by the former, and the endleſs 
thanks made me by thoſe of the horde who ac- 
| companied. me as guides, my viſit to theſe 
2 diſtreſſed creatures muſt have formed an era 
Which they would not ſoon forget, and the 
miracles of the great purveyor will be handed 
down, in the horde from generation to, gene- 
ration. r a n 
On my Ae at Canme-Riniet (Lion- 
River), 1 found it to contain ſo little water, ; 
| that we choſe j its bed for our road. The looſe | 
| ſand. with, which. it, was covered Was tireſome, 
it is true; but the buſhy trees on its banks com- 
| penſated f for yur. fatigue, by. the ſhelter they 
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aſſorded 3 
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afforded ab fibux the rays of the ſum When, 
night approached, we halted under a great mi- 


Z moſa, and after we had kindled a \ fire. we fat 
down in a Circle round it. 


On the tree was one of the vaſt 55 tee 


mentioned, forming the ſeat of a republic of 
birds. Whether they were incommoded by 


the ſmoke, or miſtodk the light of. our fire for 


e that of day, many of them flitted among the. 
branches, while others by their twittering pro- 


duced an agreeable though confuſed noiſe... 
This was a favourable opportunity for me to 
procure fome. 1 aſcended the tree, and ſlip- 


ped my hand into one of the eells: but this | 


motion, notwithſtanding all my care, having. 
ſhaken the hive, all the mhabitants took flight, 


and a prodigious: number iffucd e * ha 


holes at once. | 
However, 1 ſtill ene om "TY md; 


preſently touched ſomething, by which Lwas 

| ſeverely bitten. This ſurpriſed me, becauſe .. 
the birds that build theſe neſts, being of the 
ſame genus as the ſparrows of the Cape, coul 
not inflict a wound ſo painful: conſequentiy 


ſome ſtrange ſpecies muſt be inthe neſt, which 


| wo 1 raw GIFs te kriow:” The bite was made: 


Fl 
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1 aid x not let go, and ſoon pulled out of the neſt, 
with equal j Joy and, ſurpriſe,, two beautiful lit- 
' tle parrots, a male and a female. 2 
The preſence of theſe intruders on a foreign : 
republic Appeared to. me an inexplicable cir- 
cumſtance. The Nimiquas alone were not ſur- 
priſed at it, as they were already acquainted 
with it by experience; ; and informed me that, | 
| when the republicans have finiſhed their habi- | - 
tations, : ſometimes, hirds of another Tpecies, 
ſtronger than they, drive them out, occupy 
.their place, and-as they breed live there i in ſo- 
ciety. Thus, it is not among - mankind alone 5 
that the weak are oppreſſed, deſpoiled, and dri- 
ven from their homes: birds alſo have their IE HK 
_ 4yrants, which ſeize for their own uſe the pro- 75 
duct of the labour of others, and have equally 
arguments at command to prove they have done 
| _ that to which they had a right. va 
„Day, which compels beaſts of prey to retreat | 
to their dens, and reſtores courage to thoſe 
animals whoſe Efe! is innocent and whoſe man- 
ners are peaceful, brought back to the tree the 
flock of little parrots which the alarm of the 
night had diſperſed, They all arrived in pairs; 
and before they entered their common abode, : 
WY. FE” 3 -— they. 
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they reſted | on the branches to = What! injury 
it had ſuffered. But I obſerved that parrots only 
returned, and not one. of the original builders, 
which bad! been completely baniſhed to à bird. 

While I was reflecting 0 on this change of in- 
| habitants, one of my Nimiqua guides .came 
eagerly to, impart to me ſome information, 
VN which he imagined would be pleafing. 


; This man had ſeen me tranſported at the. 
. fight of a giraffe 8 ſkin, when with his horde; 


and he ran to inform me, that he had juſt dit. 
covered in the neighbourhood one of theſe al- 
mals under a mimoſa, browſing on its leaves. 

| Inſtantly, raviſhed with j Joy, 1 leaped on one 


; . my horſes, made Bernfry mount another, 5 


and, attended by my dogs, haſtened towards 
the mimoſa. The giraffe was not there; but 


— 


we ſaw him croſſing the plain be erde the 


welt, and we ſpurred on our horſes to over- 


take him. He trotted on lightly wirhout ex- 
5 erting himſelf in the leaſt, while we galloped 8 
after, firing occaſionally at him : however, he 
inſenſibly gained upon us; ſo that after a chace 


- of three hours, our horkes being completely | 


aut of breath, we, were obl liged tc to Op, an and 
Joon loſt ſight of him, 


1 
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This commencement appeared to me no 
favourable omen. My people had ſpoken of 
-nothing but pleaſure in hunting the giraffe. 
According to their account, it would be io more 
than-play to me; yet I found conſiderable 
difficulty i in it. This, however, was not the 
moſt vexatious idea to me at the moment. 
Our chace had ſeparated us from each other, 
is from the camp. By my, eſtimation I 
could not be leſs than five long leagues from 
it; and: to alarm me the more, the giraffe 
having made various turnings and windings 
in his flight, 1 could not tell what courſe to 
ſteer to regain it. It was noon. | I began to 
feel che calls of hunger and thirſt; and I was 
alone on a parched ſoil, expoſed to a fervid 
ſun, without the leaſt ſhelter againſt its heat, 
or proviſion to ſatisfy. my want. 

My horſe, panting for breath, was ſo Jaded 5 
as to be of no ſervice to me. I could do no-—- 
thing, therefore, but remain where 1 was, 
waiting till ſome of my people, uneaſy at my 
abſence, ſhould come in ſearch of me. But 
at ſuch a diſtance, without means of knowing 
where I was, how could I hope, that they 
dad wer 1 gred wo my 2 a fo 
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times to make Berufry hear me, who A 1 
Not be fat off, at and cee N loſt him · 
{elf allo. e nene e Mace 
Now and then I A Pe vituſe paſs over 
my head; and I killed a few, as much to paſs 
away the time às to ſatisf my hunger“ By 
means of the pan of my gun, and at the e! - 
pence of one of my ſlee ves which ſerved me 
For tinder, I nbc to! 3 Nh 4 a ey | 
ed my birds. en PER OATS a ann 
Though this cep d me two lo 1 3 
ad not PRs my making melancholy re- 
| flectlons. How tedicuſſy do the minutes paſs 
in fuch fituations ! Ar length, when 1 found it | 
Vas five Oclock by my Watch, and ſaw my+ 
| Telf obliged to ſpend the night there, expoſed 
to the attacks of wild beafts, 1 began te employ 
What day-light remained in collecting alt the 
5 briifhwood round, to keep up a lire gücivg ches 
"Right. | 4 © 13/3 DEIRv on h ee 0176 , 
"This precaution was unneceſſary. Tue ma- 
ment when J maſt deſpaired of ſuccur, I fan: 
cied 1 heard at a diſtanee che report of guns, 
1 need not expreſs the joy & felt at this Geri, 
3 anſwered by firing both the barrels of my 
de In a rm by ſome of m] 
e W 
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people, 3 . Mas, ee ks had . 
come: in [ſearch of me. In a. ſhort time 1 
heard their vdices; they were not long before 
they joined me, aud een them to- 
wards my camp. 
We had yet ame id travel two . 
| Fare night, and then we encamped under 
ſome aloes, which we found in our way. 
SgScarcely had we kindled our 5 when we 


perecived others on the mountain. Theſe my 
people afcribed to the Boſhmen; and they fear- 


ed that ours, by betrayingus, wauld expoſe us 
to the attack of theſe formidable neighbaurs. 


0 But we were ſtrong enough to have nathing f 8 
10 e ee eee to roſt 1 | 


Ee oo 14 09004 nolkn; 


ne ä 3 
 pariyan. I ſaw five more giraſfes, to which . 


we gave chace; but they employed ſo many 
wiles, that, after we had hunted them the whole 
1 they Fare us Faroe favour: of the 
3 1575 

I Was . at this bad HR but "ow 


alice me moſt was, that I was on the point. 


ol being wholly deftitute of proviſion, having 


13 ehe to ſupply. I had but 


70 


. | | „ a few. 
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a ſew pounds of thefleth of ner 
left; I had juſt loſt two days in uſeleſs endea- 
vours to procure food; and I had reaſon to 
5. fear, that thoſe which followed would not be 
more fortunate. I then regretted my refuſal 
of the ox offered by the Nimiqua chief: for, 
fortune ſhould not favour me in the chace 
next day, I ſhould be obliged to kill one 
of my own. Luckily I was ſucceſsful; and 

the next day, vchich was the tenth of Novem- 
ber, was one of the happieſt of my life, the 
moſt valuable in my travels, and that Which 
| 1: recall to mind n the. eur * 

. tion. Ene 
ee 3 whos i luigi in 1 
f of finding ſome kind of game to furniſh us 
with food. After walking ſome hours, on 
turning a hill we perceived ſeven giraffes, which 
my dogs inſtantly attacked. Six took flight 
together; the ſeventh, intercepted by mY ain 
- fled a: different way. 

\_  Bernfry was on foot, Ling his horte by 
che bridle. In the twinkling of an eye he 
Was in the ſaddle, and ſet off in purſuit of the 
_ fix. 1 followed the other full ſpeed; but, in ſpite 

of the OM of my horſe, the giraffe ſo far 
Nik i EL. ee AY weine 8 
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our TA me, chat on turning a little kill bs 
Was out of bedr, and I gave up the purſuit. 
. My dogs, however, ſoon came up with bim; - 
To'that he was obliged to ftop to defend Him- 
ſelf. From the place where I was I heard them 
bark with all their frrength; the ſound ap- 
2 peared” to me to continue at the ſame-ſpot; 
whence T concluded, that they had the animal 
at bay, and If ſpurred wy borſe perm vs t 
wards them. e e 
I had fearce turned the killock; when I 0 | 
ceived him furronnded'by the dogs, and en- 
deayouring by forcible kicks to drive them 
off. I had only the trouble to alight, and 
brought him to the ground with a ſingle ſhot. 
92 Delighted with my victory, I returned to 
| call my people, that the animal might be ſkin- 
3 ned and cut to pieces. While I was looking 
for them, I ſaw Klaas Baſter, who with cager- | 
neſs made ſigns to me, which at firſt I did not 
underſtand. Looking, however, towards the 
A ſpot to which he pointed, I perceived with 
ſurpriſe a giraffe ſtanding under a large ebony 
tree, and aſſailed by my dogs. Suppoſing it 
to be another, I ran towards it; but it was the 
one I had Jute before ſhot, which had in reality 
| "I N 5 225 recovered 
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: recovered its feet z-but the. moment I was pe- 
Pating te fre at it a ſecod ene, 
| down dead. en fot ts 525 
Who a believe ther ſchon 1 
ſhould, excite tranſports in my mind bordering. 
on madneſs? Troubles, fatigues, preſſing wants, 
uncertainty of the future, and ſometimes diſ- 
guſt of the paſt, diſappeared together: all fled 
at the fight of this new prize, IL could not 
| fatisfy my eyes. with contemplating f Mean 
ſured its immenſe, height. My eyes turned 
with aſtoniſhment from the animal deſtroyed to 
be inſtrument of deſtructien. I. called. and 
called again my people one after another: and 
though anyone of them could; have done a6 
much, though we had killed animals ef greater 
bulk, and much more dangerous, I Was the 
-Arſt to kill this; with this I Was about to en- 5 
rich natural hiſtery; I was about to deſtroy 
romance, and eſtabliſh a truth in my turn. 
All my people ran up, and cangratulated me 
on my exploit. Bernfry alone remained be- 
4 bead. In vain, did I urge him on wich my 
voice and adions. He had fallen from his 
| horſe, bruiſed bis ſhoulder, and walked Nlowly, 
ee in beaſt bpathe we, erk 
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tw tent ho told me of his fall. I without 
attending to what he ſaid; without conſidering. 
that he might want help, ſpoke to him of my 
victory. He pointed to his ſnoulder: I pointed 
to my giraffe. I was ſo intoxicated with joy. 

that 1 eee e N geg of wounds 

of my o. 2 £14.00 4 

= Have airexdy given. fome- account of the 
manners and inftina of the giraffe, and I ſhall 
fay ſomething” more. I have brought a ſkin 
inte Europe; and if the apartments occupied 
by an individual were not too low for the 


beight of ſuch an animal, I would have 


ſtuffed this fkin, ſo as to exhibit to the cu- 
nous 3 faithful ee nen, 
natural ſtate. 

It remains for me to recite als prevautions. 
- Jacks in flaying it; to preſerve its coat as en- 
tire and uninjured as poſſible; The account - 
may be uſeful to other travellers, who, propo- 
fing like me to traverſe the country of giraffes, 
may defire like me to bring away their ſpoils. 
The curious who have ſeen the one in my poſ- 


. 


ſeſſion; which, though it has been hung up 


eareleſsly in my cabinet for ſeven yeurs, aſto- 


niſhed them by being ſo freſh and entire; have 


aſked me many eee en de ſubectt The 
1 . . „ 


* 
: , 
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particular 1 am going EE „ 
ale queſtions at once ; and the account 


as the giraffe. Ne 15 18 
+ My firſt nr killed 
was to take all its dimenſions with great 


ducing my delign by an appropriate ſcale to 


my people were employed in ſupf PO 


_"flcrant parts as L drew: them. n yi . 
To ſay the truth, this operation eee * ; 


them long. Dying with hunger (for they as 


well as myſelf chad; eaten nothing for ſix · and- 
rhirty hours), they ſighed for the moment when 


it would be finiſhed,” that they might feaſt on 


the animal. Already, that they might diſſec 
3 it more quickly, ſeveral of them were whetting 
heir knives on the ſtones. But, as it was my 


: ela to preſerve the Kin, I meant to take 
it off myſelf, and not leave it to them to hack 


and cut to pieces. In vain did they regueſt 


me to give it up, aſſuring me, that I ſhould 
find plenty af others: but 1 Was not to be 


duped by this language prompted by hunger; 
e 9 Firſt, 


te proceſs will be received with more pleaſures 
45 lt ie applicable to n. ee eee : 


racy, and then to make a drawing of it, re- 


the proper meaſures. While I be | 


MF: 2 
— 
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| Fieft 1 divided che ſkin onthe” dart 


of the body, from the anus to the lower lip, 


The lip 1 did not touch; becauſe that part, 
being of a ſofter texturt than the reſt, would 
chrink more in drying if it were divided, which . 


would disfigure the animal, if at any time an 


attempt ſhould be made to give it its natural 
form. After this inciſion, I made four others, 


one on the inſide of each leg, aſcending from 


the hoof to the belly, and terminating in the firſt. 
This previous operation being performed, 


nothing remained but to flay the animal; on 


which buſineſs J employed ſome of my people 
with their ſharpened knives, I took care, hows | 
ever, that the head and hoofs ſhould. remain 


annexed to the ſkin. This part of the buſineſs 


alſo I took upon myſelf, ſeparating the head 
from the ſpine at the upper joint of the neck, 
and the hoofs from the bones of the leg. While 


Ewas at work, my Nimiquas went tocut wood, 


und kindled a fire for our culinary operations. 


As they were fetching wood, they found a 


Spring, to which I ordered the {kin to be con- 
eyed, that it might be cleaned of the blood 


and other filth; and then relinquiſhed the body 


of the animal to my hungry companions. 
Niet b 8 | 8 | % Box. Klaas, : 
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_ occaſioned remain, even after the ſkkin has 
wetted with water; for what has been 

- tended with too much violenee will never aſtes 
{Eg Yecover its -ptoper tone. However dexterous 0 
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Kass evet attentive, ever thinking wc, ; 


| "ent off à few flices which, be brought 46 


me when broiled atid- J found them ex- 
bellent. He alſo laid the ſhin - bones on che 
fired. Their marrow, as: white and firm as the 
fat of mutton, was tfuly delicious. I had never 
ſeen any ſo fine, and much regretted that I had 

no bread to make 4 toaſt. I melted a certain 
quantity, however, with which 1 filled che 
1 bladder, and which afterwards ſerved 2 
ine a long time to dreſs flices of the fleſh. © 
After dinner I reſumed my work. Klaas 
nad levelled and cleaned a piece of ground 
about twenty feet ſquare. On this I cauſed 


he ſkin to be ſtretehed out, and en its 


edges with large ſtone. 
The planters in theſe caſes uſe rata vols 


BE which they thruſt through the ſxin to keep it 
forcibly ſtretehed; but this is a faulty methad 
tür che ſkin dries with an uneven edge, and, 


when it is wanted for uſe, the appendages tm | 


the naturaliſt may be, he cannot remedy theſe 
* 5 0 N f 2 
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1 difficulties when he attempts to put | 


the ſkin into form; and the ſtuffed figure thus 
made, winch he. places in his cabinet, very . 
little reſembles the animal it is intended to re- 
preſent. ORs: 
I had now to dryt the ſkin of my giraffe, re- 
move its greaſe, and deſtroy every fermenta- 
tive cauſe capable of rotting or damaging. it. 
With this deſign I directed large fires to be 
made, that I might have plenty of aſhes. Theſe KJ 
aſhes I ſtrewed over the ſkin, taking care that 
they covered it equally and completely. In. 
this ſtate it remained a whole night; and, for 


fear ſome hyæna ſhould come in the dark and 
devour part of it, I pitched wy tent cloſe: to 


: my treaſure, 


be diſſection of the head and hoofs em- 
Ployed me all the next day, becauſe I would 
receive no aſſiſtance but that of Klaas. The 


| hoofs gave me little trouble; but with the head 


it was otherwiſe. '- With. regard to the latter, 


4 we firſt began by raiſing the ſkin of the cheeks 
and jaws, and removing the fleſh underneath, 


the place of which, we ſupplied by wadding, 
to reſtore and preſerve the ſhape. The eyes 
were treated in much the ſame way. After 

Vor. . baving 
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having taken out the ball of che eye, . 
its orbit with hot aſhes, I filled the cavity with 
wadding to ſupport the eyelids, 1 ee I Rs 
The moſt difficult operation was the extrac=. 
tion of the brain, which in the giraffe is of 
conſiderable bulk; and this perplexed me 
much, as I was unwilling to admit either ſrac- 
ture or inciſion; in the ſkull./ At length the 
idea fuggeſted itſelf to me of ſucking it up as. 
it were by degrees. This we accompliſhed, by 
means of a wire which I armed at the point with: 
a tuft of hairs taken from the kroſſes of my | 
| Hottentots, and which, thus converted into a 
bruſh, was introduced 1 into the bony: receptacle 
of the brain, When the ſkull was emptied, I 
filled it with hot aſhes. The forepart of the 
head, from the noſtrils to thofe bony excreſ- 15 
cences 1 have elſewhere mentioned, which form 
ind of horns for the animal, required no- 
thing to be done to it, ſince it was not flelby 7 7 Þ 
ſo that it-wanted only drying. 
From time to time I l the aſhes or 
the ſkin : I even kept up large fires far ſeveral: 
days following, merely for the ſake” of the 
aſhes. Theſe operated at once by the joint: 
: aQtion of their deliccative- and alkaline pro- 
7 1 _ 1 pertles, 


this I have ſeen confirmed among them by 


Ar RIC A „ 
pertles, and ſucceeded with gi pare, 
may be ſeen in my cabinet. 

I eannot ſay ſo much for the common x ſalt, 
which the planters uſe on ſimilar occaſions. In 
: my opinion, to ſalt a ſkin is to ſpoil it: and 


——_ ® 
m_—_ 


experience. Beſide that ſalt does not pre- 
vent certain inſects from coming to depoſit 
their eggs in them, and injuring the hair; it 
pteſerves a certain degree of humidity, and 
conſequently a germ of deſtruQion, which 155 
never fails to take effect during the paſſage by 
ſea, or if it remain long on board a veſſel. 
Before 1 brought the ſkin of a giraffe into 
Ebrope. one had arrived in Holland; but, hav- 
ing been put into ſalt, it was ſpoilt; as indeed 
it was before it left the Cape. 
With reſpect to the ſkeleton of this animal, 
which makes part of the collection at the. 
Hague, a writer, who is no naturaliſt, ſays; i in 
the Journal de Paris, May 26, 1788, that he 
_ law-there a ſkin entire, with the ſkeleton f 
the beautiful quadruped to which it belonged. 
The ſkeleton indeed exiſts: but, the ſkin be⸗ 
ing ſpoilt; a ſpecimen or ſample of it only 
is neden ſhewn to the curious. I have | 
ity 5 2 | no 
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no doubt but the author, ſeeing | it thus, julged 
. of the whole by the part ſhewn'to him. 
I ſeveral times examined this beautiful ſkele- 
ton, on my return from Africa, as well as the re- 
maine of the pretended ſkin, which I can venture 
to affirm is compoſed of different parts, moſt of 
which are ſo ſpoilt, that it would be impoſſible 
to cover the animal again with it. If Voſmaer, 
che ſuperintendant of the collection, has writ- 
- ten on the giraffe, aſſuredly it was not in con- 
ſequence of the knowledge he obtained from 
this ſhapelefs ſkin, but from books or converſa- 
tion with perſons well informed. As a proof 
of my aſſertion, I may appeal to the firſt en- 
geraving which he publiſhed of this animal, 
-which he afterwards corrected from what I faid 


on my PH 11 e yo eee which Abe 
tan. 


1 eilte n we 250 as al kibrace 
| A with cloven feet uſually 'do. Like 
them, too, it crops the graſs; though feldom, 
becauſe paſture is ſcarce in the country it in- 
habits. Its ordinary food is the leaf of a fort 
5 of mimoſa, called by the natives lanaap, and 
puy che planters 0hnel. dburn. The tree being 
peculiar t to the ö gow gen only my 5 
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. Dep, be. 2 reaſon Why it takes up is 
abode in it, and why it is nt; ſcen in e 
_ Kegions of the ſouth of Africa. where the 
. tree ders: apt grow. This, however, is but a 
ee gangeRure, and which the penn af the 7 | 
| angientpſeemita gootmadit,. a 25 
- ax Ttachead ng Ns . 
Lemm of it. body. *Ihs mouth. is ſmall: its 
eyes latge aud animated... Between the eyes, 
8 above the noſe, it husla very diſtinet and 
a. tabercle;,!; This is ot a fleſhy ex- 
-"ereſcenge, hut an enlargement of the bony part, 
"he lame s the two little boſſes, or protube- 
= nets, With which its geciput is armed, and 
2 large as a hen's egg, one on each 
5 ſiide of the mane: at its commencement. Is 
-  ongue is rough, and terminates in a point. 
Fach jaw has fix grindere on each ſide; bot 
che lower j jaw only has eight woes in 
= oo PW the-upper jaw has none. 
The hoof is cloven, has no heel, Rs TI 
celedibles that of the ox. It may be n 
however, at the firſt fight, that the hpof of the 
tote; foot i is larger than that of the hind-foot, 
E. l is 1 lender: but the knee is fwelled 
. 1 N * | 
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ke that of a ſtumbling horſe Lourunub , be- 


| Quſe the animal xneels down to ſleep. It bs 
-alſo a large callofity in the middle of the 


e owing to its uſually repoſing on it. 


If T had never killed a giraffe, I ſhould have 


os, with many other naturaliſts, that its 
hind-legs were much ſhorter 'than the fore 


ones. This is a miſtake; they bear the 


ſame proportion to each other as is uſual 
in quadrupeds. I ſay the ſame proportion 
as is uſual, becauſe 1 in this reſpect there are 
variations, even in animals of the ſame 0 
ſpecies. Every one knows, for inſtance, that 

mares are lower before than ſlallions. What 
deceives us in the giraffe, and occaſions this 

apparent difference between the legs, is the 
height af the withers, which may exceed that 
of the crupper from: ſixteen to twenty inches, 


nd ccording to the age of the animal; and which, 


when it is ſeen at a diſtance in motion, gives 
the 8 15 Pen e TROY the 
fore: legs. | 23-1 yea ldas hy 
If the guet land gn, and you 1 view it it 
hae; the effect is very different. . As the fore- 
N of ies e 18 much larger than. the hing 
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part, i bab Sek the 7 ug 105 that 
the atiimal reſembles the ftanding trunk of a 
ad _—_ 

Its gait, when it walks, i is neither 0140 
nor unpleaſing; but it is ridiculous enough 


when it trots; for you would then take ir 51 


WH limping beat, ſeeing its head, perched af 
the extremity of a long neck which never 
bends, ſwaying backwards and forwards, the 
neck and head playing in one piece between 
the fliouldets as on an axis. However, as the 


lengitr of the neck exceeds that of the legs at 


Teafffour inches, it is evident that, the length 
Of the head too taken 1 into the account, it can 
feed on graſs without difficulty ; ; and of courſe 
z not obliged either to kneel down, or to 
ſtraddle with its TY a8 ſome authors Have 
eie BY 10 


Its mode of G like that of tlie horſe 


5 other ſolidungulous animals, conſiſts in 
kicking with the beels. But its hind parts 
are ſo light, and its jerks ſo quick, that the 
eye cannot count them. They are even ſuf- 
ſicient to defend it againſt the lion, though 
chey are unable to protect it kom the oy” 
* W 3 
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, its horns are never employed in fight. | 44: 
0 not perceive it uſe them even againſt my 
dogs; and theſe weak and uſeleſs weapons 


would ſeem but an error of Nature, if Nature 


could ever commit error, or fail in ner 45 
Ot > | 


in general, that males when young reſemble 


females, and have nothing to make them diſ-. 


tinguiſhed. This reſemblance in youth is not 


peculiar to many ſpecies of quadrupeds, asIſhall 
hereafter ſhow, but is found in numbers of 5 
birds, both of thoſe i in which the two ſexes dif- 
fer moſt in the perfect ſtate, and of thoſe which 


change their colour in the different ſeaſons.,of 


the year. Among theſe there is a fixed period, 


, when the male quits his brilliant plumage for 


| the modeſt garb of the female; and hene ce the 


frequent miſtakes of certain naturaliſts, who in 
theit cabinets bring together animals of dif- 


ferent ſpecies, or ſeparate others of the ſame, 
in contradiction to aner with which aſt . 
lune acquainted. 7 


The male and tele cirafſe cefeinble, BY 
| . in external appearance while young. 


It is a pretty conſtant dude among e 


Their pbtuſe horns Feqmjnate in a bundle of 


"0M 


- c * 


long hairs, which the a lo 


he age t 
three Earns but HG pains 10 4 le | 


515 it be fame with the , which bright 
5 forrel-at firſt, gradually becomes deeper as the 
animal grows up, and ends at length in a bays 
' brownja the female, and in AIRS Pp 
Proaching to black in the male. A proof of 
Fhat Ladvance may be ſeen in Dis cabinet of 
aawral, hiſtory, at Leyden, where there is a 
Dane giraffe about ſeven feet high, which 
© was ſent by governor Tulbach to profeſſor 
Allamant, who had it ſtuffed with great care. 
From this differerice of colour i in giraffes of | 
a certain age, the males may be diſtinguiſhed 
ſrom the females. at ſome diſtance. In both, 
however, the coat differs as well in the ſorm as 
in the arrangement of the ſpots z and I muſt re- 
mark, that the female when very 4 . 
the deep colour of the male. 1 | 
Ihe female is alſo diſtinguiſhable 1 near 


by being leſs tall, and having the knob on the 


forehead leſs prominent and conſpicuous. Like 
the cow, ſhe has fout teats-or dugs; and; if { 
may truſt to the teſtimony of the ſavages, iſhe 
goes twelve months with young, and has never | 
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more ah ône ät a time. As the plate in ny 
former volumes repr ſetting the male giraffe 
Was faulty, becauſe the head was badly exe 
euted, tlie reader will not be diſpleaſed to find 
Bere a more aceurate beg e the part 
in queſtion on a larger kale. eniits 
whe e leagues from us Oe ets Was a 
Horde of > Caminouquas, who; no doubt in- 
formed of our preſence! by my fires, came to 
pay mea viſit, and give my party leſſons of 
economy; They fell upon what remained ad 
the giraffe, like ſo many famiſhed people, and ” 
carefully pieked up the bones. Even"thole | 
_ whick'my people had thrown s away, aftereating 
the/marrow; they turned to account. Having 
broken them to pieces, they borrowed my 
Kkeettle to boil them, and extracted from them 
an incredible qu antity N fat, which 1 col. 
lected with great op... 
During the nine days 1 masse MY they : 
"were continually travelling from their kraal to 
my camp, inceſſantly: coming and going, like 
careful 4 and _—_ rpg away” ſome 
n Bie Pn se en 1 
A farnihed them plentifully with!" ſeveral 
Gd of eee without givi ng myſelf any 
rn | | vouble. 


AF R 10 ny 


% 


trouble, a day, about four in the after- 
noon, they came regularly in flocks to drink 


at the ſpring ; ſo that, by placing myſelf in 


ambuſcade, I killed as many as I pleaſed. 


Three quarters of a league farther on ws a 


hill, which I called my larder. Every morn- 
ing at ſun- riſe it was ſo covered with grouſe, 
that I could kill more at a ſingle ſhot than were 


_ neceſſary: for our conſumption. | Thus, after | . 


having long experienced the horrors of famine, 
e ſuddenly found ourſelves in extreme plenty; 


and L:could-feed my neighbours with: our; i fu. 5 


perfluity, without inconyenience. 2 
I ſometimes extended im 1 Te? Ay 
Hunts. as far as their kraal, with intention to 


ſtudy their manners, and become acquainted 


with them. But they have nothing to diſtin- 
guiſh them from the Greater Nimiquas. Ia 


weapons, manners, cuſtoms, dreſs, language, 


and conſtruction of their —_ both are _ ' 


alike. a MEAS 4 


0 


Beſide ſpring-bock eh ak a” 1 
"adit; found buffaloes to afford me. ſport. 


At firſt the; giraffes continued to appear in 
herds of ſeven or eight; but theſe timid; ani». 
mals were ſoon alarmed by our continual; fir- 
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t them the giraffe I had killed. The zebras 


8 ceroſes alſo, a male and female, Which IL had 


# 
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ing; ſo that they quitted the-cantbn, ant ap. 


peared no inore. I tien rejciced that 1 did 
not yield to the inſtances of my people, when, 
_ urged by hunger, they eutreated me to give up 


abounded in herds; and I avenged myſelf on 
them for the flight of the giraffes. I would 
Willingly have taken vengeance on two rhino» 


© atviopportunity- of ſeeing one day: but We 
went too far; and we could not overtake them, 


_ + Tirefrained from attacking the elephants for © 


another reaſon, though I had frequent oppor- 


tunities. The profit of their teeth would have 


tempted me; but, as I had only: beafts of bur- 


Jen, without" any waggon, I was afraid of 
_ adding too great a weight to that of the giraffe, 
For theſe, however, Lindemnified myſelf by 


a collection, much more enaſy to carry, f 


oſtrieh feathers, while I fed on the eggs of 
thoſe e on r 1 had 9 Reo 


The canton 1 new td me, 1 could not 


Kai ef finding ſomething to add to my collec- 


tions.” I there ſaw the commencement of the 


Paſſage * and little bee-eaters. The 


Zit . „ former 


© 


„ e neee - Wk 
former ſpecies of theſe birds is common at the 


Cape, and even in the ſouthern provinces of 


France. The latter has a peculiar diftingyiſh- 


ing characteriſtic, which is à tail almoſt as 


| forked as that of a ſparrow ; while all the other 
known ſpecies of bee-caters'have the tail cu- 
neiform, the two middle feathers being con- 
fiderably longer than the reſt.” 

Ihe Nimiquas call this beautiful bird by wt 


name of tawa (gall ), on account of the f pe—— 


| green which is its principal colour. This p eal- 


Ing hue is ſet off by a yellow throat, terminay- 2 


ing in a ting of ultramarine. 5 


I bought of my neighbours, the Caminou- 
| quas, the ſkin of a wild cat, which has all the 


characters of the lynx. I had afterwards op- 
portunities of killing ſeveral. This animal is of 


à very deep ſorrel colour; but the ears are black, - 
and tipped with a bruſh of hair of the ſame co- 


Jour, It is a new. ſpecies, that, as far as my 


| Were extends, has not yet been deſcribed. | 


'My excurſions were frequent, but ſhort ; - 


And every day I returned at a certain hour to 
affiſt at the rene wal of the aſhes on my giraffe UE 
"Kin; The acquiſition was ſo importaut, that 
3 1 wous not allow this operatiba to be Per. f 
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formed in my abſence. Aſter nine 3 780 * 
this warm. tanning, perceiving. that. the Rin, 
though not yet ſo dry as was neceſſary for its 
preſervation, would be incapable. of having 
any thing done to it if it were drier, I directed 
it to be folded in four, and tied with thongs, 
with the head and feet uppermoſt. In this 

_ late it formed a bundle ſix feet Mae W 
feet and a half thick. 

The difficulty of 8 fuch a Ny ent —_ 
me brough the whole of my journey ſuggeſted 
to me the idea of leaving it in truſt with my 
good neighbours the Caminouquas, and tax- 
ing it from. them on my return. But I re- 
collected that my plan was to traverſe the 
Whole continent of Africa, and then 1 ſhauld 
never return; and, if I were obliged to return 
unſucceſsful, was it Probable that it would be 
exactly by the ſame route? Beſides, I vibes 
to leave it behind me, and yet to have it con- 
ſtantly under my eyes. I was too much at- 
tached to this precious ee to e on 
myſelf to- abandon 1 8 ; 

On the other hand, 1 had al to ; fear 
the {kin would ſpoil. for want of care an 
ax abſence; and 155 was convinced how dif- 
. 251 ficult 
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gan it would vs: to vrogins atotherif 1 loſt 
that which chance had ſo fortunately put into 
my hands. The very pains 1 had taken in 
curing it gave it, to my apprehenſion, an ad- 


ditional value. In fine, there was nothing 1 


bad fo much at heart as to keep it in my own: 


poſſeſſion; and the ain was 822 method . 


L 1 . 


Reflecting on the ground 1 had travelled * 
over, and the courſe I had taken, I imagined I: 


could not be more than eighteen or twenty 


leagues from my camp on Orange River, ane 
conſequently I could reach it in four days 12 5 


travelling ſtraight thither. 


It is true, I had et but one of the: f 


two moti ves of my little excurſion: it was not 


ſufficient to have become acquainted with the 


giraffe z I had ſtill to purchaſe oxen for my 


waggons; but the country was too barren, 


and the Caminouquas too wretched, to afford 


me any ſupply.- I purpoſed, therefore, to make : 
another wandering excurſion among the neigh-' 
bouring countries, which, perhaps, might be 


more fortunate; and in the mean time I 


thought only of ran wh e in a e 5 
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of carrying it away. Without a waggon, or . 
even the poſfibility of getting one to the place 
dere we were, I had nothing for this expe- 
dition except my oxen: and, not to mention 
tte delays and ineonvenience we” muſt expe- 
rlente on our journey from ſuch a bulky pack, 


its vaſt weight was too much for the ſtrength 


os of a common ox, and the animal muſt have 8 
> ſank under it. It occurred: to me, therefore, 
to hire the two ſtrongeſt oxen belonging to 


the horde, and to conſtruct a litter which 


being fitted to their ſhoulders, "and: obliging 
them to go ſide by fide, might divide the bur- 
dem between them. When the machine was 
finiſhed; I tried it; and it anſwered the pur- 
poſe perfectly, to the great aſtoniſhment of the 
Caminouquas, who had never ſeen any thing 
ol the kind before; and, on wy departure, all 
the horde ran out to admire it. In the eyes 
of a ſavage, the moſt ſimple invention is con- 
ſidered as almoſt a prodigy. What pre- emi- 
nence over them do we derive from induſtry 
improved by practice! But on the other hand, A 
what ſuperiority have they over us, in being 
| 8 to oY without the n it procures! 
auth 5 2 


9 
50 the feload day 1 artived at Lioti-River, | 
which” we crofled at the place where we had 


AAT ET. ay 


paſſed it before: and; towards the evening 


of the fourth, agrecably to my calculation, we 
were in fight of my camp on e e, 


bank of Orange-River. 


Having fired our guns to 1 our FRE 
of our arrival, they all paſſed the river by ſwime 
ming, and came to me. Swanepoel alone re- 
mained in the camp, greatly perplexed about 
the litter, and the two oxen yoked together 
without any wheel carriage, which he law 
with me. The inereaſing darkneſs, however, 5 
prevented me from venturing to paſs the river 
on the raſt; and [ ſpent the night where” T 
was, 22 7 h See 1 "he HbxE 
2 8 5 
The firſt of my "BEEBE, on my Ad; 
was to put my giraffe in water to ſoften it, and 
to%lear it from the aſhes with which it Was 
ineruſted. I then ſcraped it, removed all the 
fleſhy fibres,” aid did, in ward what « 4  tantier 


would Have done. ad 


Jo reduce it to a beer kite fe W 


all chat was now neceſſary was to impregnate 


it with ſome ſtyptic i Juicez and for 
* 3 „5 
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; unleſs the ſkin were in a horizontal ſituation, 1 
erected for this purpoſe a ſtrong frame/of croſs 


5 entertaiged too favourable. zn opinion, and 


; A e lixivium of aſhesand s in — Y 
were diſſolved. 2 little alum; : 8 80 ae 9 
1 camphoy, and a pound f 


AL could nat apylymy kxiviam bah 


bars in form of a ſcaffold; with conliderable: LY 


55 terſtices; reſting on forked ſticks. The ſkin. | 
- PS ſtretehed over this, with the hair upper- 


moſt; and, in this, poſition, the lixivium was 


55 n Et it, while underneath it was wetted f 


pieces of linen dipped in [the-liquor. 


1 1 this, I eoveredl it with: mats, ta prevent 


the rays, of the ſur from changing the colours: 


| _ of che hair; and in that ſtate I let it dry. It 


Will Hagener be 0 that! it rethained thus a 
long time dean og 7. i » ws 250 wr 4 * by | 

My eta In A: 3 5 & *-fgjoicing to my 
| Hottentotsz but the motive of their gladveſe 


Wi” to We a cauſe Kvenusd & EN. 


tende of the coli: of whom. Thad Bitherto 


hg, }aps they may be ſerviceable 


* long-4 you remain within the ealowp, be= 


i w 4 | | 
el 11 8 | N ** . ; wn 7 * come 1 
„ 7 - nl GL 4 - 


8 
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op come A en burden when they are led | 
into diſtant countries, where dangers rie at 
. 8 : 5 
They, had flattered hemden chat, a6 1 5 
| , could not proceed, farther with my  waggons, 1 
12 | Thould be. obliged to. return to. the Cape, and | | 
| leave them to their "native indolence, with aj 4 
gain acquired * without fatigue, My return, Y 
however, had no | ſhare in my thoughts ; and, | 1 
had it even been my inclination, i it was __— 
from being 1 in my power. During the ſix- _ 
and- twenty days Thad been abſent, not only 2. 
had Lloſt all my « oxen except eleven, but theſe 1 
eleven were in ſuch. an exhauſted Nate, that r | | 
had little hope, of their recovery. 1 declared 
aloud, therefore, that I, had returned, to . | 
camp "only. to get rid of my giraffe, and in- 
tended to depart again without delay, to ik. © 
either the Greater Nimiquas, or ſome other 3 
neighbouring people, that I might purchaſe, _ 
cattle to draw my carriages. 8 5 
To this impatience of return among my 
People was added another ſubject of appre- | 
henſion, which was till more alarming. On 
my arrival at the camp, ] bad been accoſted by 
an unknown p erſon, who was come, he ſaid, 
h 2 „ on : 
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was not neceſſary to know bis tame to con 

ceive of him the opinion he deſerved. It was 

Matthew Moodel, the intimate friend of Bern- 

fry, and one of thoſe fugitives proſcribed by 

the colony and by the planters, for the atrocity”, 

of their conduct, and che Ulackneſs of 9 
erimes. 


I could not avoid Bag uneaſy at ite; 


Aeg of theſe two men; which I conſidered. | 
as a misfortune a thouſand times worſe for '"" 


than the neighbourhood of lions, tigers, or all 
the monſters of Africa, Was it not 3 
after all, that two ſuch men had leagued tage- 
ther, to come and aſſaſſinate me, and ſeize my 
arms and ammühition ? Such 4 ſcheme” was 
worthy of them; and the diſiatice of the deferts 
they inhabited would ſecure them from puniſh 


: TD: Q . 255 
* 
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ment. 5 


What would have beet? my fears, Had Ithen 
| N what I did not learn till afterwards, 5 
that ſuch was in reality their trade ; and * of 


% © 


to whom they gave information chat able”. 
| 6 : | them 


otly to for ins ha” pay me 4 e His face 


proclalmed hint fourſcore ; but” his features 
were ſo ſtrongly marked with villany, that it 


* 
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them. to me and plunder the Nimiguzs, and 
then ſhared. their booty; ; 
of Swagepoel, it is true, had e me, * 
during my abſence, ſome Boſhmen 120 29 
to the camp, under the pretence of aſking him 
for tobacco. This mode of acting the ſpy 
ought of itſelf to have opened my eyes. But 
| though the two villains appeared to me capable 
of; Any. crime, whether i it were thoughtleſſneſs 
or confidence i in my little army, it never came 
into my head to ſuſpect them of this : and, as 
to then viſit of the: Boſhmen, i it appeared to me 
to have little alarming in it: for theſe robbers 
neyer attack unleſs they are ſure of their im; 
and there is nothing i in the world they Frag 
ſo much as fire: arms. 

Thad found many other ſtran ge bare; on my 
arrizal, beſide Moodel's. - They were women 
hom my Hottentots had invited, and whom 
Jas obliged to feed, for the pleaſure of theſe 
gentlemen. Fach had his laſs; or, rather, 
there were enough to enable them to change p 
when: they thought proper: and many, fol- 

lowing the. example of Bernfry, had eyen as 
many as three. This diſorderlineſs had natu- 
rally ere n An extreme neglect of 
" IS | U 3 VV duty I 
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Auty ed . Nothing: was attetided to pro- 


_perly ; j and the. want bf Tibordination” 4 be⸗ 
come ſo general, that, to cut the evil to the 


» PP 3 $4 1 


quick, 1 fet about Pecs gelt » as man V di- 
Vorces 45 chere had been f marriages, and Tehd- 
ing away all thele Hottentot ladies wi ithout 5 
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exception. 


Such a ſevere injundioHt could not "Faifts to b 


diplealing to idle fellöws, ho had no auge 


but to divert cbemſelhel, and to whom 8 an- 
nounced the fatigues of 40 new journey. Moſt 
of them murmured loudly ;' and complained, 


that, after I 120 been three months leading” 


b them through horrible countries, 1 intended to 
conduct them to others perhaps ſtill more de. 


folate and dangerous. The bt of the Wo. 


men whom they were to quit added to their 
diſcontent; ; till at length it roſe to ſuch a 


height, that Klaas entered my tent to inform 


me, that, if T did not prevent an infurrection 
by revoking my order, I ſhould run the hazard 


of bnding myſelf alone the next day with him. 


and Swanepcel, as all the reſt were  alfeady 


preparing to depart with their miſtrefſes. 
In any other ſituation, ſuch am accbunt would 

have led me to ſerious refleQions* in the pre- 
PHE Nj OG ſent, 
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ſent, it only irritated mie. I ſaw in my people 

nothing but rebellious ſervants; and my mind 
was ſo heated with their murmurs, that, ruſh- 

ing haſtily out of my tent, I renewed the 

order for the departure of the women aloud: 
adding, that they who preferred them to me 
might depart with them, as I was no longer 
| deſirous of their ſervice, and ſhould know 
where to find and how to puniſh them when 
I thought proper. 

The firm tone with which 1 uttered my 
abel having ſuppreſſed their murmurs, and 
produced a deep ſilence, I endeavoured to avail 
myſelf of this ſudden imprefſion, by trying my 
authority in iſſuing an order of a different kind; 
Two of my' goats and a ſheep had ſtrayed away 
the evening before; and the people whom 
Swanepoel had ſent in ſearch of them had re- 
turned without finding them. I ordered them 
to be ſought for anew: but no one preparing 
to obey the injunction, I iſſued a particular 
command for the purpoſe to the perſon neareſt 
This was a Hottentot, named Adam, who 
| had accompanied me in my former journey, 
and who had continued i in my ſervice, both be- 
. | VU ” bis fore 
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fore. and after the commencement of wh Toe 
cond, as a keeper. of my oxen. - 

Adam, at the time, was ſitting on by ce 
| and ready to depart. Without riſing, he 1 im- 
pertinentiy anſwered, that, being no more a 

conjuror than his comrades, and poſſeſſing no 
better than they the talent of finding what was 
3 might have ſpared myſelf the trouble of 

ſending him after the animals, as he ſhould not. 
go. This reſiſtance to my orders inflamed we 
with rage. I gave him a kick on the ſtomach, . 
> which laid him on the ground; and, cocking 
one of the piſtols, that hung at my belt, I badg 
him take ta his heals or 1 would Blow out hig 
| brains. . 5 igri 
He 9 up hs . RN: IN oof with 
all ſpeed: but he had ſcarcely gone thirty ſteps, 
and out of reach of my piſtol, when he ſtop- 
ped ſhort and uttered ſome expreſſions, which, 
indeed, I could not underſtand; though; to 
judge from his attitude and geſtures, they were 
threats, I then took my fuſee, and ſent after 
him both balls in ſucceſſion; not with an in- 
tention to hit him, but to intimidate thoſe who 


. be e to e his example and 
17 | | |. | BY 
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nebel, Terror inſtantly difuſed-itſelf through» 
out my whole. camp; and the culprit fled as 
faſt as he was, able, running as. though the 
wind had driyen him e e. that he Was 
out of ſight in an inſtant. | 
This action haſtened the. 3 ofa 3 re- 
* which might become general; and] ; 
had immediately after reaſon to apprehend this, 
when I ſaw them all ſet off their own way, 
and diſperſe themſelves over the country. 
However, I was miſtaken. The example of 
ſeverity they had witneſſed intimidated them. 
Klaas aſſured me, that they were going in 
ſcareli of the loſt animals: and, in fact, when 
they returned in the evening without having 
found them, he came to inform me, that they 
vVere all very uneaſy about the conſequences 
of my anger, and feared I ſhould aſcribe. the 
imer, of their ſearch to vegligene and * 
will. tn Hun Þ+ 2 {1 
\ Their den but liule affected me; a8 1 Gould 

have ſeen them depart with the greateſt-calm-» 
_ neſs. Certain that Klaas and. Swanepoel would 
never deſert me, certain of having made my- 
ſelf friends among the ſavages I had juſt 
" WO was . could continue my 
nee | Journey, | 
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Journey; and ſhould find, either among the Ni 
miquas or in the Catiougit horde, new com- 
pation, who would take pleaſure in entering 
into my ſervice, or at leaſt aſſiſt me in ee 
an eſcort from horde to horde. b 
Theſe new companions would have been 
unqueſtionably more uſeful and leſs expen- 
| fave than the indolent race of Hottentots; who, 
as 1 have already ſaid, are good only in the 
colony, and have no notion of being ſervice- 
able any longer than while they have plenty of 
tobacco, brandy, and fat. In my rage, I had 
even given them leave to quit me; and 
would: have ſent them off as they deſerved, - 
without allowing them to return, had! 
been able to foreſee that, on continuing my 
journey, I ſhould meet with a warlike, inde- 
fatigable, active, induſtrious, ſober nation, 
compoſed of men fit to afſiſt me in the bold 
enterpriſe I had formed, and enable me to 
furmount the difficulties we” Pm: "kind that G 
awaited e 112 - 6 
I became een with this eit es 
race of beings, worthy of contributing to the 
ſucceſs of an African journey, too late for my 
ee Fortu ne, it is true, has appeared 
| | | lome- 
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Soner 0 fivbur my abtatity : but ir has 
moch more frequently thwarted me; and the 
erroneous calculations of a firſt atfeinpr.afffted 
It but too well, in deftroying the hopes which 
from time to time it ſeemed to offer, like gleams 
of light breaking e "clouds heaped on 
clouds. COVE IRENE) 3.018 18 
The riſing of my N 8 0 was, like all other 
popular eommotions, violent, yet ſhort; and 
night completely calmed it. When T awoke; L 
found every one quiet and ſubmiſſive; and my 
confidant informed me, that they intended to 
come and afk my pardon for what had paſſed, 
and entreat me not to ſend away the women. 
Experience had long before taught me the 
danger of attacking certain abüſes, of which 
this was one, too abruptly. I had committed 
à fault in not oppoſing it at the outſet, when 
Klaas Baſter and ſome of his comrades had 
| borrowed the wives of Berſifry. At that time, 
it would have been eaſy for me to have ſtop- 
pecd an evil. of which a few only were guſlty: 
but nov chat all were implicated in it, I thought 
it more prudent to tolerate it, and accordingly 
cenfented that the women ſhould remain. I 
was careful, however, to add this condition: 
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char, if any one failed,.the kat ip the moſt 
ſerupulous performance of his duty, I "Ol | 
| done turn that man 3 miſtreſs. away. 
My reflections on the events that had oceure | 


red rendering me melancholy, I took. a walk 


on the banks of the rixer to diſſipate them; and 
near the camp I found, what had been ſought 
at a diſtance around, my three ſtrayed animals. 
| The ſheep had been devoured by a.tiger, and 
| few fragments of it only remained. Following 
the, traces of this beaſt of prey, I perceived, a 
little. farther on, a buſh, the branches of which, 
_ were. ſhaken, within, as if ſome animal. were, 
lurking in it. I, ſuſpected the movement was, 
ccaſioned hy the tiger, and, that he lay con» 
cealed there to return at night aud finiſh, his 
PISYFs i mmm 173 11. 13 N i446 & O04 29110 SR "Is i4 
In conſequence. of this: idea, 1-loaded my 
ſuſge with two ballsz and, diſeharging one bar, 
rel through the buſh, I advanced with caution, 
having the Jock of the other cocked. But 
what was my {arrow to find; inſtead of a tiger. 
one gf my goats mortally: e. mu om 5 
ing its laſt. breath u 2 %% 0 0% i 
Fappily this vexatious widow inſtancly 
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den * branches of the bull to drag out 
the wounded goat, the other eame forth with 
two kids, which ſhe had yeaned the preced- 
ing day. But for me, they would all three 
have been devoured that night; and this idea 
rendered thiem the more dear to me. Taking 
one of the kids under each arm, and followed 
by the bleating mother, I conveyed them to 
the camp, t wh "Ow be added to W 5 
BY $6813 

In the evening, thoſe of my Hstehtec . 5 
had been on duty keeping the cattle in the days. . 
being returned, after having been relieved for 
the night, informed me, that Adam, when he 
ran away, had taken refuge in their huts; and 
that he' was extremely ſorry for his folly ; but, 
not daring to come near the camp or demand 
forgiveneſs, - becauſe he was perſuaded I in- 
- tended to kill him, he had entreated en an | 
_ requeſt Klaas to go to him. | 8 

This deſire of ſpeaking to a man is com- 
pletely. enjoyed, as he merited, my confidence, 
ſhowed: that the fugitive ſought to obtain a 
__ mediator with me. However, for the ſake of 


an example, I was determined not to grant him 


kis pardon very ſoon or very eaſily; and, 
5 | While 
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while I permitted Klaas to go and ſde him the 
next day, I gave him his leſſon reſpecting 
what he had to ſay, both oy ire 5 


wards when he came back, N 


All my people awaited ee with 3 im- | 
patience. As ſoon as he appeared, they ran to 


meet him, to requeſt him to uſe; his beſt in- 
tereſt with me in favour of their comrade ; and. 


when he entered my tent, they drew near to 
bear what I ſhould ſay. Klaas talked a long 


time of Adam's penitence. He aſſured me he 
had [leſt him in the utmoſt, dejection and in 
tears; and at laſt added, But, maſter, vou 
will overlook his fault; and, as you are going 


N 


d ſet out, I have given bim hopes that yu 


| « will pardon him on my. interceſſion, and 


* take bim with you on your journey. 


My anſwer was previouſly concerted. with 4 
Klaas. I aſſumed a haughty tone, which, the 
preſence of thoſe who were liſtening rendered 


neceſſary, and, blaming Klaas for having ex- 


ceeded his authority i in promiſing what I would. 
not grant, added: No: Adam ſhall accome 


« pany me no longer: he has failed of his 
duty in every point: I will hear no more of 


* him; Leyen en, bat if any one of thoſe 


* whom. 
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4 Bm I eſteem ſufficiently to permit chem 
to attend me, ſhould ever take upon him to 
mention his name, I will immediately ſend 
him away without mercy, in whatever place 
ve may be ſituated. However, I will not 
© abandon the wretch in the midſt of a deſert: 
let him come back, therefore, to my camp; 
« where, till my return, I permit him to en, $ 
* with Swanepoel.” _ | | 
This ſpeech had all the effect I intended on 
thoſe by whom it was heard. The very men | 
who the day before were all ready to quit me, 
| becauſe I talked of a new journey, had now 
no higher ambition than that of accompanying 
me in it. Every one begged leave to attend 
me: it Was who ſhould obtain the preference: 
and this was ſolicited with carneſineſs as 4 
favour. 
That the ent of this na might not 
abate, I appointed the next day but one, which 
was the fourteenth of December, for my de- 
parture. At the ſame time, to give Klaas a 
certain degree of conſequence among his com- 
rades, and reward him for the uniform fidelity. 
he had always ſhown to me, I left him to 
make the ſelection j and announced, that I 
8 EY would 


? 


able. Pi "a 1 N 170 1 1811 75 


8 Ats 1 


would Alber chert 46" keep? ep The” 
whom ke Og A 1 85 1 to be anfwer- 


Not to be r r why / Sebi, 


| however, I reſolved to take but the half of ] 


troop,” thinking the other half would be ſuk⸗ 
ficient to guard my camp during my abſence. 


"Though Berifry ought to have inſpited- me 
with diſtruſt, on account of the many pretty 
Boſhmen's daughters that were among the 
number of bis wives, I did not thet fuſpect, 


zs 1 have already ſaid, Kis- connection with” 


thoſe banditti. I knew not, that, being in al. 


mne With them, he gave them information f 
What booty they might take, and of cbürſe 
might acquaint them with my departure. But 


hitherto they had made no attempts; aud, pro- 


vided as we were with fire- arms, L did not 
fear them.” Beſides, Bernfry requeſted to bear 


me company on my ſeeond excurſion as he 


bad done on the firſt; and the ſame motive 
Which determined me to aſſent before me 


* 


vented me now from refuſing. Yen bot ea 
1 had in my camp a certain number of 2 
Caminouquas, who had followed me with their 


wives OY friendſllip. 3 cheſe worthy ' 
bios i „ 


* 
"OD. 
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pedple Wer 1 was Boing on a new ex- 
e they all, as well as their wives, offered 

to accompany me, requeſting no pay but a 
ration of tobacco 2800 month; and 1 e 
their offet with joy. 

To ſay the truth, the: company of colonial | 
Hottentots I had in my ſervice appeared to me, 
from that period, a burden rather than an 
aſſiſtance, - Since their rebellion, I was altered 
with reſpect to them, and no longer ſaw them 
with the ſame eyes. In my little excurſion, I 
had juſt experienced how eaſy it was to make 
friends among the ſavages; and 1 particularly 
felt how advantageous it would be to a travel- 

ler, in viſiting 2 country with a view to be- 
come acquainted wich it, to take no other- 
companions or guides than a conſtant ſucceſ- 
ſion of its own inhabitants. 5 
My Caminouquas had nine oxen, which 1 
hired. I purchaſed ſeven others; and began 
immediately to pack up, in ſheep-ſkin bags, 
ſuch goods and en as I meant to ** | 
with me. 

That my edel ode Os in a ä 
and I might be able to find them on my jour- 
ney, without diffteulty or creating confuſion, 
Vol. II. 4 - . whenever. 
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whenever I had occaſion for them, I ticketed. 0 
each of the bundles that were to compoſe the 
load of one ox, with a different colour. Each 
x had his own. appropriate burden, which 
F Was not to be changed during the journey; 
and he had alſo his particular people attached to 
him excluſively. All this being arranged, I 
f made out a little 1 inventory, on which were 

written the name of each ox, thoſe of his con. 
duCtors, and the contents of his load; ſo that, 
if I wanted any particular article, I Bad only 


to caſt my eye over my inxentory, and call 
ſuch or ſuch a man, ox aſk. for ſuch an ox. Vi 


Oaly ſeven. of the ſixteen, however, were 
deſtined for my own immediate ſervice. Theſe 7 
carried, beſide my two tents, every thing that. 
belonged to myſelf; as ammunition for hunting, 
articles of trade, culinary, utenſils, articles, of 
dteſs, tobacco and W Tor. Pr oc- 
cCaſions. 06519130 en e 1 * 

Seven others were laden with b 
arms, utenſils for; the troop, and .hoops for 
the conſtruction of their huts. The two re- 
. maining were reſerved in caſe of accident or 
diſeaſe, and for the afliftance of * ee. 
as: might! be 7 on the dane 1 

1/5 3 | 1 8 


„For the Aber bf Me women I ought not 
to omit,” that there was not one of them who 
had recourſe to this mode of conveyance; 
but, conſtantly fiaging, dancing, and playing 
their gambols, they kept the caravan in con- 
tinual gaiety, and in times of ſuffering and dif. 
treſs gave leſſons of courage to the men. A 
It muſt be confeſſed, that, as they travelled 
with ſuch conveniences and reſources as they 
had never before known, the march was'to 
them a party of pleaſure, and a ſort of feſtival. 
Their curioſity, too, was gratified in traver- 
dung a neo country, where they wanted for 
nothing, ee DOVER! le, 
There were eleven of theſe, women or girls, 
without reckoning Rachel, the wife of Klaas, 
whom I took with me to look after à little | 
herd of three cows, fix goats, and ſixteen 
ſheep; Which were to follow me in caſe of 
want. I had, beſides, Kees, four dogs, and three 
Hhorſes (for Bernfry added his to my two); 
making in all ſixty perſons and forty-ſeven 
animals. Such was my caravan; which de- 
parted in good condition; but did not o return. 5 
Thus it is men march to battle. og 
In the afternoon of the day deer fi for 
$06299 X 8 our 
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our departure, I began by making the oxen 
file off with their conductors. Theſe all paſſed 
the river hy ſwimming; and, in the mean time, 
the baggage Was conveyed over on the raft, | 
When all had arrived on the oppoſite bank, 
the goods were landed; and the conductors, 
knowing by the colour of the tickets what 
bags were to be committed to their charge, ar- 
ranged them in ſeparate heaps, and wited | 
for the order to load. 
For my part, I had reſolyed got to fot off | 
un the next morning, and to ſpend another 
night in my camp, that might regulate every 
thing, and give Swanepoel my final inſtruc- 
tions. With half of my people, I left him for 
his guard and protection half of my arms. 


. I alſo left Klaas Baſter at the camp, who might 
be of ſervice to me during my abſence, by 


going to the Nimiqua hordes and purehaſing 
for me draught oxen, while I was endeavↄur- 
ing to FOO an in the countries I an 
viſit. * 
Suppöäne 1 Goud 6nd; any. * was I 0 
5 do? Or how was I to act? Peſtitute of plan, 
and even in the impoſſibility of forming one, 
fince the cee L was to Pais through was 
totally 


* 
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ee eee 
thouſand confuſed and contradictory ideas, 
which diſturbed me during the whole night. 
My firſt project, it is true, had been to tra- 
view Africa from one extremity to the other. 
All my preparations at my departure from the 
Cape, and every ſtep, every precaution I had 
taken ſince, had tended ſolely to this end; 
and ſtill it was my ſingle purpoſe, notwitlil- 
ſtanding the obſtacles that were W 0 
ating fro thelddverie: [o 
Kids" probe id: Mob vp fly 
againſt every thing that oppoſed my*progreſs3* 
aud I felt in my breaſt the courage ſtill to 
brave whatever might oppoſe it ane w. But I. 
conceived myſelf ſtopped by an inſuperable 
difficulty, that of taking my waggons with me: 
aud what was yet more affficting, if 1 _— 
waggons on the banks of''OrangesRiv 
eee 
drupeds, and inſects, which I had procured 
ſince 1 left the Cape, and that giraffe, the ac- 
 quiſition of which had oceaſioned me ſo much 
joy: a valuable and eſteemed collection, pur- 5 
chaſed by great fatigue, exertion, and danger.” 5 
Thü I was always led to reflect, that the tra- 
en R 3 verſing 


TT 


* 
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verfing Africa, if it be poſlible, acuiity only of 


_ haſty obſervations and that to attempt to be 
- continually: on the march, and continually 


colleting-at che fame time, is a mad projet, 
for which armies of oxen, with waggons at 


their heels, WO uld be inſufficient. 1 Neverthe- 
leſs, all theſe ideas were: combined in my head. 


Involved ia this inextricable maze of per- 
plexities, the wiſeſt ſtep L eould take Was to 


fich the preparatory excurſion J had begun, 


and to leave my ultimate” reſolution on the 
ſubjeC& to be determined by the circumſtanbes 
that awaited me. Till this reſolution wasfixed; 


I purpoſed to employ myſelf on my roadlin 


augmenting my collections of natural hiſtory, 
make as many friends as poſſible in my way, 
and penetrate, if I could, towards the eaſt, as 


far as that part of the centre of Africa which 
is ſcarcely more than three hundred and forty 
leagues wide; there to diſcover ſome more fa 


vourable path than that in which I was, and 
ſecure myſelf, if ſome © unforeſeen accident 


ſhould prevent my. advancing farther, at leaſt 


the reſource of recommencing my journey 
under happier auſpices, and with hopes bet- 


| tex, founded. This was the . rational ne = 


O08. <7 
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1 could Ge: it will hereafter appear, "whether, 
even in this; my: VER were founded on 252 
| Hibllities.” e | 
Conformably to this profil lid, I told 
Saeed to wait for me on the Orange-River 
four or fie months. Wien this term was 
expired, 1 allowed him, if he could procure any 
oxen to return to mount Namero, and wait for 
me at Van der Weſthuyſen's ſome time longer: 
after which he was to return to the Cape. I 
delivered to him my notes, with inſtructions 
to tranfmit them to my family, if he heard no 
more of me. Finally, after having given him 
two letters, one for Gordon, the other for Ser- 
rurier, and conſented to his recalling Adam, I 
embarked on the raft, and joined my caravan. 
We were at that period of the year when 
the days are longeſt and hotteſt ; and not one 
paſſed without a ſtorm, though we experienced 
only its inconveniences without its benefits. 
The clouds paſſed on towards the lofty moun- 
tiains at a diſtance, and ſeldom let a few drops 
fall on us. Every where the * was in 
þ aac the ſame. 
This light ſprinkling, roy: ſufficed in 
ſome places to make the Boſhmen's graſs ger- 
91 X 4 - minate 
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miners ſpring up from the . earth; - This 

"graſs 1 is not perennial : every year it dries even 
to the root, and is re- produced by ſeed; ;hytit 

has ſo little hold of the ground, that oxen, in 
feeding on it, pull up the whole plant; „ and 


exen thie wind is ſufficient, mane it up by he 
roats, and carry i it away., Il 19110 


That my. cattle might ee, e 6R 5 | 


| of this little freſh. graſs on their road, I made 

. them travel abreaſt, wherever the ground would 

permit. In this way, they could all feed alike 

at the ſame time, which they could not have 

done if they had followed one another. Some- 

times they occupied a ſpace of half a league 

| | from one extremity of the line to the others 

1 and we dre nearer together only when! che 

Pe Proximity: 5 the wee en ne- 
ceſſary. 

5 2 countries 6 ſo thin; an me- 
-thod has great advantages. - Beſides, by ena- 
bling us to cover a greater extent of ground, we 

were more likely to meet with ſprings, which 

etherwiſe we might have ſought in vain. It 
was thus that, on the firſt day about noon, aſter 
travelling five hours, we diſcovered a warm 
#pring- Here I halted to reſt our oxen, and 
„ R in 


A FEISS '- 066 
in the mean time took an- obſervation of the 
ſunꝭs altitude, by which I found the latitude 
to be 25e C. After this we inelined to the 
weſt, to reach Lion-River; D arrived 
in three hours and a half. e : 
Before I quitted my eee eee 
1 had remarked, that the floods were higher 
and more frequent than they had been on my 
arrival. Sometimes the water role ſix feet, 
and remained in that ſtate ſeveral days. This 
announced, that the rainy ſeaſon had begunn 
in the mountains to the north-eaſt, where this 
aver, ams almatt a} gooſe on ae ge. 1 
| take their Ei alli Hoare 
„„As the ſame ve muſt. 1 | 
effe&t on Lion · River, I had reaſon to fear, that 
"IF 1 ſhould find it trouhleſome to paſs, if 1, waited 
much longer. It had already. more Water than 
when I croſſed it before. Deſirous, therefore, 
ol leaving it behind me, L went and encamped 
on its right, bank: after which we proceeded 
along its courſe for three days, ſtopping. only 
to encamp at night, and in the day to give 
chace to a few. giraſſes, which! we ſaw; otca - 
| honally, but — always gin us and 
ed +2 e N 8 


2074 Ihe e 
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0n the! fourth day we on at 2 "por 
radowec by beautiful trees, the verdure of 
which was ſo pfeaſing to the eye, and the ap- 
pearanc ſo attractive in the midſt of the in- 
tolerable heat by which we were Patehed, that 
_ (Frefolred"to ſpend there not only the night, 
bnv/alſs'the following day. Around me were 
ꝑreem paſtures and limpid water; and at a dif- 
tance perceived giraffes „antelopes, grovſe, 
and ſome bird eee Wick a gs 1 was 
manta gene e! ns 
My tents were pieced and FOO en 5 
FR» nromtent; thanks to the Women, O, 
after having ſupported the heat-arid fatigue of 
theſe four days with "more fortitude than the 
men; ſet about the work without delay. They 
had taken this buſineſs ex excluſively to them- 
| Felves; and wege n ſuffer the met N ; 
SEED it. a2 46: 7 tt. 
It Was the cn with coi to my kouſe- 
Fold affairs. They contended who ſhould 
ſhow herſelf moſt uſeful; ſeeming to fear that 
I might repent of having taken them with me; 
and ſeeking, by preventing my wiſhes in a 
thouſand ways, to make themſelves neceſſary, 
and hinder my feeling the ſlighteſt regret, It 
33 was 


, _AWPATOAT _ my 
was a mutter of tejoicings thetnfo have ſbme 
new order from me to execute, of ſomething 
to do on my achount; and theſe groupꝭ of 
figures in motion: or erowded ro me, and 
become ſo. docile ſince the laſt oommotion of 
the ſeraglio; formed an amuſing picture. 
While they were preparing my ſupper, 5 
went to take a Walk on the bank of the river, 
and diſeovered, almoſt in its bed, a-phenome- 
non; which is ſo rare in geology; that a natu- 
raliſt, when he meets with it, obſerves it with 
attention. This was a brine-ſpring, ſo ex- 
tremely ſalt, Oe it was Pia to drink one | 
drop offi, 00570117! 8 100.4 
I batte viſited the ſalt "ts & German Lor- 
raine, and thoſe of the county of Naſſau; and 
taſted their waters, but never found any thing 
equal to this. No doubt, in its ſubterraneam 
courſe, it paſſes over ſome bed of rock-falt, 
which it diſſolves; and, in conſequenee of the 
extreme heat of the eli mate, it probably takes b 
up a great deal; at leaſt, to judge by its taſtes; 
it contains a large portion. I would not ven- 
ture, however, to affirm, that this ſalt is che 
ſame with that uſed in our kitehens: nay, from 
Its extreme e cauſticity, 1 am much inclined ts | 
Nee 1 | doubt ; 


LY 


4 Soo * + 


admit this ſimple and natural cauſe: Reaſon- 
: ing after his own Ways he announces a per- 
fectly new ſyſtem on this ſubject, and of which. 
no one before, as he ſays ever thought. 
0 eſtabliſh his hypotheſis, which indeed is 
: | ber and ee ne nen . 
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doubt i. ee had not e 
the means of analyſing it chemically, L couſd 
Judge of its nature by the taſte only: a very 
uncertain mode, and ſometimes the more apt 
to deceive, beeauſe, in comparitig à new ſenſa· 
tion with old and known eee, 0 
confound them, and think them the ſame. 
Beſide theſe. brine-ſprings, Africa contains 


likewiſe ſalt or brackiſh. - Theſe being fed by 


Ce cho acreebeorieadlctin anna 
Kolben, as 1 as 8 _ not 


rer and. the ſouth hey ice, mern 


chunder. Wich theſe ingredients, he wants 
nothing more: a page of his book is the ma · 


gician's wand. According to him, the con- 


"Oh; ob the ſeaſons, forms. in the air a large 
| Ops 


; L 7 K 1 c A” wy 
quantity 4 alias and ſaline; particles, with 
| which the atmoſphere is loaded ; and as the 
ſouth · eaſt wind blows at that period violently, 
and agitates the water in the baſins, it preci- 


Kolben is a very great man in Europe. 
I can ſcarcely forbear laughing, when I ſee 
an author ſeriouſly advance ſuch explanations; 
yet this man employs ſeveral paragraphs on 
his. He even treats with a ſort of contempt 
the opinion of thoſe who conceive the ſalt- 
neſs to ariſe from ſprings of ſalt- water, either 
riſing in * ne or 0 into it from 
Without. 
. Ware it it 6 » adds our natural obiloſopher, 
© the quantity of ſalt formed by theſe peren- 
© nial-ſprings would not vary as it does. Be- 
* fſides, the water would be for ever and at 
all ſeaſons brackiſh: whereas it is uniformly 
4 freſh and good, till the commencement of 
+ ſummer; ſo that the cattle in the neigh- 
+; bourhood drink no other till that period, 
and even ſome time after. In fine, if theſe 
s hrine:ſprings exiſted, unqueſtionably the 
rene e e ot ſome © 
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bse of them a ling which banner yet 
25 happened“ 24 41 21 een: SJ i wy 


+I ſhall not waſte my time in end : 
opinion, which merits not the honour of being 
combated. I ſhall merely allow myſelf to 
explain this e of waters alternately 
freſh and ab n 0 4igoradh ons | 
At the Cape, a two: neee 
nere ſeaſon, which conſtitutes ſummer; 


and the rainy ſeaſon, hich is called winter. 
165 during the- latter, the” waters l queſtion 


become drinkable, it is becauſe they are freſh- 


enedl by the quantity of rain · water continually 


pouring into them. In the fummery on the 


contrary, great part of them is evaporated by 
the extreme heat; and the little that remains, 


being concentrated, reſumes all its ſaltneſs. 
„ Lknow not whether the planters were ac- 
quainted with: any ſalt- ſprings in Kolben's 


time: but they might have preſumed, that 
ſeveral muſt neceſſarily exiſt in à country 
Where there were ſo many brackiſh ones! I, 
who did not look for them, found two within 


the ſpace: of eight - and- forty hours: fbr, the 


| Ggodefore; I discovered ts in dhe bed of 
e ; | Lion- 


222 PRA c ALT 3'9 
Lion-Rlxer, H: ' hatl-entamped near another, 
| ſk pungentai.is: true, e 4 ee 
I chall add ba * what 1 eee 
whth- ſeveral chalybeate . waters, and others 
which appeared to me from the taſte either 
cupreous or yitriolic : and, if reſearches of this 
kind had poſſeſſed any attractions for me, 1 
ſhould, probably have found ſomething very 
different till; for I was in the parts where 
diſcoveries were really, to be made, and Kol- 
ben, 331, have. ſaid. before, never quitted 
thoſe where every. thing had already bern. 
coyered. ; 5 0 

. All the country that borders: on rhe: 3 
e of Lion. River is a quartzoſe rock, 
which in certain places includes iron, copper, 
and even cryſtals of a very fine water; and ia 
others, approaching to the nature of granite, it 
contains white and yellow micas. 

During theſe four days, I had A. my- 
ſelf on the road with culling theſe different 
productions, which 1 carefully added to m 
collection. My Hottentots, who had ſeen me 
little attentive to any thiug but ſubjects of the 
animal kingdom, were ſurpriſed at the care I 

21 | | took 


- 
222. ee owe. Git ke ad”! 
* — V4 
« 


— 
— * 59 
* 


e TRAV 118 an. 


took of theſe. "They imagined 'T was pathos 
ing a. treaſure; and, in conſequence, theyi alſo 
turned up the earth after my example, ant 


began to collect with an ardour at which” I 
laughed heartily. They diſplayed the moſt 


eagerneſs for the two micas, which, deceived 


by the colour, they believed to be ſilver and 


gold; and their fancies already enjoyed "the 
fortune they imagined they” en ee 


their return to the Cape. 15 
At day- break, 1 ſet off with Klaas for the 


| dena of procuring ſome new birds; while, 


at the ſame time, my hunters and ſdme of che 


Caminouquas who attended me diſperſed 
chemſelves different ways, in queſt of ſome. of, 
the larger beaſts of chace for the ſapply of our 

kitchen. 1 was fortunate! enough to meet 
with two birds, a male and female, of the ſame 


genus with that I had ſeen in the foreſts of 


Bruintjes-hoogte, which my people called 
_ wjtlacher (the mock-bird). FTheſe were a dif- 


ferent ſpecies of the fame. ANG and were a 


real gratification to me. FO OL ERR 


I ſaw barbets alſo, and ſome other edle 
Hl birds, which T had met with to the elſes 
ward . not in ſuch numbers a8 here. 


A 1 : 5 The 
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5 he moſt abundant were the republicans,” Ws 
andi ttie little parrots which. I hadioccaſion to 2 
mention at tlie e's time. The former were Fro 

8 in numerous flocks. 3 2 21854 TN 7 
It appears, that a e up - Wo 
abode in the plains, and conſtruct their enor- 
mous neſts on the aloes, which are liable to be 
blown down by ſtormy. winds, it is for want 
of a better afylum fort theyn prefer the backs 
of mountains, defiles, and ſimilar ſituations, - 
which are well ſheltered. | There they mul- 
tiply infinitely, and their neſts are found every 
inſtant. But, wherever they fix themſelves, 
| the little parrots follow them, to ſeize on their 

+ edifices.'- They drive them out by open force; 

and they expel chem with ſuch vigour, that 1 
have often ſeen a neſt change its proprietors, 

and be filled by n new ee in . 1 

two hours. Net 

In the 3 ae party "a my habe 

returned with two gnoux and ſeveral ſpring- f 

bock antelopes, which they had killed. They 
had even been ſo ſucceſsful,” that they were 
obliged to ſend to the camp for two oxen to 

carry their game. Their comrades, and the 


Caminouquas who accompanied chem, did not 
Vox. I. 8 X> men 
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return n They eme with: * . 


„ 


bands, but ane e "ye: e e 


Wyle b e 8 he Wan Fas 
with fome Greater Nimiquas, whoſe. horde was 
_ «thin. four leagues of my camp ; and, certain 


5 news. 1 ö 1 tent! 
met 


that they ſhould oblige me hy procuring me an 


opportunity of ſeeing it, they repaired thither, 


to aſk. the conſent of the chĩef, and give him 


notice of my viſit. He aſſured them it would 
1 great pleaſure to ſee me, and ſent fix 
. of his people to give me an/invitation. F're- 


_ ceived and entertained: his meſſengers in a 
friendly manner, and ſaid; in anſwer to their 
wlicitatibns, that the next morning at break 
N I ya a hb Ho their 

Borde. 


The Guster he Gui bee 1. 


cookery, had been fmelled by the byznas and 


Jackals at ſome diſtanet. Theſe animals roamed - 
round my camp all the night. The byznas 
Partieularly, either more bold or more preſſed 


by hunger, approached ſo near, that we could 
obſerve their motions by the light of our fires; 


and I killed one the moment he felt upon one 
| Sia: This animal was: of the very 
ee . lie | 
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t was en difioguiſh by their voice, Ie 


= the ay of Tome! Scher animal.” My = 
RS EW re. 1 | 9 ; f 
ve sple diſtirigi it: by the name of os 
_ garth- wolf, . I i do. 2 o itz and 1 | 5 
"fave; ; an ing of it but A piece of its rb 
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which 1 found i in a kraal, as I have aid above,..... > 
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fad which I imagined from i its appearance to 
have pertained. to an atis. Whatever the ani | 
mal. may be, it ſcems that, having the fame, 
inflinet i in hunting as the other two, it aſſo- 
clates with chem for the ſearch and attack of 1 
1 our bring in the. might. ng while 
Ifetamging our guns at a venture, one of our 
balls had wounded a Jackal. We found it the 
next day on our road, and it afforded a ſubject „ 
of diſpute for my troop; each claiming the ho- 
nour of having killed it, and alleging ſuch. 
9 whimſically pleaſant arguments in ſupport of 
bis pretenſions, that they made me e laugh ready. 
7 to burſt. DT; : | 
"This altercation continued the ENT way, 
and did not ceaſe till we approached the 
kraal, when J halted to wait for and receive” 
the chief. 

He came to meet me attended by ſome Wo- 
men, and a great part of the men of his horde. 
They were all ſtout, near five feet and a half 
[five feet ten inches Engliſh] high, with gentle, 

but cold and phlegmatic countenances. Everx 
ching about the men indicated the ſame phlegm: | 
their motion, geſtures, and looks, were demure 
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And figid; and 1 ſoon perceived, on conver- 
fing with them, that this ſluggiſh apathy exiſted 
in their thoughts and affections as well as in 
their exterior appearance. When any thing 


Was propoſed to them, whether agreeable” or 5 


not, they never anſwered immediately, but 
kept ſilence for ſome time, reflected gravely, 
and ſpoke with deliberation. | © 

This tranquil and uniform character is very 
different from that of ſavages in general. Iti is 
by no means that of the Gonaquas and Caffres: a 
and, what is more ſingular, it is ſtrikingly « con- 
traſted by that of the women of the horde, 
"whoſe lively looks indicate extreme galety, 20 
whoare great laugherson every occaſion, Iknow 
not what local cauſe can have thus ſaddened 
the minds of the Greater Nimiquas: fince, if 
their ſerious melancholy be a phyſical quality; 
how happens it that the women, who are their 
mothers or ew daughters, fo firangely differ 
from them? 

On the way 1 pelseiveg va herds of « oxen, 
which' T'was told belonged to the horde; and 
this diſcovery gave me much pleaſure, decide 
it afforded me hopes of being able to purchaſe 
 vithout difficulty as many as I wanted. When 

51 Y 3 > __ Tar 
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I arrived at the kraal, I aſked the chief if he 
could ſell me ſome, or "recommend me to ſuch 
5 perſons as could; promiſing to pay for them 
immediately in glaſs beads, and more eſpecially 
In tobacco. He kept lilence ſome time, turned 
towards his people, ſaid two or three words to 
them, and then, after another pauſe, calmly 

and conciſely replied: to a pt N at but 5 

ene, TOO” | 

This ambiguous 0 which mold * AX | 
very well ſuited the mouth of a Norman, ſeemed 
little conformable to the f rankneſs of the ſavage 
character. It was not a refuſal in form yet it 
diſconcerted me. My good friends the Cami⸗- | 
nouquas, however, who knew their neighbours, | 
whiſpered me not to be uneaſy; aſſuring me, 
that, if I concealed the wares 1 had mentioned, 

- and particularly took care not to be laviſh 
| before-hand of my tobacco, I Hop ſoon ob 
tain whatever I deſired. 

The advice appeared to 15 ow 4 ry 
loſe nothing by following it. Accordingly, to | 
give the chief a taſte for the barter I propoſed, | 
1 made bum 2 preſent of ſome excellent Dutch 
tobacco: but inſtead of a quantity, as Was: my 
dn cuſtom, F ar him n only to fill a 

K 8 N | 


* 


pe vr two, though his was unrenſonably large. 
Ele began to ſmoke it immediately, extolling 


ell the while its goodneſs, and handing his 


pipe to the chief perſons of his horde in fuc- 
<aon, hat ef WE be, * his en- 
eee | 
Thoſe % were not Ae to this es 
neſs appeared to be much vexed and mortified. 
They ſnuffed up with both noſtrils the ſmoke 
whiffed out by their comrades, and came with 
a ſupplicating air preſenting to me their empty 
pipes. Determined, in purſuance of my plan, 
not to yield, Laſked for oxen; they offered me 
teep. At length, that I might not appear tos 
eager for the change, and to throw them off 


their ſcent, I affected not to think any more on 


. the tulyed, FOR to have dense 4 and wait 
_ . However, as I Wa among a women 

me who had the appearance of ſcolding their 
Huſbands, and being diſpleaſed becauſe they did 
not bargain with me, I thought, if I could. get 
them on my; ſide, I ſhould gain my end more 
ſpeedily. , I gave out, therefore, that, if they 
would bring milk to my camp, I would give 
nn long for each bowlful  . 
46 : Y 4 N Thib- 
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This was nothing more chan 2 pretext- | 
Vas in no want of milk, xs: my three cos für- 
niſhed more than was ſufficient for my con- 
ſumption.” The day nearly ended, however, 
without my obtaining my purpoſe. For ſome 
time, I thought my propoſal would have no 
ſucceſs: but, towards evening, all the women ar- 
rived with their bowls; and my camp abounded 
with milk, for which I paid with great punctu- 
ality. They would gladly have received ſome 
of my tobacco inſtekd of beads: but I.ſtood 
firm; and my eonſtant refuſal had ſo good an 
effect, that one of them, who had probably 
more power over her huſband than the reſt, 
aſſured me, that the Ver ſhe would N 
me two very fine oxen. ee T0593 '2 
There wWas à ball, according to caſtor and. 
the dancing, continued all night. The Nimi- 
qua girls a are well made; handſome; and very 
Amorous. My men availed*therſelves of the 
dance to procure totes · a- tẽtes with them, and, 
not having oxen to purchaſe like me, they 
Proffered their allowances of tobacco, Ou 
were accepted for want of Vettek 


As I was chief of the caravan, a white, on 
polo of tobacco of a much better quality, 


many 
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many advances were made me; and I have no 
doubt but I might have formed, for a few 
pipesful only, an alliance with every family in 
the horde. I was even preſſed ſo cloſely, as 
to be obliged to employ ſome reſiſtanoe: but, 
at the ſame time, I muſt confeſs, that my re- 
fuſals were given in ſuch a way as not to of- 
fend; and they, who in conſequence of their 
advances had been expoſed to them, having 
ſoon found other arrangements to make, did 
not ſhow me the leſs friendſſip. For my own 
part; though, from prudential motives, I ha 
impoſed on myſelf certain laws which I-would 
nat infringe, I occaſionally indulged in jocu- 
lariry/of:ſpeech,  Bernfry had taught me to 
ſay in the Nimiqua language, neuycee neuyp - 
matee; and every time I repeated this phraſe 
to the young girls, they burſt out in a laugh. 

I muſt here add, that the girls alone appeared 
to me thus free; ; while the married women 
on the contrary were modeſt and reſerved. 
This is a charaQeriſtic difference, which, di- 
ſlinguiſhes the Greater Nimiquas from the 
Hottentot people in general; as like wiſe does 
the low cringeing air they. aſſume when, they 

Oe thing to aſk. * 
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_ promiſed me two oxen brought me three. To 
induce the reſt, to follow her example, I paid 
her handſomely, and gave her three bracelets 
of braſs wire, three girdles of beads, a portion 
of tobacco, 2 knife, and a ſteel i a —— 
Adebar full of inder.. 3 Ge SUL 

My people-cried out greatly on ts 1 
galiry. To liſten to them, I was bargaining 
ke a complete dupe: but I had my reaſons 

for acting thus; arid the woman herſelf under- 

ſtood them ſo well, that; before ſhe went away, 

ſhe aſked me to give her a glaſs of brandy into 
the bargain. Every thing here below is re. 
lative. She departed in the belief, that ſhe had 
taken me in: and I congratulated myſelf on 
obtaining from her three ſine oxen, each of 
which coſt me e e e 1 5 ä 
hkelfpenny-” OI Bukit £ „e Qs; 

The 1 e this woman had IP was 
no ſooner known in the horde, than all were 
eager to deal with me. Before night I had 
eleven oxen, and a moſt charming black bull. 

1 did not purchaſe this bull for myſelf, but for 

my worthy friend Slaber. He had often re- 

| ber ay * if I went KARE Nimiquas, 40% 
; Procury: 
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procure FRY ECO of theſe. n which 
ate higbly eſteemed by the planters for their 
— and beauty. It is true, this coſt me 
as much as four oxen: yet had mere been de- 
wanded, L would have given it with pleaſure 
for my reſpectable and affectionate friend. 

I was apprehenſive, - that the cattle, I had 
purchaſed might return to the herd, and that, 
mixing with the reſt, I might loſe them. To 
obviate this, and be able to know them again, 
I parked them on the thigh with a hot iron. 
On che other hand, it would give me ſome 
trouble to take them with me; and I would 
therefore gladly have ſent them immediately to 
Swanepoel, without e till I returned to 
| mY camp. 
The Abe horde, i it e RN 5 
Gua dle der by Kue l bis prople; for 
whoſe fidelity he would be anſwerable. - But 
this offer might be a ſnare, and a certain mode 
of regaining what I had purchaſed. However, 
my Caminouquas having aſſured me, that I 
had nothing to fear, and that a bargain made 
Vas ſacred among all the hordes, 1 accepted 
* . his offer; and, after having directed the drivers 

what road to take, and paid them before- hand. 

; I law ; 
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1 f che 
alſo reſumed my Journey, travelling north by | 


eaſt. el $25 173; 8 . WER 2905 n l 


us in 


7 ſet off: tte” 28 on my part, 


" 
be, 


Hefore the e 


ef left me, = exbſed”a t 


5 Meep to! be brought, which in his frigic man- 


ner eee 31 accept, affiting me tt 


gift. 1 did not refuſe it; though 
it Was an uſeleſs prefent to ine, ad thong bh 1 


| was eofivinced, that tis Hberality was not fo 
Aufsatereſted as he pretended. Accerdingly, 
| ke" refuſed nothing chat T offered him in te 
e 903 ig b „i met end vl at 
deR Inde diſtase Hm the Hordes L fbünd 
reſe vo bf falirie Water; in which were many 
. jumps of falt cryſtallized by the heat. Theſe 
I carefully collected, as IA Which nas 
ture Had made to my ſtore. 9411 110 595 U I 
3 Tw different cetttſbs het Offerctt heh? 
-Z felies to mes and Wis perpleted which to 
cChooſe: Due welt wins dry Plafm, ati 
wich mimoſas and chonh'ttdes, af heUnded by 
a chain of mountains at Ilie diſtanet of fibe or 
= leagues. Toward the caftl'alfo:was à plain, 


more open, it is true; büt at a diſtatice ! pers 


ceived: ſome large trees, Which. appeared to 
e The [Na 7 
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Lip River which. E. fhould fall in wich 


b "* 
again. t 5 711 2 . 


The geen of a e 1 3 my 4 


people and cattle made me turn to tliat fide; 


but I was deceived in my expectation- The | 
river had no water; and we were obliged to RE: 
paſs a night without any. To add to dur 


vexation, the place was full of pintadoes; 


birds of ill omen, which always indicate by 
their preſence a wretched country. Their 
cries pfevented us from cloſing our eyes. The | 
place where we paſſed: the night I called Pin. 


tada Camp; and, as ſoon as day broke, I 
haſtened to quit it, in hopes of finding a better. 


That day fortune favoured us; for, after 


| e north-eaſt three hours, we found a 


ſpring of excellent water; to which IJ gave the 
name of Tortoiſe. F. ountain, becauſe. I found 


near its bed a ſpecies of tortoiſe that I had never 


ſeen before. It weighed upwards of twelve 
pounds, and contained a conſiderable quantity : 


of eggs of all ſizes, among which was-a ſcore 
of yellow ones as large as thoſe of a hen. Ihad 


it broiled on the coals; and its white fleſh, which | 


Was as tender as that of a chicken, n. me 
an e eee V 


G2 
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The- pintadoes continued ts Fe with 
| ie noiſy. cackling ; but at the ſame time we 
had many ſpecies of beautiful birds; that 
which Bufſbn deſeribes under the name — 
grenadim of the coaſt of Africa, and particularly” 
the lovely W which 1 Wy and 
| mentioned. 6 

My hunters coo'bronght'ns ee 
animal; which I had not yet been able to pro- 
cure this was" the great jerboa aer e 
It is as large as our largeſt hates: its cb- 
lour is reddiſh and duſky, its tail very long, 
and terminating, like that of the ermine, in a 
ruft of black hair. The planters call it ſpring. 
aa (leaping hare), becauſe its bind legs, 
being out of of all proportion longer than thoſe 
before; enable it to take prodigious leaps.” lis 
ffeſh is excellent food. This ſingular quadru- 
ped; though abounding in certain cantons of 
Africa; is, notwithſtanding,” very difficult to 
find; becauſe, during the day, it retires into 
| deep holes; Whiict it forms in the earth, and 
comes out omy at ſunſet to feed ou * Leal, 
Which! is its chief aliment. - 
Bernfry, for his part, had the 1050 bun 
to o kill a male giraffe. It was fifteen feet and 


4 


ET TTL EY 35 


| a inch [about fixteen-feetand-: an luck Engliſh 
meaſure} high; and I ſhould have been glad to 
have had its ſkin as well as that of the other: 
but being at a diſtance from my camp, to 
which I did not think of returning, at leaſt 
very ſhortly, and being in want of every ne- 
ceſſary convenience for the purpoſe of carry- 
ing 1 it, what could L do with it? Ino felthow - 
great reafon I had to rejoice, that the former 
was ſafe at my-camp by Orange-River. This, 
being prepared and ſalted, ſerved to ſupply oy ; 
caravan: with food for ſome-days. 5 
The next day I directed my courſe north. 
by. welt, to reach a periodical ſtream called the 
Draa, (meandering river). Its bed, where 
we came up to it, was not deep; and we did 
not perteive it ill juſt as we were deſcending 
into it. A herd of buffaloes happened to be 
lying in it at the time. We were clofe to each 
other; but; on ſeeing us: they all rofe together, 
and fled with - a precipitation, noiſe, and af- 
fright, that I cannot deſeribe; while we, as 
much furpriſed as they at the meeting, and by 
no means prepared for fuck! an adventure, 
ſuffered'them to flee; without firing a ſingle 
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8 the Draay Mas dry had 4 fem. 
pools ; in ſome of its hollows, and was adorned... 
with beautifyl trees. I looked out for ja. place 
to encamp, both to reſt ourſelves, and to ſhelter 
us from a violent north wind, which blinded 
us with clouds of ſand, and ſuffocated. us with 
its ſcorching heat. At noon Fahrenheit's ther- y 
mometer ſtood at 1 10%, and make. I at : 
ſunſet it was at ninet yy N 


| Norwithſlanding the. wind and the. bows: 75 
went to try my fortune among the trees on 


5 che banks; and indeed I found there a moſt ſu- 


perb and e e eagle, of a new ſpecies, 5 
both male and female of which I had the cl. 
Pineſs to kill with my double-barrelled gun. 
+ had already ſeen. ſome of theſe birds on ng | 
banks of Orange-River; but they hs nor Wire £ 

me to approach them. r 
a his. eagle I named 5 Pee 1 | 
claws are ſtronger, and ſharper than thoſe f 
any other eagle known. Equal in ſtrength 
to the golden eagle, it has, as a diſtinguiſhing | 
characteriſtie, a ſort of creſt. pendent. from the 
Hind part of the head : : the leg i is covered with 
'A fine down throughout its whole length, and 
| the ug are deſtitute RX Ahoy long feathers / 
| | com- c 


K. 
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| common to rapacicus birds: all the fore part 
of the body is of a perfect white, and the reſt 
of a light brown. I was near three Jeagues 
from my cump when. 1 killed theſe two beau - 
riful birds, and 1 arrived. at it extremely fa - 
tigued with carrying them; for, together, they 
did not weigh much leſs than thirty pounds. 

In the afternoon, while I was employed in | 
ſkinning and preparing my two eagles, I was 
informed. that our horſes were Jolt. An aged 
Caminouqua, not leſs than ſixty, had taken 
charge of them; but the old man, overpowered 
by the exceſſive heat, and ſtill more, ee 4 
by the fatigue of a journey beyond his ſtrength, 

had fallen aſleep, and, not being able to find 
them when he awoke, had gone and ſecreted | 
himſelf for fear of being puniſhed. | 9 5 
All that could be done on the e __ 
to "on myſelf on the. ſearch, which I did - SR 
with all my people. 2 Bernfry s horſe was gone 
as: well as mine. Inſtead of following my ex- 
ample, this paſſionate being, who had bitherro © 
behaved. tolerably well, becauſe his choleric 
- N temper had had no occafion of being rouſed, 
: burſt out at once in imprecations againſt the 
careleſſneſs of the Eepan * ſwore with 
Vor. 1. | "- dread- 
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- dreadful! onths, that if he mer oh dn te 
wok knock him in the head. Ich 
It fo happened. that, in the 9 of: the | 
Rach, he found him; and without pity for | 
his age, without compaſſion for the forrow!he 
expreſſed! "for à very pardenable fault, he 
actually Knocked him dowh' at his feet, ad 
began beating him with fury. This violence 
was ſo much the miore blameable, becaufe at 
' that moment the horſes were juſt com wes 
een Hottentots britigitig chem back. — 
_ Happily for the poor fellow, I was not gr 


off. On hearing his cries L ran up, and found 
kim coveret wirkt blood This fighty/ 1 con- 


fefs, put me altoſt beſide” myſelf. Seized with 


| fed roatol; I dxagged the blood:thirfty wreteli 


from his victim; and Puſhing him to a diſtanee 


Voith all my Atrength, 1 thicatetied him with 
| ny vengeance if he dared approach the old 


ng again. Learn, added I, that all 
* who compoſe my camp are ii my pay and 
* my ſervice; that you have no authority over 
them; and **. to Arike u therefore, is 


Eto inſult e.“ 14 4 2208 wa n . pf bat £4 30 


This ſpeech completed tee. Hefoakied 
with fury; aki, ny whether T were come 
hg a 


: 


„Aro T ws 
Mio be country to fupport the ſavages againſt 
ä the whites, threatened to quit me. I took him 
at his word; and even deſired him to do ſo in 
a tone vhich ſhowed I inſiſted upon it: and; 


tale care of him. I ſaw the monſter with⸗ 
draw. with łris people to the diſtante of four 
or five hundred ent from ps w_ _—_ there 
1 } , ee 


—— ee eee 


alanolvgi-circumRance; and IL could not fee 


his apparent refolve to remain ſo near me with - 


out uneaſineſs. No action that ſubſerves his | 


vengeance Comes \ainiſs to a villain.” Bernfry 


took-with him a buffaloe's horn full of powder, 


which I had given him for the chace, and I 


had reaſon to apprehend he would make uſe 


of it to injure us. My people? though de- 


lighted at being rid of him, and applauding niy 
ſeverity, which they conſidered as an act of 
kindneſs.” towards them, feared from him, 


: A with me, ſome nocturnal trezchery. 
2 * 


as there were in my camp a fe men and wo- 
men of his horde-who had attended him, I or- 
dered cheſe alſo to remove immediately; They 
went and joined him, while I led the old Caz - 
minouqua to my tent, to dreſs his wounds and 


5 
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They v were unanimous far keeping watch 1 

5 oight'under arms; and -I watched with chem. 
It may well be imagined; that the wfible 
night was ſpent ifi talking of Berufry. Some 
related actions of his to which they had been 
witneſs; others, ſuch as they had heard told; 
but all were deeds of the moſtnefarious deſerip- 
tion. Theſe ſtories made me reflect deeply. 
| 1 reproached myſelf for the indulgence with 
Which I had before excuſed and attenuated his 
faults, and 1 congratulated myſelf for having 
him no longer in our company; beſide that 
he was now uſeleſs to me, ſince I was ſoon to 
enter oountries into which no white man Had 
ever penetrated where he was no more known 
' that myſelf, and where his brutal and haſty 
temper, his viees and ſpirit of plunder, might 
become dangerous to me, by exciting quarrels, 

| FO nk to be ee pe na- 
tives. e CCT 
Mus ee a FRO mhle ad 
5 eee. me to refuſe many honeſt perſons 
at the Cape, when they offered to accompany 
me on my journey. Muſt it not be imptudent 
in me, therefore, to take as an aſſociate a man 
* 9 75 yy from whom I. could, expect no- 


ws 
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— 
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thing: but .vexation, while I had Sly 
refuſed agreeable - companions, from whom, 


_ after all, 1 AT as uncertain: Ages: to 19 7 


| wo 90 


It: is true, L WT ſuſſered Ft to obo pany: f 


me, merely that I might remove him from my 


camp, becauſe 1 thought him leſs to be dreaded 
when under my-own eyes. But there: is no 
avoiding our deſtiny. This abominable wretch 
ſeemed to have been ſent by fate to diſconcest 
my ſchemes. It will hereafter be ſeen. to what 
a length he was capable of earrying his ven- 


geance toward me, who neither could nor 


vould put an end to it at a ſingle ſtroke. 
It was to be. feared, that the-barbarous treat- 
ment of the old Caminouqua would alienate 


— 


the minds of his countrymen, and that they 


would return home for feat of experiencing 


the ſame themſelves. Conſequently TI expected 


to ſee them arrive as ſoon as it was day to an- 
nounce their departure: but I found with plea- 


ſure, that, far from ſhowing any reſentment, 
they came to thank me for having protected 


and ſaved the life of one of their brethren, and _ 


aſſure me they were ready to follow me NOI: 
ever I: pa do lead chem. 5 i bt 


29 55 E 9 RE mes | 


8. * Nav E 'L 8 1 N 

" Theſe profeſſions of attachment in my pre⸗ 
ent ſituation, gave me great pleaſure. I im- 
mediately reſumed my journey; and, proeeed- 
ing north-eaſt, to avoid following the'windings 
of the Draay, we fell in with an elbow of the 
river four leagues on, where we halted in the 
midſt of elephants and buffaloes. I ſay in the 
midſt of theſe atimals; for they were ſo nume 
rous, and ſo far from wild, gt. we were * 
rounded by them on all ſides. 
In the afternoon we welle Fo 3 
Geben in a north-weſt direction, in order to 
remove from the rivet altogether; and we en- 
camped near à brook, which, like the river, 
was dry; though, like the river alſo, it had 
collections of 8 in e em 
parts. bean 00 3415 
Theſe eech in le mdf det a wachen 
Age had attracted, E believe, all the monſters 
of Africa; ſo that throughout the-whole of my 
travels I have ſpent few ſuch turbulent nights, 
On all fides we heard wild beaſts, and eſpecially 
lions, roaring in a terrible manner. Many 
of the latter, in particular, came roaming round 
my camp during the nigbt, filling both my 
cattle and my people with affright; neither 
Fa VV 


* 


. 0 . _ 
. nor gur guns could keep them off; 
_they anſwered, with / a ſort of rage, the noiſe 
_ of others at a diſtance, and ſeemed to call them ; 
to the carnage, and to an attack i in concert. 
At length, however, day delivered us from 
em and as Lhad remarked that the noiſe | 

came chiefly from the north-weſt, to avoid 
theſe animals I hanged my courſe to the 
_ north-caſt. 
On quitting a defile, we entered a | canton, | 
over which were ſcattered ſeveral herds f 
cattle; but the keepers, collected them together 
at ſeeing us, and fled with them as faſt as poſ- 


_ * able. In vain did we endeayour to remove 


their fears by ſigns of friendſhip: involved i in 
| clouds.of duſt raiſed by their flight, they could / 
_. not, perceive. us, and I was apprehenſive they 
would. communicate their terror, and ſpread 
a general alarm through their kraal. 
To prevent this unlucky conſequence, I 
made Klaas mount on horſeback, and ſent him 
after them, followed by thoſe Nimiquas who 
had, faithfully rar me from the laſt 
Ha 3 ee the 1 language, would be 


br able. more effecually to allay their fears. 
331 — 4 EE Theſe 
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"Theſe Nindiquhs aſſured me, that this ſtep was | 
unneceſſary; but L had laid it down as a Prin- 
ciple, that T could never take too many pre- 
| cautions, and' would no wane IHE OP: 
Pearance but as a friend: OOH. 
Klaas, after having removed the apprehen- 
"ons" of the fugitives by means of the Nimi- 
: *quas, went with them to their kraal, to inform 
the horde of my arrival; and I ſoon ſaw him 
return ſurrounded by about fifty ſavages, all 
without arms, in token of friendſhip and con- 
fidence. Among them was their chief, whoſe 
countenance ſhbwed Him'to be ill, and indeed 
he made me underſtand, that he had d been le 
9 allied with a dyſentery,” EP; NH 
lis diſeaſe did not prevent him from ac- 
| cepting, with great "ſigns of joy, a glaſs of 
brandy, which I preſented to bim to enliven - 
his ſpitits. But after he bad allowed two 
tcmhlrds of it, he gave the reſt to a woman who 
accompanied him, and WhO was one 10 wn 
wives; for be had two. WIN 0406044 e 5 
Ms his woman was on the point & Hig, 
but ſhe would nevertheleſs be one of the party to 
Tee an extraordinary man. Stie had long heard 
* talk X *. but coule's never believe all the 
„ 8 wonders 
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wonders that were related, and now came to 
be aſſured of them by her. on eyes. She ex- 
amined me very attentively, viewed me in 
every direction, and at length beſtowed on me 
many marks of friendſhip. | Theſe | repaid 
with intereſt, and made her ſeveral preſents, 
with which ſhe was infinitely pleaſed. - 
This horde was one of the moſt numerous 
| of che Nimiqua nation. I traverſed the kraal 
with: my whole troop, and went to pitch. my 
camp a mile or two farther on, near a ſpring, 
the water of which was excellent, though it 
had a milky hue which injured a little its tranſ- 
parency. Reſolving to ſtay a few days at 
this place, in order to ſtudy the manners of the 
nation, I announced my deſign to my people, 
to whom it was very agreeable news. In a 
| moment they had erected my tents, conſtrued 
their huts, and formed that encloſure of ſtakes, 
Which, according to our uſual cuſtom when I 
intended to tarry at any place, ſerved to tie 
our horſes and oxen to, and encloſe them. 
Wuile the men and women were all buſied 
as their ſeveral employments, a beautiful bee- 


enter, of a new ſpecies, came and pitched boldly _ - 


- veep. This Was offering f 
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| himſelf to my'colleQion, into which T-atcord- | 
ingly made W enter, en A dow 
with my gun. 
e of .the. 8 1 80 
amel by curioſity, were amuſing themſelves 
by looking at the operations of the encamp- 
ment, were by me at the time. Theſe, moſt 
of whom had not the leaſt idea of fire-arms, 
were greatly ſurpriſed. The aſtoniſhment 
produced in them by the loud exploſion of my 
gun, and the ſudden death of the bird, may 
 ealily be imagined, Stupefied with admiration, 
they immediately ran to the kraal, to relate the 
double prodigy they had witneſſed. - The re- 
Pont had been heard there; but when it was 
known, chat it Wat the white man Who had 
; 0 the thunder, and: Tied wink at the 
— the ee eee Ne 
I be neæt day, when theſe 3 came 
$0 viſit my camp, I was employed in taking 
an obſervation of the ſun's altitude. Thoſe 
ho the day before had ſeen: me take aim at 
the bee · eater before it fell, and no.] a ma. 
direct my quadrant, which they took for ano-- 
ter be in whe land: manner a the wy 
ict STE e 
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fixed their looks attentively, no at the inſtru- 
melt, then at the luminary. Silent and mo- 
tionleſs, they waited for the report with impa- 


ttence, and were much diſconcerted when they 


found my e terminate "RO By _- 


Ploſion-. 0 B12 GL 


The reſt of theit a who, RY | 


the tale they had heard, expected ſome prodigy, 


did not well know what to think of it. At 


length, however, willing to ſatisfy them in one 
way or another, and at the ſame time amuſe 


myſelf with their ſimplicity, I cauſed my per- 
ſpective glaſs to be brought, which to them 


was a third fuſee, placed it on the ſtand which 
ſerved as a ſupport for my great carbine, arid, 


dtirecting it towards the kraal, deſired the per- | 


fon whom I thought" che boldeft Nen 
Nimiquas to book chtough n i, dn 

_ . © Every one knows the hiſtory of the . 
man born blind; who ſuddenly ſaw the light, in 


conſequence of the depreſſion f his oataract 
by Cheſelden. It may be remembered, that 


ſor ſome ume all the objects he ſaw were to 
him ſo many illuſions; that he believed them 
all cloſe to his eye; that he was miſtaken with 


regard to heir figures 8 well TRY ditance; © 


_ 


6 nd 


ow ws TANVELS In 
and that he learned. to judge „bee a 


*moteneſs: ox by: we ſenſe of nen, : 


Os" 


What Cheſclden's: Hind. ans Ws the | 
| | oſt clear · ſighted man may be, with a limited 
underſtanding, and if the optical object he 


perdeives be new to him. To ſuppoſe that 
the Nimiqua at my perſpective glaſs eould con- 
je dure the mode in which the magie eſſect of 


the inſtrument was produced, would be placing 


bim on a level with us; would be. giving him 


FN credit for our experience, our knowledge, i in 


| phyſics, and a multitude. of ideas and refleo- 
tions that could Wers enter 3060. 2 __ and 
untaught Wind. 7 eat 
Let us et 5 en Ch lights af or our 
: education; let t us ſuppoſe ourſelves. like him 
profoundly ignorant, and without the leaſt 
conception of a perſpective glaſs; and we 
= may then conceive what his wonder muſt 
have been, when he beheld ſo near him à hut, 


With two little children playing at its entrance. 


His aſtoniſnment was ſo great, that he trem- 
bled with joy, and all his muſcles were con- 


D 


| tracted at once. Without moving his eye 
den the gla6s.he « Orthod hin hand romance. 


\ 


* 


; Ae 8 in | this Spe be quitted, the 
. inſtrument, and was equally ſurpriſed not to 
ſee them where he, ſuppoſed chem to be. He 
chen aſked his companions whether they were 
returned to their former place. In vain did 
they .anſwer,. that they had ſeen nothing of 
them: he would not believe: them; he pointed 
With his finger to the place where he had ſup- 
. poſed the objects to be 1 4 . there 
© they, were, ſaid he. The more they per- 
ſiſted in endeavouring to 1 him of his 
miſtake, the more he was offended at them, and 5 
the ſcene had nearly terminated in a quarrel. oy 
Among the human beings on whom nature : 

has eguferred a larger or ſmaller portion. of 
underſtanding, the Hottentot. nation, taking 
together its different tribes, is, of all others, 
the leaſt endowed with it. With this light 
portion of intelligence, did the Nimiqua rea- 
ſon, and perſiſt in aſeribing to my glaſs the 
power of attracting to it every objec, not. 
. withſtanding all my endeavours to render my i 
expetieuce ſenſible to his mind, of W be 

could comptehend nothing. fe 2 
q His" 'cxphinativil, his niht his OY 
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anger, Yonder hai exttied the Arty cf . 
Bis comralles' aft Locle come 46 my glaſb f 
anck L accedett to their defires, changing tie 
direction of the tube, herbe, es 
without their kufpeering it, What they obſeived 
' raviſhed them with delight: it was'a ſebne of 
general enchantment. But while Towne ſaww 
trees brought near, others a möourtait, ſome 
birds' fling, others whole betds of cattle," it 
may be'imagined what confuſion” mult reſult 
from their tranſports, as they diſputed eu- 
cerning the objects they beheld ſo near them 
and how 1 T Was amuſed by an Per! 
plerity. a Pr tot: DH $97 Wy: 
This e cominued til 26g : | 
bars! it was an inſtruckide diverſion for me, 
and ſhowed me What an aſcendancy tHe theft 
| unſkilful mountebanks were capable of adquirs 
ing over nations as 8701 ar theſe when £ 
they firſt diſcovered them 
All this oceaſioned me Rill/more Ville Py 
next morning, on the part of thoſe who-eould 
not come the preceding day. Among them 
were the chief and his two wives. With one 
of them 1 was now an old acquaintanoe; and 
We the „ She was 
| : ane 


{wa 


— i 
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_ accompanied: by two of her children, a boy 

and girl, twins, four years of age. She had 
been delivered of tw¾ins once before, ieh 
alſo were alive, and 1 to- have in 
e ct Dai an aft 
I treated the chief 400 8 e a a 
Dutch breakfaſt, after the manner of the Cape; 
chat is to ſay, with good tobaceo and brandy ; 
after which they requeſted to ſee my-perſper« 


tive glaſs, and admire the wonders they had 


heard of it. I placed it on the ſtand as before; 
but no ſooner had they ſeen one object, than 
they deſired me to bring them another, not 
doubting but it ae R the virtue of Tn 
them come at my call. | 7 
After they were gone, the people of 8 
horde came in ſuceeſſion, and made me the 
fame requeſt. The ſport was very well for a 
chile; but repetition would render it tire- 
| ſome; and to avoid this I gave it up. However, 
for the ſatisfaction of the curious, I left the 
glaſs in its place the whole day, giving one of 
my Hottentota the charge of it, with orders 
not to permit it to he moved or touched. 
When entered the Nimiqua country, abs 
_ defign: was to inveſtigate every thing that had 
2 . 3 joy been 


* 
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been ſald of ir at che Cape. How-tnany h 
had 1 not heard of this nation! what won - 
derful things concerning its manners, its arte 
its treaſures, &c.! The reader knows alreadyx 
What to think of its pretended minęs of gold 
and filver; andthe tales of its arts ang. its laws - 
are on a par wich thoſe of its mine. 
Kolben is the man who has Apes ke: 
7 on all theſe fables. Even I, having no 
| idea geſpecting theſe diſtant and unknown. 
people, gave ſome credit to the dreams of this 
writer. In conſequence, as I penetrated into 
thei interior of Africa, and viſited the Hotten- 
_ tots, I every where ſought. the traces of that 
flouriſhing agriculture, * which they -under- 
< ſtand incomparably better than the Europe- 
« ans of the Cape, Who frequently apply to 
<« them for advice on the ſubjeQ.” I was de- 
firous of ſeeing ſome of thoſe ſolemn: marriage 
ceremonies; which a prieſt petforms, and which 
he legitimates by ſprinkling the newly united 
couple with his urine. I wiſhed to viſit he 
public priſons of theſe people, and be preſent 
at the ſittings of their tribunals, and the-dearees- 
of their ſovereign council. Perhaps I had de- 
e Africa 
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the. hodour of being admitted, into that order 
of knighthood; che progreſs and ceremonials 
of which the hiſtorian. has deſcribed with no 
leſs pomp than minuteneſs; 

Alas! all theſe ſpleridid. chien raniſhed 
before. me. Religion, police, laws, military 
tactics, ofiers of battle, treaties of peace, ex- 
periented generals, ptiſoners; of war; vanquiſl- 
ers and vanquiſhed, were all romances exiſting 
only in the brain of the author, and in the 
taverns where they had been told him * thai 
who made him their ſport. 917 

Thirty or forty. years after the publication 
of bis voyage, Abbe de la Caille made ſome 
ſtay at the Cape; and thus was enabled, on 
ſome poiuts at leaſt, to paſs judgment on the 
work. He ſpoke of it as he ought, and as it 
deſerves. Since la Caille, other travellers have 
given their opinions of Kolben; and the learned 
nom know how far they may rely on the ac- 
counts of that traveller. 
.Toliſten.to him, in al the EH Tis tribes 
one exception, mothers have the inhu- 
man prejudice of reſolying not to have twins, 
and the abominable cuſtom of deſtroying one 


of the two. If the twins conſiſt of two boys, 
Vor. n or 


ow TRAVELESSIN 7 
' or ins girls; they kill the weaker of the two; 
| if a boy and girl, the girl, he ſays, is the victim: 
and he bluſhes not to avow,. es! . 25 ** 
neſled theſe crimes. | 
Now I aver, that this 5 is he blackeſ N 
ealumny againſt nature that ever defiled the 
pen of a writer deſtitute of modeſty. The 
fight! of the-two twins of one of the -wives'of 
the chief was ſufficient to convince me of this. 
However, as theſe children might have been 
an exception to the general law for ſome par- 
ticular reaſon, I reſolyed to interrogate their 
father reſpecting this pretended maſſacre. | 
Every morning before I went algal he 
eame to ſee me with his two wives, and regale 
himſelf with a pipe of tobacco and a /o/je; or 
fmall glaſs, of brandy. Though his language 
was different from that of the Hottentots on 
the weſtern coaſt, yet, in the two months had 
ſpent in che eountry, I had learned to under- 
Rand it a little, and make myſelf underſtood; ” 
One day as I was ſitting on the graſs, near 
: my tent, with him and his two wives, I turn- 
ed the converſation te the ſubject of twins, 
aud aſked his wife whether, if ſhe ſhould have 
wins again, ſhe would net 0 one of 
6+ + f them? 
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chem? This queſtion appeared to offend her: 
ſhe kept ſilence, and fell into a deep muſing- 
But the huſband; turning towards ine, and re- 
minding me that I had ſeveral times aſked him 
ſimilar queſtions; declared with' warmth, that 
ſuch” a ſacrifice was impoſſible. N 1 

Thus we ſee how juſt are the whites, who, bes 
evi Kolben, accuſe the Nimiquas of a crime 


fo abominable as to be an outrage 8 * 5 55 


common mother of all beings, 

I will here add, that the Nimiquas not only 
FR not make away with one of their twins 
when they have them, but preſerve and bring 
up all their children. This duty is ſo natural, 
that'T could not have made them nen 
an idea repugnant to it. 3 | 

Beſide the grand and revolting lang of 
which I have juſt ſpoken, 1 had heard, reſpect- 
ing the Greater Nimiquas, another abſurd fable, | 
the falſehood of which I equally verified. This 
was not told me at the Cape, like the pre- 
ceding one I had it from Klaas Baſter, who, 


deing born near Orange-River, might have 


known ſome tary. OPTING Wn people be. 

Win certainty. \ 
"NO to him, the fathers, 16 3 IR 
1 a 2 Affection 
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affection Mey bear their children, feed cheir 
eldeſt in a particular manner, as being of right 
| the firſt object of paternal care. For this pur- 
poſe, they put him in à coop, as it were: that 
is, they ſhut him up in a trench made under 
their hut, where, being deprived of motion, 
he loſes little by perſpiration, while they feed 
and cram him in a manner with milk and 


_ - greaſe, By degrees the child fattens, and gets 


as round as a barrel; and when he is come to 
ſuch a ſtate as not to be able to walk, but to 
bend under his own' weight, the parents ex- 
bibit him to the admiration of the horde; who,” 
from. that period, eonceive more or leſs eſteem 
and conſideration for the family, accordingly 
as. the miner has Fe more or leſs ro- 
Hunahitys:: 0 025 hag Bette; bot]? . 
Such was the account given me by Klass | 
Baſter: ; and though it appeared to me alto- 
gether improbable, yet the narrator related ſo 
many . particulars,” of which he pretended to 
have been an eye-witneſs; he had ſo little 
intereſt in impoſing upon me; and the human 
mind, in uncultivated and ignorant nations; 
appears ſometimes capable of ſuch ſenſeleſa 
| cuſtoms and pre) 1 9 888 * n 
fei e 8 4 Re 
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my ne 1 could not avoid OE. 
LY 5 | 

Soon, however, "OM e Where: 
ever I aſked any queſtions on the ſubje&, 1 
ſaw that the people to whom I addreſſed my- 
ſelf. were ready to laugh in my face. Still, as 
it appeared ſtrange to me, that a man ſhould 

talk of what he kad ſeen, when he had in re- 
ality ſeen nothing; as it was poſſible, that the 
fable might have ſome foundation, without 
being true in all its particulars; I was willing 
to convince myſelf what could have given riſe 
| to it; and, every time I viſited. a horde, I took 
care, nder different pretences, to examine, one 
after another, all the huts of the kraal, and to 
aſk whieh was the eldeſt child of the family ; 

but I no where faw any thing that indicated * 
either'this PI wer or Ghis nn 
. Ps. © ; 

It is probable that due a ule may have, 
originated among the planters reſiding on the 
Namero, and in the neighbourhood of the 
country of the Nimiquas; that it was a plea» 

ſantry of ſome wit of the place on the lean- 
_ neſs of theſe people, which indeed is extreme; 

and that Klaas Baſter, the ſon of a Hottentot 
255 Aa Wen and 


. 
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by and A planter, having had it inſtilled into him | 


in his infancy, had finiſhed, like other roman» 


Cees, by aſſerting that he haf ſeen what he had 


anly been told. And thus it is, that, through= 


count dhe whole af che ealony'- of. the Cape, 
theplapters and even he Hottentots will aſſure 


you, that ſprinkling With urine is practiſed in 
the martiaggiceremogies/vfthe ſavage hordes. 
I ] ſhall hee give the figures of two Great 
er Nimiques, & man and wWeman. The for⸗ 
Gy r is tat gf the e | 
| Uk, i in ode 0 his ſittings with me to-ſmoke. A. 


| | pips, | Jaldeqg-itathe-pantials of one of big 


wives i but, b ſoma. docient this Ja Way 


| loſt in my returm tn Eure. n 


For want of it, I have gabe 8 + 


IS which is bar of a woman xh long teaſed mg 


ta draw her picture alſol ill at laſt, for my 
amuſement, I conſented. 1 mention this, that 

my readers may tot judge of the features 

ol the Nimiqua womay by thoſe f the fetnalo 
beore offered to theig view., She was, in reality, 
one of the moſt ordinary in the horde; they 
are, in general, more agrerable in their pere 
ſions, and when your! oe ane ba 
LE | ROO” e | | 3 $013. N 
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ee ̃ «⁰r.1ñ1 üww -w — —55̃ää — w.ĩuñ᷑ — ,,. 
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GREATER NIMI 


- fits, the Greater Nimiquas are taller than 
"the other Hottentot tribes, They appear even 
to exceed in height the Gonaquas, though 


perhaps they do not in reality. Their ſlender 
bones, delicate air, thin ſhape, and ſmall legs, 


every thing, i in ſhort, even to their cloaks, 
which reach from their ſhoulders to the ground, 


contributed to the illuſion. On ſeeing the 


bodies of theſe men as ſlender as the ſtem of a 
tree, you would almoſt ſuppoſe them to have 
paſſed through the inſtrument 9% a Wires 
drawer. 

Leſs deep in colour than the Cares, SE 


have at the ſame time more pleaſing features 


than the other Hottentots, becauſe their noſe 
is leſs flattened, and their cheeks leſs promi- 
nent, But their cold and unmeaning counte- 
nances, their phlegmatic and immoveable air, 


give them a particular character by which 85 


they are diſtinguiſhed. Every time I looked 
at them, I fancied I beheld one of thoſe 
lank, long · viſaged, gothic figures placed at the 
church-doors in certain catholic countries as 
if to ſerve as ſentinels. 


1 have already ſaid, ther the women do not 


ſhare this tranquil apathy. Gay, lively, ſpor- 
ERR, 7 + 5 tive, 
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tire, and loving [mich | to laugh,” vou dan ; 
9 füppoſe them to be formed of different mat | 
rials. It is ealy enough to cqnceive, that 4 a 
| man and wife may live peaceably together, 
notwithſtanding ſuch difference of diſpoſition; 
but it is not eaſy; to underſtand or explain how 
ſuch melancholy fathers can beget daughters 
ſo gay, 5755 ſuch e 1 225 Yeu Þ FOup 0 
dull. | 
: The Lie differs not at al an i ſhape Rom ili 5 
Hottentot cloak; only, as I have before re- 
marked, it is longer. Many of them uſe the 
keins of the hyzna, the Jackal, or the ſatis, 
When they ; are lucky enough t to o procure : a at 2 
| ficiency to mpke' a krols, | 
| * They ornament them with phaſs bach and 
plates of copper, which they obtain from the 
Hottentots of the colony. I found among them 6 
a particular ſort of theſe: beads, conſiſting. of ; 
tle long tubes of different colours, and tranſ⸗- 
parent. ' Theſe being unknown at the Cape, 
I wiſhed to! know whence the ſavages procured 
them. They informed m i e, that they got them 
| by barter with other neighbourin 8 nations, who 
had them only at the ſecond-hand; and that 
they came gay from the” blacks -who 


2 3 e 'S 


AP R re 42 3 
dwelt on thi cort'ef tlie Indian ſea, to the 
eaſt of mag Tu whom bor were pF 
cated. * © | 
If the beads of which I am condi: were 
Bones or gems coloured by nature, it might | 
be believed that the blacks of the weft; after 
Having reduced them into little pieces, might 
know how to ſhape and perforate them; as 
the ſavages of Guiana do with the amazonian 


ſtonę. I have found coloured ſubſtances in 


ſeveral rocks on the welt of Africa, and there 
may be the ſame on the eaſt. But theſe in 
queſtion are enamels; that is to ſay, glaſs, 
made by fuſion and formed by blowing. Now 
as ſuch an operation requires, not only for the | 
melting, hut alſo for the compoſition of the 
_ colours, conſiderable {kill, implements, che- 

. mical knowledge, &c. I think it may be 
affirmed, without anx great raſhneſs, that the 
negroes of the eaſt were never maſters of 
ſuch an art; and that the enamels they ſell 
to their neighbours probably come from the 
Fortugueſe colonies of Moſambique. I have 
in my cabinet one of theſe girdles of glaſs bead, 
and I can aſſert that it is neither of, aneh 
or Dutch manufacture. tine 
 Beſidg 
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Beſide the kind-of decoration which I. h 
juſt deſeribed, the Greater Nimiquas uſe ans. 
| + other, that of daubing their hair with a thick 
layer ef greaſe, mingled with the powder of 
different odoriferous woods. Many of them 
tattoo their faces, arms, and even bodies. But 
- the latter cuſtom is not ſo prevalent among 
- them, as among other people more to the 

north. This too may be A native cuſtom, 
which the ſame ſpirit of coquetry that gave 
riſe to it in other nations may 5 equally 
Ng the Nimiquas to invent. „ 

As to religion, divine-worſhip, has tem- 
gies; and the idea of an immortal ſoul, they 
ate all non-entities to them. On theſe ſub» 
jects, like all the reſt ofthe ſavages their neigh» 
bours, they have not the ſlighteſt notion 

Nature has told them, ſufficiently plain, not 
to do to another what they would not another 
ſhould do to them; and their little aſſociations, 
which are a commencement of civilization, 
lead them in this reſpect farther than many 
cCultivated people, by enjoining them to do 10 : 

IN would be done b. 
I know not whether I ought here to relate | 
On WO: cuſtom praftiſed by the NO : 


. oy ; 


A PRIGA, - „ 
lich, ke many others, ariſes ſolely from 
their ignorance ; which is tying up the pre- 
puee when they bave a river ie croſs, - This is 
performed. with a thread of gut; and, as their 
ideas of modeſty differ from ours on certain 
points, they do it before their daughters with 
Rx ſeruple. 8 

When I aſked them the reaſon of this cuf. 5 
tom, they told me, like true ſavages, that it 
was to cloſe. an opening by which the water 
might enter into their bodies, - Yet, as a proof 
how extravagant and even contradictory the 


prejudices pf ignorance are, the women on 
ſuch occaſions neither tio nor ſtop up any part 


of the body, whatever acceſs it may n ta 
offer to the fluid element. | | 
Aſter what I have ſaid of the phi 
temper of the Nimiguas, it will be ſuppoſed 
that they are by no means warlike. Let, like 
the ſurrounding nations, they have their aſſa- 
gays and poiſoned arrows; and like them can 
handle theſe arms with dexterity. They pof- 
_ ſeſsalſothofe war-oxen, ſo formidable in battle, 
and fo favourable to the cowardice or inaQtivits 
of the combatanta. They have even a pecu- 
har implement of war, which their neighbours. 


1. 1 
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have not; | This i is a large buckler, of his 
height of the perſon who bears it; behind which 
the Nimiqua can completely conceal himſelf, 
But, beſide that his natural apathy. prevents 
him from giving or taking offence, he is in 
reality puſillanimous and cowardly from ihe, 
coldneſs of his diſpoſition, To utter only the 
name of Houzouara before him is ſufficient” to 
make him eatable; This name is that of a 
neighbouring nation, born brave and warlike, 
_ "and diſtinguiſhed. from other African nations 
by peculiar features. 1 ſhall ſoon have 9 880 
to ſpeak of them. 8 S035 3k Ie) I 
Notwithſtanding his frigidity, the Niminns 
is not inſenſible to pleaſure. He even ſecks 
with avidity thoſe which, requiring but little 
exertion, are capable of agitating” him and 
Procuring agreeable ſenſations. Every even- 
Ang, as ſoon as the fire was kindled in my 
camp, thirty or forty perſons, men and women, 
vould come and ſit with my people in a circle 
round it. For ſome time a profound ſilence 5 
as maintained: at length one of them would 
open his mouth to relate a ſtory, and would 5 
then ſpeak without ceaſing for hours together. 
l if was. not. ſulficiently acquainted with the 
N „e 
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Passe to cotuptehendithe- whole of che nar+. 
ration; but I underſtood, that it eomtnonly 
related to ſome event to the honour of the na- 
tion, and that the unfortunate hero of the 
tale was almoſt always a hyzna, a lion, or a 
Houzouana. Every now and then, the arator 
was interrupted by the noiſy ſallies of the 
women, who ſhook their very ſides with, laughs 
ter. The men, without taking any ſhaze in 
this' extravagant: mirth, reaſoned gravely, and 
with an appearance of profound thought, on 
the circumſtances | they had juſt heard. In 
the midſt of this groteſque and incongruous 
plcture, I amuſed myſelf with the dignity of 
the reaſoners; while the women, who ſaw 
me ſmile, and knew that I underſtood nothing 
of thei tale, redoubled their MEN till they ; 
were out of breath. „et 
Their muſical LIPS are the AY a8 
thoſe of the other Hottentots; but their dan- 
eing is very different, and reſembles the temper : 
of the nation. If the countenance have received 
from nature, features that can expreſs our paſ- 
ſions, the body alſo has its attitudes and maye- 
ments that paint our temper and feelings The 
e of the Nimiqua 1 is frigid, like hielt, 6 


and 


ans 


* 
#0. 
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n g develd of grate und tllariey/rhaty wele 
it not for the extremd galety of the women it 
might be called che daner ef the dead. 


luheſe terte, te whois dahefug is 


fatigue; ſhow little eagerneſs: for any türig 


but wagere, games of calculation and chanej 
| ad all the ſedentary amuſements which re- 


quire patience and reflection, of which they 


| ae mtr Eapable than they are of motion. 
Ondꝭ ef their favourite games is what they 


«all ihe tiger and the lambs. Ir is nearly us 
_ follows: I ſay nearly, for I never underſtobd 


de or chtee inches deep, forming a fort of 
che- table. The Roles are made in ratiks; 
fide by fide, but the number is not fiued. 1 


Have ſeen them vatying from twenty to forty. 
D play, they take à certain number of 


plates” of Iheep s- dung, hardened by drying, 
 Pioportiviiate tothe nuraber of ticles, and which 
- fefteſent lambs. Some ef che holes alſo are 
Called latube, and int theſe are put balls, The 


Holes that remain empty, are called: tigers 


"_ _ topvelſetit w_ different dene of 
the 


| WfulRtettly to be able” elearly to explain it- 
An ablofig ſquare is traced on the ground, 
inn wich are made a certain number of Holes 


„ 


ſiſts in avoiding this movement, to ſave. hid 
lambs, and prevent them from being devoured. 


bis on that acccount ſo mac the more danger 


tion; ; frequently riſk, in playing at it, theirherds 


"_ Ty" LICE TO bear, which oo. 


* * AE e's. «|  WIGEN kk. if A ” 


WAN TA 367 


* lame atimal, and the retreats or ambuſ- 
eades Which he occupies ſueeeſſively one after 


me other. The player begins by taking ſome 
lambs out of their holes, and putting them in- 


to other holes of the tiger. Perhaps this tiger 


has à regular movement like ſome of our 


pieces ut cheſs, and the art of the player con- 


At leaſt, when it has been neceſfſary to place 
them'eHewhere, I have ſeen him double his 
attention; but he ſometimes brings them to- 


gether or ſeparates them in ſuch à confuſed 


manner, chat, being unable to follow the game, 


I have been confounded by the movements, 


and could comprehend nothing farther, till che 
mement when the ſtakes wete taken up- 


-.2' There is another game, which, being much 
more eaſy, becauſe it is ſimply a game of chance, 


dus; for the Nimiquas; fond of it to diſtrae- 


and all they poſſeſs, It conſiderably reſem- 
bles our huſtle-cop. © The feed of the mimaſa 


— 
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3 prineipal food of the; giraffe. They. 

takt a certain number of theſe.ſeeds,/engrave 
ſome mark on one of their ſides; which anſwers 
| the fame purpoſe to them that the head or tht | 


tail of a piece of money. does to our-gamblers; 
and, after they have huſtled them ſome time 
between their two hands, they throw them on 
the ground, when they have nothing to do 


hut to count whether the marked or wage 
des uppermoſt are moſt numerous. 


This game; contrived etiually to 1 the 


indolent, beeauſe it does not fatigue them, and 


che ſtupid, becauſe it requires no capacity of 
thought, wonderfully delighted my Hottentotsz 


They ſoon gave into it with ſuch ardbur, that i 
they did nothing elſe from morning to.night4 


and many of them, after having loſt all they 


poſſeſſed, ſtaked, as their laſt reſource, the al- 


lowance of tobacco and brandy; that they were 


do receive the ſucceeding days. 
_ _ . Nothing now was left for them but to rob 
me and T had reaſon to fear they would do ſo. 


To cut off che temptation, I re- eſtabliſhed an 


\ 


N 


quality of fortune among them, by reſtorigg 1 
av e what he had . amarerthet Wc ſole 


Vf R IC ATT ay. 
73 bopt of fegaining this makes . "yy 1 
hadi then no need of proclamations to prevent 
| . eee in my camo: 
Seevetal Nimiquas had acrompanikd me 
pr the former horde to this; they appeared 
ever td take pleaſure in being with me; but, | 
the moment my people were hits from 
playing with thein, they no longer found my 
camp ſo agreeable, and came to announce to 
E me their departure. l At ii ns Mi. 
Nevertheleſs; as they bade every rouſbar to be 
ſatisfied with my conduct towards: them, they 
expreſſed, on quitting me, great friendſhip and 
attachment; and, as L had. juſt purchaſed ſome 
orten for my waggons, they even offered to 
take them under their care, and deliver them 
to Swanepoel at my camp on the Orange- 
River. This offer I accepted. In return; I 
made them a few preſents; Jentruſted them 
with my cattle, after having marked-them 9- 
andithey: went away ſatisfied. ran os! 24:1 
Searcely had they quitted eee | 
my Hottentots came to afk a favour of me; 
Be vas deſirous of making one of the Nimi⸗ 
4 quas of the horde a preſent of à fine c 
He had already W towards paying ſor 
Vor. II. b her, 


* 
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: . which he had gained at play: but he had 


not enough, and requeſted me to advance him, 
in part of his wages, a little hard- ware, that ho 
might have it in his ne eee _ 
bargain. . 1 4617 e 
Wo mY of: fach us; ;mplied 1 
ood ſervice received. Before I aſſented to his 
requeſt, I would know what had given riſe to 
it 3 and J found that the cow was not a preſent, 
but an article of barter. My Hottentot was in 
love with the daughter of the Nimiqua; and, 
to obtain her, he had offered him a cow, which 
the Nimiqua had conſented to accept. 
In this manner are marriages made all | 
the African nations; and ſuch was originally 
the cuſtom throughout the world, before 
the imagination of poets, and the policy of 
civilized: ſocieties, had ſubſtituted in the ſtead 
of love a repreſentative, who, under the name 
of Hymen, claiming alone the right of uniting 
the ſexes, contributes but too often to diſturb 
and deprave their union. Among ſavages there 
is no contract; no witneſs, no ceremony. 5 
man and woman pleaſe each other; they live 
together; and this conſtitutes them huſband * 
wife. If the woman have ee is con- 
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gdered ater property, and of courſe pt 
3 maſt either give or fell her, | 
At the beginning of my journeybT'1 had no 
woman with me but the wife of Klaas, 'whio 
was neceſſary to look after my linen, my kit- 
chen, and ſome other branches of my ſervice; 
and J choſe to admit no other into my cara- 
van; perſuaded that they would only 'occa- 
fön we trouble, diſcord, and perplexity. | 
What had occurred on the banks of the 
Orange- River, when each of my people had 
formed to himſelf a little ſeraglio, confirmed 
me in my reſolution. But ſince, that a party 
of Caminouqua women had entered into my 
ſervice with their huſbands and fathers, I had 
changed my opinion. The innumerable good 
offices rendered me by theſe women, their ever- 
active readineſs to prevent my wiſhes, and the 
gaĩety they kept up in my camp, rendered their 
preſence highly gratifying to me; and I thence 
concluded: that, if temporary miſtreſſes were 
calculated to produce nothing but diſorder 
among my people, regular wives might be 
beneficial,” were it only to keep the men near 
me, and prevent their continually ſtealing away, 
to ä meetings and bargain for favours. 
a 5 In 
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bela, conlequence of theſe reflections, I could ; 
not but be pleaſed with the requeſt, of my Hot- | 
ſtentot. Laccordingly gave him the goods he 
7 deſired; and it-was not. long before he returned 
with a very pretty. Nimiqua girl, about ſixteen 
or ſeventeen years old. e 
The next day, the er 55 the bode cms 
ing. to breakfaſt with me, Laſked bim whether 
the marriage was agreeable to him, and, he 
had conſented to it. This deference on my 
part was the act of an European, reaſoning ac- 
cording, ta the prejudices of his countxy. I 
forgot at the time, that a ſavage, though living, 
under a chief, is a free individual, over whole, 
property the chief has no power. Accordingly 
he made no anſwer to my queſtion; and, his 
d ſilence ecnvinced me, bs had an inder- 
| The procedure ofa my adware 
ö inſpired. ſome, of his comrades with a: wiſh; to 
do the eme. Tu of;them., followed. bis 
Sg endl only Eg make ne 
that I. had. every reaſon, to (be. ſatisfied with 
having permitted theſe marriages, , The den 
young. emen accompapied me during the 


whole. of r e 
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dauſe of diſcontent to the very moment when, 


being returned to the Cape, they quitted me, 


to fallow their huſbands to the new horde of 
which they were about to become a part. 
The name of the Nimiquas is much cele- 
brated in the Dutch colonies; but little be- 
ſide the name is known of them there. With 
reſpect to their country, it is ſuppoſed, I 
know not why, to abound in mines of gold and 
ſilver. Aſſuredly I was not led thither by the 
thirſt of wealth. Though it appeared to me 
the moſt parched and deſolate of all the coun- 
tries of Africa that I viſited, I was not the leſs 
deſirous of completely traverſing it, becauſe I 
wiſhed to know both the nations by which 

it was inhabited, ind the productions it con- 

tained. | Ne 

| -Dbeilagerndl with which I was obſerved 
to ſeek and catch inſets, which are very plen- 
tiful in the country; had engaged ſeveral per, 
ſons of the horde i in contributing to my col- 
lection. A woman, who had made herſelf of 
the party, brought me a ſuperb beetle, which 1 
believe is 10 be found in no cabinet in Europe, 
at leaſt it is not in any one that I have ſeen. 

While I was examining this beautiful inſect 

ney CY. ES With 
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with attention, I felt my face ſuddenly wetted 
by a cauſtic liquor, of a very ſtrong: alkaline 
ſmell. The ſprinkling was accompanied by a 
. ſort of exploſion, loud enough to be heard at 

ſome diſtance. Unfortunately ſome of the li- 
quor entered one of my eyes, and occaſioned” 
ſuch inſupportable pain, that I thought I ſhould 
have loſt the ſight of it, I was obliged to keep 

| it covered for ſeveral days, and bathe it from 
time to time with milk, In every part of my 
face that the alkaline liquor had touched, I 
felt the pain of a burn; and every. where the 

{kin changed to a deep brown, which wore 

out only by degrees and a long time -after. 

This will not be ſurpriſing to many, who ak 

ready are acquainted with the ſame property in 

ſeveral infeQts of the ſame genus; for inſtance, 
in that beautiful golden-green bupreſtis, which 
is fo common in our kitchen-gardens in Eu- 
rope: but, as the inſect of which I am here 
ſpeaking is much. larger, and inhabits a very 
hot country, it is natural that the effect pro- 
duced by it ſhould be more ſtriking; though 
the liquor which our golden bupreſtis ! 
at its enemy occaſions a very ſenſible ſmart, 
and its ſmell is conſiderably pungent. 
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The naturaliſts Dorci and Olivier have 
given, in their entomology, the figure of this 
African inſect, which 1 communicated to them. 
The reader may turn to fig. 5. of their firſt 
plate of beetles; but I muſt remark, that the 
human face obſervable on its anteriour cor- 
celet does not exiſt in nature. I am even 
aſtoniſhed that the author permitted this miſ- 
repreſentation to remain, as undoubtedly it 
was a dream of the painter or engraver, which 
ought not to have been ſuffered. I thought 
it incumbent on me to point out this fault, 
chat it might not lead the entomologiſt into an 
error. The inſect itſelf, however, may be 
ſeen in the collection of Dufrene of the ca- 
binet of natural hiſtory, to whom 1 N 


ies 


" Though, in e all ſubjeQs of the ani- 
mal kingdom, deſtined to be preſerved in ca- 
binets, loſe more or, leſs in conſequence of 
drying and ſhrinking up, I can aſſert, that the 
bupreſtis in queſtion had no more of a human 
face when alive than after its death: beſides, 
| hard inſects, ſuch as beetles for example, loſe 
nothing of their ſhape; while -thoſe that are 
ſolt change extremely, and require a peculiar 
Rb . mode 
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=. mode of preparation to be preſerved: in thelr 
u stural ſtate: there are even many that are 
never to be had perfect, whatever precautions 
may be employed. Who will not confeſs, for 
inſtance, that a bird when moulting, or dead 
of diſeaſe, whatever care the ornithologiſt max 
beſtow on its preparation, cannot poſſibly be 
is beautiful as one killed in the vigauy: on its 
TN age and · in perfect health? ade 
So it is alſo with a bird that is Gick; or e 
ON ſome obſtruction deprived of that unctuous 
humour ſecreted by the glands of the rump,” 
which it employs to give a gloſs to its plumage. 
Taken in ſuch a ſtate, it cannot have the luſtre 
or brilliant aſpect, which it may and will have 
if choſen in a different condition. H I take 
the liberty of 1ntroducing theſe remarks by the 
bye, it is in order to ſhow how much greater 
is the difficulty of e A en en 
chan is generally imagined. ei d wale 
had liberally rewarded the Nimiqua from | 
whom I had this bupreſtis, and 1 offered; a/. 
double allowance of tobacco to any one who! | 
| ſhould: bring me another. This offer was a 
| ſpur to the adtivity'of all the ſmokers, both 
"mu 2 e "The women. particularly, | 
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both of the horde and of my camp, ſet them- 
ſelves to ſearch in every quarter. Yet, notwith- 
ſtanding the unremitted ardour of their ſcru« 
tiny, they could not meet with a ſecond bus 
preſtis: though they procured me an immenſe 
quantity of other inſects, and more than two 
hundred chryſalides of different ſpecies, which 
coſt me many pipes of tobacco; for, being des 
ſirous of encouraging their reſearches, I paid 
with Uherality" mare Gran me * ects were 
| worth, 

4+ intended to take my chryſalides FOE to 
wait for their metamorphoſis on the road. 
But, notwithſtanding all my care, the j journey 
ſo fatigued them, that more than three fourths 
died before I returned to the Cape. Such as 
remained alive appeared very vigorous: but, 
being obliged to depart for Europe, I was com- 
pelled to leave them. I imagine them to have 
been of the number of thoſe which take up A 
whole year for their transformation. 
It is commonly known in Europe, that ca- 
terpiltar there are not venomous: | At leaſt, 
fuch is the aſſertion of all the naturaliſts who 
have written on them. And, though ſome of 
the hairy kinds occaſion itchings, experience 
coamon- OE | has 


— 


bas ſhown that no ill conſequenees follow. Bur 
_ | natural hiſtory is a vaſt mine, which, in pro- 
portion 85 it is worked, offers new particulars 
and intereſting diſcoveties. Cantharides taken 
internally in powder, or applied externally to the 
in in plaflers, are found to be a very active ſti» 
mulant poiſon: who knows whether other in- 
ſeas may not be diſcovered, as the ſtudy of this 
branch of natural hiſtory is. DE which 
alſo poſſeſs this dangerous quality ? 
My father has aſſured me, that at 8 
chere are two kinds of hairy caterpillars, a black 
and a white, which have it in a formidable de- 
gree. If they toueh the ſkin, either of an 
Indian or an European, a bliſter is immediately 
formed, and as copious an effuſion of ſerum 
enſues as on the application of cantharides. In 
leſs than four hours the evil increaſes. Acute 
| Pains are felt, accompanied. with cold ſhiver- 
_ pgs and fever; and if the blood or humours 
of the unfortunate party be in a bad ſtate, his 
wound becomes an ulcer, which requires the 
knife to prevent a gangrene. I have in my 
cabinet both theſe caterpillars, which are re- 
markable for their ſizae. | 
— the country of che Nom; A 880 ves 
nomous | 
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nomous caterpillar is found. It is two inches 
and a half long; but it is deſtitutg af venom; 
unleſs it feed on a poiſonous: plant. When it 
is found on the geranium, where I have often. 
met with it, it is in no wife dangerous, as I 
have been convinced by experience. Accord - 
ingly, the ſavages do not uſe ſuch as feed on 
this-plant. But among the rocks there grows 
in abundance a little ſhrub, the juice of which 
is a corroſive poiſon, and it communicates the 
ſame property to the caterpillars which feed 
on its leaves. The ſavages ſeek what they 
want on 'this ſhrub; and if they do not find 
enough on it, they take ſome from the gera- 
nium, and place them on this ſhrub to feed. 
The time of gathering theſe inſects is juſt as 
they are going to change to chryſalides: that 
is to ſay, when their rings ſwell, and their 
ſhape begins to alter. They are then collected; 
little leathern bags are filled with them; and 
there they are left to ferment. The fermenta- 
tion occaſions a ſlow tranſudation through the 
bag, by which the aqueous moiſture” is eva- 
porated; and the inteſtine commotion does 
not ceaſe till the reſiduum, being concentrated, 
has aſſumed the conſiſtence of a very thick | 
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black varniſh. When in this ſtate, the poiſon 
| has acquired its utmoſt activity, and the Ni- 
_— dip the points of their arrows in it. 

Probably this fermentation is neceſſary to 
Fra the poiſon all the virulence of which it is 


- ſuſceptible, At leaſt facts have convinced me, 
that the humour which compoſes the ſubſtance | 
of the inſect is not ſo dangerous during its life, 


as after it has been diſſolved BRA ag piredl 
NORTON 775 * 
There are ſubſtances of Nude 1 Bat, 


15 ns well as the chemiſt, allows himſelf to exa- 


mine the raſte. In Europe I had ſeveral times 
ventured to touch the tip of my tongue with 
ſome- drops of the liquor of caterpillars, ' 'T 1 
tried the ſame experiment with that of 'theſe 


"poiſonous caterpillars; and I found it to poſſehs 


only a moderately acrid taſte, differing little 


| a what 1 had experienced in others. 


Ihe inſect itſelf, taken inwardly, appears 
| not to be poiſonous.” One day I 'faw a ſhrike 


on one of the ſhrubs, eating theſe caterpillars. 


If the bird be poiſoned, ſaid I tö myſelf, 1 ſhall 


ſoon ſee. him die. I even thought that the ef- 


ect of the poiſon muſt become more quickly 


ne on a * WR bruiſes what it 
EIS 5 | receives 


* 
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. receives dee it, than on a domach which 
lowed the ſhrike for more Be eos) 
tentively examining all his - motions, till at 
length he eſcaped me: but, as long as. I had 
him in view, I perceived in him no ſymptoms 
of uneaſineſs; he k appeared e briſk, 
and lively. 


Beſide the FO of cotatpillars, the Gr | 


employ that of ſeveral kinds of ſnakes, to en- 


venom their arrows; though the latter is leſa þ 


powerful. Thoſe they principally uſe for this 


purpoſe are, the booper-capet, the pof-adder, | 
and the boorens-manttje, or horned, ſnake. ,' The 


lat takes its name from ſome prominent ſcales 


placed above the eyes, which, project. a few, 


lines ſo as to form a little creſt over each eye. 
Theſe conſtitute the whole of thoſe pretended 


antelopes' horns beſtowed on it by Kolben, who 
bas given a figure of it under the name of c- 
raſtes. I | alſo. ſee in Bruce's Travels into 


Abyſſinia a horned ſnake called ceraſtes, which 


appears, at leaſt from what that traveller ſays; "7H 


to: have real hotas 1 but bas he not. examined! 


the horns of his ceraſtes as inaccurately as thoſe 
of bis giraffe ? For egy poſitively, that this: 
- 2303 | | : 
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| quadriped has horns like the onto tc | 

z certainly ä wo 
Though the CAO: or, more properly, 
creſted ſnake, is not more than fifteen or 
eighteen inches long, and is conſequently oo 
taſt-of the three I have mentioned, it is the 
moſt dangerous, becauſe being almoſt always 
concealed in the ſand, its ſmallneſs and grey co- 
Jour prevent its being diftinguiſhed, while the 
Looper-capel is obſervable at a diſtanee, in con- 
ſequence of its ſize and vivid colours; and as 


io the pofadder, its ſlowneſs renders it caly to 


avoid the attack of this ſpecies of ſuacke. 
Wee read in the work of a modern traveller, | 
that, when ſavages wiſh to extract the poiſon 
of ſnakes, they pound them whole. Now net 
only have I never ſeen any thing of the kind 
among the Hottentots, but I have been often a 
- witneſs to the contrary. They are not igno- 
rant that the poiſon is ſeated in the j jaw: they 
know the veſicles that contain i it, and are well 
acquainted with the means of extracting it. 
Beſides, many ſavages feed on the bodies * 
ſnakes, after having cut off the head. This 
cuſtom is very common in many nations, 
| wy I never faw i it pradliſed by the Hotten- 
tos: 8 


» 1 
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5 tots but how often, on my father's planten | 
8 Surinam, have I ſeen the African negroes, 

| Lovangoes, and Pomboes, though plentifully 


fed, ſeek this luxury to feaſt themſelves ! They 
| did not reject even the rattleſnake, the moſt 


venomous of the whole tribe. All they cc 
catch they made into ragouts with their 


articles of food: ſnakes were to e 


ſiewed eee 
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